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when it legislates for this sort of
wage and salary fixation.

I have beard comments recently about
different forms of price control. The Gov-
ernment will not have a bar of price con-
trol; yet it intends to do something which
will affect the purses of the wage earners.
The letter concludes on this note, and I
shall do likewise-

Before the legislation is passed by
the Legislative Council this Union
urgently requests the Government to
reconsider the whole matter.

I suggest the Government reconsiders the
whole matter. If1 anybody in this com-
munity is to suff er it should not be the
fellow at the bottom. I think we should
show a little temperance and balance
about this question, and if we take a
realistic view of the financial situation we
will see that the proposal in the Bill will
place a burden on those who can ill afford
it.

Perhaps before I sit down I could refer
to the fact that there are some members
absent from the House. They are absent,
where? They are absent for an occasion
which is a great one in the development
of the State, and it is one of which we
can all be proud. But, by jove, if the
basic wage earner were to have a look at
what is going on, and were to see the
money that is being spent for champagne
on the way up, and what Is being spent
while the party is there, and what is being
spent on hiring special planes to bring
people from Sydney and all the other
capital cities, plus the cost of a little gift
for everyone who attends the ceremony-
probably a Parker pen and pencil set or
some other little memento-he would have
something to say about it.

Do the people in that party need two
or three dollars extra a week? That is
what is to be taken from the poor old
worker. But it is the people who are
attending this ceremony who ought to be
taxed. If the Government is ever looking
for a financial adviser I would be only too
pleased to tell it what to do. This is one
mAve of the Government with which I
caMot agree, and I do not think any
mlmber on our side of the House will ever
gd along with it. In a State of which I
know we are all proud, I think it is a
retrograde step. We believe we are gener-
ally progressive, but I think this Is the
most retrograde step that has ever been
taken, and I hope the Government will
have another look at it and withdraw the
clause to which I have been referring from
the Bill. I oppose the measure.

Debate adjourned, on motion by The
Eon. J. J. Garrigain.

House adjourned at 5.55 p.m.
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Vbe SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman) took the
Chair at 2.15 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS 119): ON NOTICE

ONIONS
Mlarketing Board: Acquisition and

Levy
1. Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for

Agriculture:
(1) Has any proclamation been issued

under section 4 of the Marketing
of Onions Act in relation to the
marketing of onions for a Period
commencing the 1st October, 1966,
and expiring the 30th September,
1967?

(2) If not, is it lawful for the Onion
Marketing Board to vest in itself
and assume absolute possession of
all onions belonging to growers
during the abovementioneej
period?

(3) If the answer to (2) is "Yes,"
how is the authority derived?
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(4) What is the authority for the de-
duction of 5 per cent. from the
growers' returns levied by the
board?

(5) What service is rendered by the
board in return for the payment
of this amount, having regard for
the fact that auction firms handle
the onions?

Mr. N ALDER replied:
(1) Yes. Proclamation dated the 4th

October, 1963.
(2) and (3) Answered by (1).
(4) Section 15, subsection (4) of the

Marketing of Onions Act.
(5) The 5 per cent, deductions con-

tribute towards the board's ad-
ministrative expenditure under the
Act.

IRON ORE
Yilgarn District: Quantity Mined.

Fe Content, and Price
2. Mr. KELLY asked the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Mines:
(1) In the quarter ended the 30th

June. 1966. what tonnage of iron
ore was recovered in the Yilgarn
mining district?

(2) What was-
(a) the average Fe assay value:
(b) the price per ton?

Mr.
Q1)
(2)

BOVELL replied:
26.30? tons.
(a) Average assay value was 62

per cent. Fe.
(b) Estimated value for. South-

ern Cross was $3.

Ya~npi and Cockatoo Island: Quantity
Mined, Fe Content, and Recovery

Cost
3. Mr. KELLY asked the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Mines:
(1) In the Quarter ended the 30th

June, 1966, what tonnage of iron
ore was recovered at Yampi and
Cockatoo Islands?

(2) What was-
(a) the average Fe assay value;
(b) the recovery price per ton?

Mr.
(1)

BOVELL replied:
Cockatoo Island
Koolan Island

Total

- 328,361 tons
- 334,526 tons

662,887 tons

(2) (a) Average assay value was 63.35
per cent. Fe.

(b) Average recovery price was
$1.98 per ton.

In addition to the above, 43,697
tons from Koolan Island was ex-
ported to Japan. The assay value

of this was 63.35 per cent. Fe and
the average price per ton was
$7.45 fob. Koolan Island.

4. This question was post ponted.

DRUGS
Withdrawal from Sale, and Evaluation

of .Duracai-F
5. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister rep-

resenting the Minister for Health:
(1) Are there any instances on record

in Western Australia where drugs
have *been compulsorily with-
drawn from sale solely for the
reason that the claims made as to
their efficacy could not be sub-
stantiated?

(2) Has the Medical Department any
knowledge where this has occurred
anywhere in-
(a) Australia;
(b) other parts of the world?

(3) If the answer to either of the pre-
ceding questions is 'Yes," will he
give particulars?

(4) Has any evaulation been made by
the Medical Department of Dura-
cal-F produced by Charles
McDonald Mead Johnson Pty.
Ltd.?

(5) If "Yes." is it regarded as being
efficacious for prenatal use for the
prevention of dental caries?

Mr. BOVELL replied:
(1) No.
(2) No.
(3) Not applicable.
(4) No.
(5) Not applicable.

STOCK
Reports o1 Shooting, and Prosecutions

6. Mr. GRAYDEN asked the Minister for
Police:
(1) How many instances of alleged

stock shooting have been reported
to the police in respect of that
portion of Western Australia which
is exclusive of the South-West
Land Division, during the years
1962-1966 inclusive?

(2) How many Prosecutions have re-
sulted from such reports?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
(1) Ten.
(2) Four.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA, EXCLUDING
SOUTH-WEST LAND DIVISION
Population, and Pastoral Leases

7. Mr. ORAYDEN asked the Minister for
Lands:
(1) What is the approximate popula-

tion of that Portion of Western
Australia which is exclusive of the
South-West Land Division?
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(2) How many pastoral properties are
in the area involved?

(3) Approximately how many square
miles are occupied by such pas-
toral properties?

Mr. BOVELL replied:
(1) The population of this portion of

the State at the 30th June. 1966,
as estimated by the Commonwealth
Bureau of Census and Statistics,
was 61.000 persons, excluding full
blood aborigines.

(2) Upon completion of the amnalga-
mation of pastoral leases provided
in the 1963 legislation, it is anti-
cipated approximately 600 stations
held under pastoral lease condi-
tions outside the South-West Land
Division will emerge.

(3) Approximately 361.754 square
miles.

8. This question was post poned.

RAILWAYS
Fremantle Reserve: Excision

9. Mr. FLETCHER asked the Minister
for Railways:
(1) Am I correctly informed that a

13-acre area of land is being
excised from railway reserve be-
tween James Street and Cliff
Street Fremantle for reallocation?

(2) if so, will such, or any, excision
reduce the width of railway Pro-
perty between Phillimore Street
and Port Authority property op-
posite?

Mr. O'CONNOR (for Mr. Court) re-
plied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Yes.

Ilnienite: Cost of Transport to
Eunbury Wharf

10. Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Railways:
(1) What is the cost of transporting

ilmenite to the land-backed
wharf at Bunbury by-
(a) road (road vehicle);
(b) rail (railway trucks)?

(2) Does the cost of (1) (b) assume
special wagons for ilnienite would
be required?

(3) What would be the cost if gen-
eral purpose wagons were used?

Mr. O'CONNOR (for Mr. Court) re-
plied:
(1) (a) The Railway Road Service

freight from Capel to the
land-backed wharf is per-
formed under special contract
rates which are confidential
to the user and the Railways
Department.

(b) There is no rail access as yet
to the land-backed wharf.
Rail freight rate would be
contingent on the services re-
quired and facilities provided
to load and discharge rolling
stock.

(2) and (3) Answered by (1) (b).

Midland Properties: Burning Off
11. Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for

Railways:
(1) Will permanent way gangs be

burning off railway property at
Midland in the near future?

(2) Will recently-acquired main roads
land be burnt off in the centre of
Midland?

(3) When will the old Ways and
Works West Midland property,
near Archer Street State School.
be burnt off?

Mr. O'CONNOR (for Mr. Court)
replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Yes.
(3) Burning off will be carried out

before the end of November.
12. and 13. These questions were post-

poned.

MANDURAH POLICE STATION
Provision of Radio-equipped Vehicle

14. Mr. RUNCIMAN asked the Minister
for Police:

When is it expected that the
Mandurah Police Station will be
provided with a suitable type
radio-equipped motor vehicle?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
In the early part of 1967.

TRAFFIC LIGHTS
Stirling Highway-Eric Street Inter-

section: Installation
15. Mr. CROMMELIN asked the Minister

for Police:
(1) Is he familiar with the traffic

Problem associated with the inter-
section of Stirling Highway,
Osborne Parade, and Eric Street
at Claremont?

(2) If so, will he advise If traffic
lights are to be installed there?

(3) If "Yes," when will the installa-
tion commence and when will
the lights be in operation?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Yes.
(3) It is Proposed to include the

installation of these lights in the
1967-68 Programme of works,

16. This question wans postponed.
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RAILWAYS
Leased Properties: Exemption from

Rates
17. Mr. TOMS asked the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Local Gov-
ernment:
(1) Are any firms occupying railway

Property under lease exempted
from the payment of rates to the
local authorities in whose area
such firms operate?

(2) If "Yes"-
(a) who are the firms concerned:.
(b) where are these firms situ-

ated?
Mr. NALDER replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) (a) QI) Co-operative Bulk Hand-

ling Ltd.
00i Mrs. E. Haunold, railway

refresinent rooms lessee.
(b) (i) At numerous locations

throughout the railway
system.

(ii) Bridgetown.
18. and 19. These questions were post-

ponedt

STATE TRANSPORT CO-ORDINATION
BILL

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by

Mr. O'Connor (Minister for Transport),
and transmitted to the Council.

EASTERN G40LDFIELDS TRANSPORT
BOARD ACT AMENDMENT BILL

(No. 2)
Report

Report of Committee adopted.
Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by
Mr. O'Connor (Minister for Transport),
and transmitted to the Council.

MARKETING OF POTATOES ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 11th October.
MR. HALL (Albany) [2.27 p.mi.]: When

seeking the adjournment of the debate on
this Bill for one week, I thought I was
perhaps being a little extravagant, but I
find that the time which has elapsed be-
tween the 11th October and now has per-
mitted the Minister, myself, and other in-
terested bodies completely to study the
Bill and the amendments the Minister now
has on the notice paper, these amend-
ments being acceptable to the producers
and the board.

When introducing the second reading of
the Bill the Minister said that he thought
a certain section of the producers were
dissatisfied. I can go further and say they
were horrified. However, now that the

contents of the Bill have been thoroughly
reviewed, together with the amendments
proposed by the Minister, the board has
come to an amicable agreement with
the potato producers. The Bill, as
printed, provides that the board may de-
duct from the proceeds of payment made
to the producer a charge not exceeding
21 per cent., but the Minister, since the
Bill was introduced, has apparently seen
the light, because his amendment proposes
that the charge shall not exceed 14 per
cent. This would give the producers a fair
return and still be sufficient to establish
a fund to be used for the benefit of the
producers and the board.

While many people may consider that
the board has a tendency to adopt a
dictatorial attitude, I think, for the benefit
of the industry as a whole, its attitude is
very sound. The producers have to be
allowed a fair margin on which they can
continue to produce. Previously, in con-
versation with the Minister, I found he
was of the opinion that the board could
work on a charge to the producers not
exceeding 2 per cent., but since then he
has apparently had a change of heart, and
I am prepared to agree with the amend-
ment he proposes for a charge that will
not exceed 11 per cent.

Az I have said, in view of the amicable
arrangement between the board and the
producers, and because the blackmarket-
Ing of Potatoes will be discouraged by
granting a reasonable return to the pro-
ducers, the Bill is now satisfactory, and
I support it.

MR. NORTON (Gascoyne) [2.30 p.m.]:
I have not had much opportunity to con-
sider the amendment on the notice paper
but from what I have seen of it, it appears
to be all right. I cannot understand the
provision in clause 3 which deals with
penalties. In one part this is stated-

Is being, is likely to be, or has
been, dealt with in a manner contra-
venling subsection (2)...

If an off ence has taken place, a person
cannot be charged with being likely to
deal with the commodity. He has to have
the commodity in his possession. Further
on in the clause it states that a market
inspector can give a receipt to "the person,
if any." This does not seem to be clear,
and I would like some explanation from
the Minister.

Regarding the costs of marketing pota-
toes, I have gone to some trouble to
break down the figures to find out what
moneys are needed. I do not know for
what Purpose the 11 per cent. charge is
required, or whether it is required to cover
the costs set out in the Act and in the
report on the Potato Grower's Trust Fund-
such as freight, export charges, banking
and administration, marketing, and adver-
tising. The 11 per cent, would cover those
charges quite adequately.

2201
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Mr. Nalder: If you read the latter part
Of the Provision in the Bill you will find
this deduction is required for the purpose
of setting up a reserve fund.

Mr. NORTON: That being the case, tak-
ing the administration and banking
charges into consideration-other than
charges such as freight and export-we
get back virtually to the average of
21 per cent. set out in the original Bill.
It really means that the 1i per cent. re-
ferred to will be placed in a reserve fund
to meet the costs of expansion of the board.

We can take it that on the average the
charge to the growers for administration,
banking, and payment into the reserve
fund will be at the rate of 24 per cent.
I have made a calculation of what amounts
would have been produced for the past five
years. In 1960-61 the administration and
banking charges were $42,364 based on the
rate of 1.32 per cent.; but if the levy had
been 24 per cent. the amount would have
been $80,326. In 1961-62 the administra-.
tion and banking charges at the rate of
1.01 per cent, totalled $39,513:, but at the
rate of 2J per cent, they would have
totalled $97.802.

In 1962-63 the administration and bank-
ing charges at 1.4 per cent, produced
$45,925; whereas on a levy at the rate of
2,1 per cent. the amount would have been
$82,009. In 1963-64 the administration
and banking charges were the highest
since the inception of the board, and at
the rate of 1.7 per cent. they totalled
357,679: but at the rate of 2J per cent.
they would have produced $84,849.

In 1964-65 the administration and bank-
ing charges at the rate of 0.9 per cent.
produced $47,068. This was an all-time
record year. but the expenses were quite
low. A levy at the rate of 24 per cent.
would have produced $130,748.

In other words, in that five-year
period the board would have accumu-
lated $475,734 on a levy of 2.1 per cent.
That would be a considerable accumula-
tion. I wander how much the Minister
and the growers want held in the reserve
fund. With an overall levy of 21 per
cent. the revenue would have met all the
requirements of the board and shown a
substantial surplus. In only one year were
administrative and banking charges as
high as 1.7 per cent. in the other four
years the rate was lower.

If there had been a levy of 2 per cent.
over those five years then the surplus
after deducting administration and bank-
ing charges would have been $149,359.
This is a considerable surplus and would
meet all requirements, unless a greater
amount wvas required for a specific pur -
Pose.

I can understand that in a year like
this, when there has been an excess of
potatoes in the Eastern States and some
of the excess has been sent to Western
Australia to be sold at a cheap rate, there

is need for a subsidy to be Paid to main-
tain the returns of the growers at a static
level, comparable with the level over the
past five years.

One feature is surprising; and that is
the difference between what is paid to the
producer and what is paid by the con-
sumer. This difference is considerable.
I understand that over the past five
years the price charged by the board to
merchants has been $75.50 a ton, which
works out at 23.6c per 7-lb. bag; whereas
the consumer paid on the average just
over 40d. for the 7-lb. bag. I have not
converted the last-mentioned amount into
decimal currency, I took the 7-lb. bag,
because that is the unit referred to in
the Year Book to show the retail price.
The retail price per ton comes to $107.50
or thereabouts. This means there is a
difference of over $30 a ton between what
is paid by the consumer and what is paid
by the merchant. Perhaps some miethod
could be adopted to reduce the price
which retailers charge to consumers.

I would like the Minister to explain the
amount that is shown in the annual report
of the Potato Marketing Board as having
been paid into the trust fund. I have
discussed this matter with the Minister.
in the annual report it is indicated that
0.5 per cent. of the gross return has
been deducted for payment into the trust
fund.

Working on the figures supplied by the
Minister based on production in tons and
the gross proceeds from potato sales, we
find that at the rate of 1ic per 1 cwt.
the amount would have been $17.41? for
1964-65; whereas at the rate of 0.5 per
cent. the amount would have been $26,499.
That represents aL considerable difference,
and I am wondering where the difference
is in the marketing costs set out in the
report: because, if there is a discrepancy
of about $9,000, there must be quite a
discrepancy in the balance somewhere. If
the Minister could answer that, I would bL-
pleased.

on thc whole, if this legislation meets
the growers' requirements, I will be quite
happy, but personally I think it is a little
on the high side, as I believe I have proved
to the Minister.

Mr. Nalder: This will be a maximum;
and each year, or during a period of time,
the Governor will, through Executive
Council, fix the amount that will be de-
ducted each year.

Mr. NORTON: Virtually the Minister
has come back to the same figure in the
Bill, but it is worded differently. I sup-
port the second reading.

MR. I. WV. MANNING (Wellington)
[2.41 p.m.]: The Bill deals mainly with
the increase in penalties, and, according
to the amendment the Minister has placed
on the notice paper. it is intended to
establish a reserve fund.
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It has been rather interesting to watch
the trends in the potato-growing industry,
particularly from the point of view of the
growers, because over the last 18 months
a number of growers have left the indus-
try. This has been mainly because they had
their licenses terminated as a result of
offences they committed under the Act. I
did ask a question of the Minister on this
matter and the answer he gave indicated
that 18 growers were delicensed from
January, 1905, to June, 1966. Some 274
acres were involved, and it is generally
understood that those 18 growers will
never again be permitted to Plant
potatoes. The amendments contained in
the Bill are designed very largely to ensure
this.

I am a little concerned with one or two
aspects. One of these is that no matter how
minor the offence may have been, it
seems that It will be impossible for a
grower who has been delicensed to ever
again enter the potato-growing industry.
I believe that this has been rather harsh
treatment in one or two instances which
have come to my notice.

Possibly the least serious of the offences
has been the shipping of potatoes to the
Eastern States. I suppose the primary
Purpose of the Western Australian
Potato Marketing Board would be to pro-
tect the industry in Western Australia, and
what happens in regard to the shipping of
Potatoes to the East would surely be only
a minor offence. However, the board and
the Government, through these amend-
ments, have indicated that they will take a
very serious view of this offence. The Bill
Provides a very severe penalty of $400 for
anyone who plants potatoes without first
having obtained the necessary license. Of
course, a grower who planted potatoes
without a license must surely do so withi
the objective of sending them away, be-
cause a person who is not licensed is not
Permitted to sell the potatoes in Western
Australia.

I do not think it is entirely good that
we should, by this means, seek to prevent
Interstate trade. The value of the pro-
vision. of course, would be to Protect the
industry here in Western Australia and, in
this objective, the Government has the full
support of the licensed growers; and, of
course, this is only to be expected because
it is to the advantage of the licensed
growers that the industry here be fully
Protected. For that reason this measure
deserves our support.

I am rather interested to learn that the
number of licensed growers is being
reduced, while at the same time the Pro-
duction per acre is increasing. This would
indicate a good deal of efficiency by the
growers, and I anticipate that this year
aaln there will be an average increase in
production per acre.

The industry, from the growers' point of
view, is in a healthy condition: and I
would say it is also from the consumers'
point of view, because it is possible in

Western Australia to obtain Potatoes of aL
good quality and at a reasonable price
right throughout the year.

I say again that the one Point which
concerns me is the fact that we will not
permit anyone to capitalise on a shortage
of potatoes in the Eastern States unless a
license is first obtained, and this is done
through the Potato Marketing Board.

One other Point which concerns me is
that there has been some diminution of
the goodwill between the board and the
growers. I think in all marketing board
activities there should be a great deal of
attention paid to public relations, and it
appears that this has not been done in the
potato-growing industry. Possibly the
fault lies at the door of the growers'
representatives on the board.

As members know the growers have
three representatives on the board, and it
could be expected that they would act as
a liaison between the growers and the
board and that they would watch Public
relations and see to the necessary goodwill
between the growers and the board. This
liaison, I believe, is sadly lacking, and it
does not reflect to the credit of the
growers' representatives on the board that
there is not a good degree of goodwill
within the industry.

With regard to the reserve fund, I am
interested in the amendment the Minis-
ter has placed on the notice paper, because
it has been apparent that clause 7 of the
Bill, which deals with the administration
fund, was not acceptable to the growers.
However, it would appear that under the
proposed new clause, the establishment of
a reserve fundA will go a long way to bring-
Ing stability to the industry inasmuch as
it will give the board a reserve fund by
which it can adjust the price to the
grower in cases of emergency.

These emergencies do arise every so
often. We had a serious emergency in
1956, and on that occasion, had the board
been in a Position to promptly lift the
Price to the growers, the industry would
have been more stabilised and a lot of the
Problems which arose at the time would
have been avoided. Another emergency
arose last year when a number of growers
shipped potatoes to the Eastern States
hoping to capitalise on the high prices
there.

I think we ought to show some sympathy
to the growers who ship potatoes to the
Eastern States, because it has never been
claimed in the past that a person grew
wealthy through growing potatoes.

Mr. Nalder: You are not suggesting that
we should have sympathy for those who
break the law?

Mr. I. W. MANNING: I am suggesting
that we should have sympathy for the
fact that the growers have never been able
to get rich through growing potatoes.
They have seen the opportunity to capi-
talise on the high prices and, perhaps, off-
set some of their deficits by sending
potatoes to the Eastern States.
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Mr, Nalder: If they afl did that, the
whole system would break down.

Mr. 1. W. MANNING: This Bill is de-
signed to bring stability into the industry
from the point of view of the growers of
Western Australia.

Mr. Moir, Don't forget that the con-
sumer has to pay for it!

Mr. I. W. MANNING: The consumer
buys potatoes at a very reasonable and
constant price here in Western Australia
and, in this respect, he has no problems
at all. Potatoes of good quality are readily
available at a reasonable price.

Mr. Norton: It is easy to see that you
don't buy potatoes!

Mr. Rhatigan: They are not so good in
the itimberleys.

Mr. I. W. MANNING: I would mention
for the benefit of the member for Kimber-
ley that the potatoes which are grown in
Western Australia are among those that
have the best keeping qualities. If he does
not buy potatoes from Western Australian
growers, there is something wrong.

As I indicated earlier, I feel this measure
deserves our support, because its purpose
is to bring about stability. I regret the
need to bring in these substantially in-
creased penalties, because it does suggest
there is little goodwill in the industry and
that the growers do not see the marketing
system as something which they, them-
selves, should protect and stand by. I am
sure that orderly marketing has the sup-
port of all the growers.

However, there are these unfortunate
defections, which, to my mind, show that
if there was more goodwill between the
growers and the board, the necessity for
introducing legislation of this nature would
be avoided. I believe the setting up of the
reserve fund will quickly adjust the price
in the case of an emergency, and I support
the measure.

MR. NALDER (Katanning-Miflister
for Agriculture) [2.53 p.m.]: I thank
members for their support of this measure.
First of all I would like to refer to the
comments made by the member for
Albany. He made a suggestion that the
debate might be adjourned for a few days
in order to give him the opportunity to
make some Inquiries. I suggest that he has
had months, almost, in which to look into
this matter.

I would inform the House that the
measure has been left on the notice paper
for some considerable time in an effort to
allow all of the zones represented in the
Potato Growers' Association, and the
growers, themselves, in those zones, to have
the information made available to them.

As members have said, it is quite true
that there has been some dissatisfaction
expressed by growers with reference to the
proposal in the Bill to deduct a sum of
money up to 21 per cent, from their total

Proceeds. Part of this money would go
towards covering the administrative
charges which were referred to in detail
by the member for Gascoyne and part of
it would go into a reserve fund. Generally,
the growers were not very happy with this
suggestion, because they thought it was too
great a sum to be deducted from their pro-
ceeds.

An effort has been made to get the
message across to them that the establish-
ment of this fund, along the lines sug-
gested by the amendment on the notice
paper, will provide a sum of money which
will be used to subsidise the agents when
potatoes are brought in from another
State. I emphasise that potatoes are only
brought in from another State when there
is a glut.

Mr. Speaker, you yourself have a great
interest in the industry and would know
that production is controlled in Western
Australia so that sufficient potatoes are
Produced to meet the requirements of the
consumers In this State. In addition, there
is a surplus which is designed to cater for
the problems that are associated with pro-
duction. These problems could be in the
form of disease although, up to date,
this has not been the case In Western Aus-
tralia.

However, seasonal conditions might re-
duce the crop and, because of this, the
board must plan for a surplus of potatoes.
When it does this, it has to find a market
for the surplus, and sometimes potatoes
are disposed of in other States. In addit-
ion, Potatoes are sent from Western Aus-
tralia to Singapore. The board under-
takes its planning in order to look after.
firstly, the grower and, secondly, the
consumer.

As has been mentioned by the member
for Wellington, the board did not seem to
be able to get the story over to the grow-
ers whose thoughts in the matter were, to
an extent, that the board might possibly
deduct a greater sum~ than was necessary.
Because of this attitude, I have had long
discussions with both the chairman and
the manager of the board In an endeavour
to find a solution to this problem which
could be presented to the growers in order
to satisfy them and obtain their support
for the proposal that an amendment
should be brought to the House. This is
the reason for the delay in having the
Bill considered after it was introduced
some Weeks ago.

In their effort to try to get the story
across, the board's representatives have
been into a number of country districts
and into the various tones. They have not
met all of the growers but they met a large
number. I mentioned to board members
that if there was any more delay on this
measure, there was a strong possibility
that Parliament would not be able to
Proceed with this legislation, The mem-
bers of the board have discussed this
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matter and a measure of agreement has
been reached. Of course it has not been
Possible to get 100 per cent, support, but
in this respect I would say that members
in this House must all agree that even in
Parliament, where we have a full know-
ledge of the facts of the case, we cannot
all agree on many matters.

However, Information has been passed
on to me to the effect that the majority
of the growers are prepared to support this
measure. I believe enough consideration
has been given to the proposal to satisfy
the growers that the figure of lj per cent.,
which is the maximum amount in the Bill,
will not be struck in any one Period-at
least, not in the near future. I intend to
recommend to Executive Council that a
sum of f per cent. be struck, which is
actually half of li per cent. From that
figure it is estimated the board should re-
ceive in the vicinity of some $30,000 odd.
This is the amount of money which will
be deducted.

Because I do not want this situation con-
fused, I would mention at this point that
the Present Act will continue as before
with regard to administration. This
amending legislation will not interfere in
any way with the administrative section
of the Act, because administrative charges
will be deducted as in the past. This
fund will be completely separate from
what was suggested when I introduced the
Bill a few weeks ago.

I will ask the House to consider deleting
clause 7 completely from the Bill and sub-
stituting another clause in its place. This
new clause will deal only with a reserve
fund and it will not have any connection
at all with administration charges. That
will be done on the same basis as it has
been done Previously under the Act. As
I said previously in the House, this fund
will be established to allow the board to
meet a situation when Potatoes are brought
in from the Eastern States and sold on the
local market, and the Price of those
potatoes is undercutting the price of the
local potatoes on the market in this State.

I hope members appreciate the position,
and if there are any Points that have not
been explained I will endeavour to cover
them during the Committee stage. As far
as administration charges are concerned,
this situation has been well and truly
ventilated. The details are given in the
report that has been tabled, and I think
every member who is interested in this
matter can see clearly from the figures
given exactly what the charges are. They
are all outlined in detail and every item
is given, indicating the charges that the
board is obliged to deduct from the total
amount that is paid per ton for the
potatoes produced.

The member for Gascoyne wanted some
indication of the amount that would be
required for the fund. I cannot give the
exact figure that Is likely to be required,

but the board is of the opinion that a huge
fund should not be established. The board
does not want to build up a huge fund;
and, after three or four Years. with average
production, it is possible the fund could
be built up to somewhere in the vicinity
of $100,000. I am not saying that this
will be the figure, but the fund could be
built up to somewhere in that vicinity-
it may be a little more or it may be a little
less, depending on the production during
the next few years.

However, in discussions with the board
It has been suggested that we might be
able to work out a plan to make this a
revolving fund so that at the end of a
certain number of years-at this stage we
believe it could be about five years-the
money paid in by growers, say for the first
year, will be paid back. Once the fund
has been established it will become a re-
volving fund so that every section of the
Industry will be contributing. The idea Is
not to have one section of the industry
contributing a larger amount than another.

At the end of three or four years the
board will estimate the sum of money that
will be required to keep the fund estab-
lished and then the surplus will be paid
back to the growers, year by year, in ac-
cordance with the sums that they have
contributed towards the fund. I think
members will agree that that is very fair.

It was thought that a move should be
made to introduce an amendment along
those lines this year but, as I said, it would
involve a considerable amount of time and
would probably delay the passage of this
legislation. As it will probably be five
years before the fund will build up to any
size, or of a size which would satisfy the
board, we have plenty of time to look at
the matter and introduce amendments in
the next year or so. This should allay
the fears of the growers that the board is
likely to build up a huge fund at their
expense and that as in a few years' time
they may go out of the industry, somebody
who would not have been required to con-
tribute anything either to the industry or
to the reserve fund would reap the bene-
fits.

As I said, this information should allay
the growers' fears and I pass it on to mem-
bers who represent potato-growing areas
so that it can be passed on to the growers.
The board does not intend to allow the
fund to build up to large proportions.

The member for Qascoyne also gave
some details of the difference in the price
that is Paid to the grower and the price
that the consumer has to pay for potatoes,
per ton, in dollars. The reason for this
difference, of course, is that various
charges have to be added to the purchase
price of Potatoes. These charges are in-
volved as the potatoes pass through the
marketing system. The grower gets an
amount after all the charges are deducted
and at the end the consumer pays a price
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which includes al1 the charges which have
been added. This happens with nil sec-
tions of industry.

The difference between the price that the
grower gets and what the consumer pays
is caused by all the charges that have to
be added. For instance, with this in-
dustry there are railway and other cartage
charges, handling charges into the store.
agents' charges, and charges for washing
the Potatoes. Agents in this State have
machines which are used for washing the
potatoes and preparing them for bagging.
All those charges have to be added on,
and so the figure reaches the amount which
the honourable member quoted of, I think.
$107 a ton which is what the consumer
actually pays. In my opinion, there is no
other explanation for the difference,

Mr. Norton: The figure I mentioned was
the price the merchant pays to the board.

Mr. NALDER: The same thing applies,
because the merchant merely represents
the board on the distribution side. He
takes the potatoes in large quantities from
the board, as the board does not distri-
bute them. The board brings the potatoes
to a central point and then the agents
take over to sell them either to a person
who prepares them for distribution to the
stores, or to other people who sell the pota-
toes, and this is where the charges are in-
curred.

I do not have all the details of these
charges but if the honourable member
would like to have them I will try to get
them from the board. The prices would
vary from agent to agent in different parts
of the State.

The matter of the trust fund has been
mentioned. I have not had an opportunity
to get the information on the questions
the honourable member raised with me;
I have overlooked it, but I am prepared to
have it made available to him if he still
wishes to have it-that is, in regard to
the difference in the actual amounts con-
tributed by the growers to the trust fund.
The trust fund was designed to assist the
industry generally and a portion of the
fund is used by the association for the
general running expenses of the associa-
tion. The fund was instituted with the
idea of assisting the industry, and the
growers are quite satisfied to continue with
payments to the fund.

The member for Wellington mentioned
the question of goodwill between the
organisation representing the growers, and
the board. I think this is important in
any field where a commodity is grown.
handled, and then sold to the consumer.
I hope the situation will continue to im-
prove and, as Minister, I will make every
endeavour to discuss problems with the
growers' organisation and the board, and
I hope that goodwill will obtain as a re-
sult of those discussions.

I do not say there is a cleavage, but
there is sometimes a misunderstanding.
which is understandable in the situations
we have experienced. There are a number
of growers in this State who have come
from other countries of the world, and it
is very often difficult for them to corn-
pletely understand our marketing systems:
and when an opportunity occurs for them
to make a bit more money than they can
through the board, they are tempted to
take this opportunity.

What the member for Wellington men-
tioned did actually happen. Last year
when the price of potatoes went up in the
Eastern States some of the growers decided
to take the risk I have mentioned, and the
board had to deal with them, and they lost
their licenses. I do niot think this is new to
this industry. It has happened previously.
The board cannot accept this matter
lightly; if it did the rest of the growers
might feel that if some of them can get
away with this sort of thing, they might
as well have a try, and In a very short
time the activities of the board would be-
come null and void, and chaos would
reign in the industry.

The board must take strong action when
growers are prepared to take the risk to
get some advantage out of a particular
situation. It takes two parties to create
goodwill, and the board is not entirely to
blame.

I suggest there has been some misunder-
standing, and this often happens. I can
assure members that we will do our best
to create a situation where the board and
the association can work harmoniously to-
gether. They are both necessary, each to
the other, and I hope the situation to
which I have referred will develop and
proceed. I again thank members for their
contributions to the debate and I commend
the Bill to the House.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Comm~fittee~
The Chairman of Committees (Mr. W.

A. Manning) in the Chair; Mr. Nalder
(Minister for Agriculture) in charge of
the Bill.

Clauses 1 and 2 put and passed.
Clause 2: Section 22 amended-
Mr. NORTON: This clause is very hard

to read into the sections in the Act. I
would refer members to proposed new sub-
section (7). Can the Minister tell us what
it actually means, and what action an
inspector can take in connection with a
Person who is found in possession of pota-
toes?

Mr. NALDER: The reason for this
amendment is to give the inspector more
power and authority. For example, re-
cently an inspector came across a truck-
load of potatoes, which he suspected were
outside the workings of the board, being
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brought to the metropolitan area. Under
the Act he had no authority to intervene.
He could take the number of the truck,
and follow the truck to its destination,
but there were no grounds on which he
could charge the person for bringing those
potatoes from a farm to Perth.

It is possible that a person bringing in
Potatoes might have another property, or
he might have a friend who has a pro-
perty in Perth, and he could unload the
Potatoes from the truck into a shed, and
the inspector would have no authority to
take a sample of those potatoes, or charge
the person concerned for having brought
them illegally to Perth, although he might
have very good ground for believing that
the potatoes were illegally brought to
Perth.

The amendment will allow the inspec-
tor to pick up a Person whom he may
suspect of taking potatoes illegally into
Perth by truck, and he will be able to take
action under subsection (2) of the Act.
He must then give a written receipt to
the person saying he is taking 2 lb. of
potatoes for every 10 stone as a sample.
The position is dealt with very clearly in
this clause. Whether or not the person
concerned is there, the inspector will still
be able to take a sample.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 4 put and passed.
Clause 5: Section 22B added-
Mr. I. W. MANNING: This clause seeks

to prevent a person from planting potatoes
with a. view to producring them for sale:
it aiso seeks to prevent a person from
generally producing potatoes for sale. The
penalty suggests that this is a major
offence in the potato-growing industry.

I imagine a grower who grows without
a license is doing so for the purpose of
marketing outside the State. I think the
major offence is to upset orderly marketing
within Western Australia; and the growing
of potatoes for marketing outside of the
State would surely be a minor offence. It
would not in any way upset orderly mar-
keting in Western Australia, which is what
we are seeking to Protect.

I would like the Minister to say what
effect this clause would have on a grower
who was growing under contract to a
market in the Eastern States and who had
no intention whatsoever of disposing of his
potatoes within Western Australia.

Mr. NALDER: I think the honourable
member knows the answer to this. There
is no doubt it is one of the keys to the
whole situation. A person will not grow
potatoes to sell to the Eastern States. I
could go to all the growers in the honour-
able member's electorate and ask them if
they would grow potatoes for the Eastern
States and they would definitely say they
would not, because, on the law of averages,
the prices in the Eastern States are low
compared with prices that rule here.

Mr. 1. W. Manning: Not at the moment,
Mr. NALDER: Not at the moment; but

no growers would agree to grow potatoes
for the Eastern States, because they know
what has happened in the past and what
is likely to happen in the future. If un-
licensed growers grow potatoes, they are
meant for the local market, which is the
black market. The board does not want
to encourage this, and that is the reason
for this clause. Growing potatoes without
a license could eventually produce chaos
in the industry. We do not want that
situation to arise.

If a genuine grower had a market for
potatoes outside this State, I am sure the
board would give serious consideration to
his being licensed to grow those potatoes,
especially if he preferred to grow a
particular variety of potato. I urge the
Committee to allow this clause to stay in
the Bill, because it will help the present
growers and the industry, and it will assist
the board in carrying out its functions in
a fair and reasonable manner.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 6 put and passed.
Clause 7: Section 30 amended-
Mr. HALL: I take this opportunity to

raise a certain point with the Minister. I
refer to the unequal balance of the board.
In the lower southwest portion of the State
in Dardanup there are 33 growers with 537
acres: in Harvey, 11 growers with 110
acres; and in Waroona, 9 growers with 85
acres. To my way of thinking, because
there are 100 growers in the lower port-ion
of the State, the inequality of representa-
tion on the board should be looked at by
the board.

Certain growers have objected to the
levy. If the growers I have referred to had
representation on the board they could
help to give guidance in arriving at de-
cisions which could affect a major portion
of the primary industry in other portions
of the State. The Minister should have a
look at this and have the constitution of
the board reviewed in order to give better
representation of the southern portion of
the State.

Clause put and negatived.
Clauses 8 and 9 Put and passed.
New clause 7-
Mr. NALDER: I move-

Page 5-Insert after clause 6 the
following new clause to stand as
clavqse 7:-

7. Subsection (3) of section
thirty of the principal Act is
amended-

8.30
amended.

(a) by substituting for the
Passage "prescribed."
in line five of para-
graph (d), the
Passage, "Prescribed;

an" and
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(b) by adding a para-
graph as follows-

(e) such portion of
those proceeds,
or, as the case
may be, pro-
gress or final
payments, but
not exceeding
one and a half
per centum
thereof, as the
Governor by pro-
clamnation from
time to time de-
clares, to be paid
to a reserve fund
to be maintained
by the Board for
the Purpose of
enabling it, from
moneys from
time to time
standing tn the
credit of the
fund, to make
fair returns to
growers ,when
unusual market
conditions pre-
vail.

During my second reading speech, I re-
ferred to the situation that was experi-
enced in Western Australia this year as a
result of drought conditions in the Eastern
States. Certain merchants brought
potatoes from Victoria to Western Aus-
tralia; and, under our Constitution,
nothing could be done to interfere with
that trade. However, if this situation
persists the board will find itself in a
position which it will not be able to coun-
ter, and this will interfere very gravely
with the position of the growers, the
board, and the consumers. I did point out
that a quantity of potatoes which came
over were of poor quality-very poor keep-
ing quality. I believe a number of those
who purchased them were quite dis-
satisfied.

The fund will be used, if necessary, to
allow the board to subsidise, or pay some
money to, the agents to make sure that the
price of potatoes imparted into the State
will be at the same price as the local
Product. The board only has to do this
once or twice, and then no-one will take
the risk of bringing in potatoes from the
Eastern States.

I mention again, for the information of
members, that moneys standing to the
credit of this fund will be used to see that
the growers get fair returns when unusual
marketing conditions prevail. That is the
reason for the particular warding.

Mr. 1. W. MANNING: This additional
fund might be a contentious matter in
the minds of the growers, because it does
mean another deduction from the growers'
returns. The Minister has a point when
he say- that the formation of this fund

will meet the situation when unusual
marketing conditions prevail. He in-
stanced potatoes coming to Western Aus-
tralia from the Eastern States. in the
past, imports have been on a very limited
scale, and I think the unusual marketing
conditions which could prevail would more
likely be due to the board shipping potatoes
to the Eastern States; or the lifting of the
price to encourage growers to remain with
the board when high prices are being
offered in the Eastern States. if the
amendment could be considered desirable
to meet that situation, then there is ad-
ditional merit so far as I am concerned.

There has been a good deal of discussion
on this point in the growing districts, be-
cause a new charge is being introduced
into the Act. The principle of a reserve
fund is something which ought to be
encouraged in any industry. If a reserve
fund is available to meet emergencies, the
board is better able to overcome unusual
conditions. This is a much better pro-
posal to include in the legislation than the
original clause 7, and I think it would have
the general support of the growers.

Mr. NORTON: I had better put the
member for Wellington straight. He said
that this is a better proposal than the
original one. From figures I have obtained,
the present deduction could be 1 per cent.
higher than was the case in the original
amendment. That amendment made an
overall charge of 21 per cent. to meet
banking and administrative charges which
varied from the lowest in 1965 of 0.9 per
cent. to the highest in 1964 of 1.7 per cent.
If 31 per cent, is added to those figures,
the charge will be considerably above the
21 per cent. in the original amendment. I
think this is a worse proposition and I
think the figure is too high.

If last year's figures were maintained at
the same percentage, it would take 2* years
to receive a surplus of $100,000; and over
the past five years $120,000 would have
accumulated. If the full percentage is
charged it will be harder on the grower.
However, it is to be limited to I per cent.;
but I think the lower figure would be better.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: The Minister men-
tioned that the reserve fund would be in
the nature of a revolving fund and that
there would be disbursements back to the
growers. After a period of three or four
years there will be a distribution of a
certain amount of the reserve fund to the
growers. What will be the rights of
growers who have left the industry?

Mr. NALDER: I hope the honourable
member will accept what I have to say.
We are looking at this matter and will
legislate for it at a future time. I feel we
will be able to reach some agreement, and
the grower will still have a credit in the
reserve fund. If a person has been a
grower for three or four years, his turn
will come and the money will be repaid to
him at the time the revolving fund is dis-
bursed.
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Mr. 1. W. MANNING: I would like to
make this Point in reply to the member for
Gascoyne. Unfortunately, we are viewing
this new clause in the light of the com-
ments of the Minister. Under this clause
a revolving fund will be set up and the
money will be returned to the growers.
This could not be readily done under the
provisions of the previous clause 7. That
was the point on which I indicated my
preference.

I regret there is not some provision to
indicate to the growers that this is a re-
volving fund. I feel that if we were able
to show the growers that the money being
deducted for this particular purpose will,
if it is not required, be returned to them,
the legislation would be more readily
accepted by them.

However, I again indicate that I see
more merit in this amendment than the
provision in the Bill.

Mr. NORTON: Paragraph (f) of pro-
posed new subsection (3) of section 30
which we rejected did make provision
for a grower to obtain a fair return when
unusual market conditions prevailed. I
merely wish to point this out to the Com-
mittee.

New clause put and passed.
Title put and passed.
Bill reported with amendments.

METROPOLITAN (PERTH) PASSENGER
TRANSPORT TRUST ACT AMENDMENT

BILL
Report

Report of Committee adopted.
Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr.
O'Connor (Minister for Transport), and
transmitted to the Council.

ROAD AND AIR TRANSPORT
COMMISSION BILL

Report
Report of Committee adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr.

O'Connor (Minister for Transport), and
transmitted to the Council.

STATE FORESTS
Revocation of Dedication:

Council's Message
Message from the Council received and

read notifying that it had concurred in
the Assembly's resolution.

Revocation of Inland Areas:
Council's Message

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it had concurred in
the Assembly's resolution.

BILLS (3): RECEIPT AND FIRST
READING

i. Statute Law Revision (Short Titles)
Bill.

2. Amendments Incorporation
Amendment Bill.

3. Statute Law Revision Bill.

Act

Bills received from the Council; and,
on motions by Mr. Nalder (Minister
for Agriculture), read a first time.

Sitting suspended from 3.47 to 4.4 p.m.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1966-67
In Committee of Supply

Resumed from the 8th November. the
Chairman of Committees (Mr. W. A. Man-
ning) in the Chair.

Vote: Agriculture, $3,432,000-
The CHAIRMAN: Progress was reported

after Division No. 20 (Miscellaneous Ser-
vices) had been agreed to.

MR. NALDER (Icatanning-Minister for
Agriculture) 14.5 P.m.]: I take this oppor-
tunity to review the situation with refer-
ence to agriculture in Western Australia
over the past 12 months. The continuing
expansion of the farming areas reflects
the confidence shown in the future of
agriculture in this State. Cleared land
again increased by over 1,000,000 acres,
from 29,600,000 to 30,900,000 acres for the
1965-66 period.

Members will recall that in 1947 Western
Australia had in the vicinity of 13.000,000
to 14,000,000 acres cleared, but in the in-
tervening 19 years cleared land which has
been put into production has more than
doubled, and this has Proved to be very
satisfactory to agriculture.

As this continuing expansion of areas
includes vast tracts of infertile, sandy, and
ironstone gravelly soils, exploratory field
experiments with fertilisers, including
phosphorus, nitrogen, and trace elements,
have been and still are necessary.

As wheat is the State's major crop, an
intensive study has been and is being
undertaken of its requirements. Last
year farmers sowed 6,100,000 acres to this
crop for a record yield of 102,200,000
bushels. AS this was planted In an area
where the annual rainfall ranges from 11
to 30 inches, there are differences in tem-
perature. length of day, and rainfall dis-
tribution to be considered, as well as the
wide range of soils and fertility levels. The
interaction of all these factors with cereal
varieties is being studied both in the field
and by the department.

Field experiments in 1965 showed the
importance of adequate levels of nitrogen
early in the growth of wheat to achieve
maximum yields, It has been shown that
nitrogen deficiency retards maturity. This
was only part of th- results from the 4'7
experiments in 1965 with nitrogenous
fertilisers. As nitrogenous fertillsz-rs ore
subsidised on the basis of $80 a ton of
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nitrogen, and as they will be manufactured
in Western Australia, work with this type
of fertiliser is expected to continue and
to be intensified.

Many trials wvith phosphatic fertilisers
on old and new land are in progress. These
have again demonstrated the extreme
deficiency of phosphate in the virgin soils
of most of the areas now being developed.

The addition of fertilisers to our soils
is probably the most important factor in
increased production. Even though the im-
portance of fertilisers is appreciated, I do
not think that farmers generally have
been -adding sufficient superphosphate to
the land. This has been demonstrated very
forcibly over the last few years from the
large number of experiments which have
been conducted in various parts of the
State.

Mr. Jamieson: It will cost a little more
in the future when the aerial spraying
legislation is implemented.

Mr. NALDER: That is another subject
altogether. I am quite prepared to admit
there may be some increase, but probably
it will not have any effect on superphos-
phate distribution. Today I had the privi-
lege of meeting a representative of a big
wool-processing firm of Great Britain. He
spent the whole morning in Fremantle
looking at the wools to be presented at the
sales next week. He has been a regular
visitor to Australia and Western Australia
and he noticed one point that has been
brought very clearly to his attention: That
wools on the floor today are bulkier , more
robust, and more weighty than they have
been in the past.

Mr. Cornell: Particularly wool from the
Mt. Marshall district.

Mr. NALDEE: The honourable member
can take great pride in the production
coming from his district. I am sure that
not only he, but every member represent-
ing an agricultural district, can take great
pride in the production from their areas.

Mr. Hawke: Wonderful yields are com-
ing from Crass Patch.

Mr. NALDER: I do not want to start
members arguing that their particular dis-
tricts are better than others. Every member
representing an agricultural electorate can
take pride in the fact that a great increase
in Primary Production has resulted from
improved research and improved methods.

Mr. O'Neil- The crops in my electorate
are disappointing this year!

Mr. NALDER: The Minister means the
crop of fruit flies.

Mr. Hawke-, He is talking about the
dandelion crops.

Mr. NALDER: Trace elements, especially
copper and zinc, have been applied ex-
tensively on Western Australian farmlands
over the past 25 years. but many aspects
of their use are not known. Two research
officers of one division are devoting the

major part of their time to various trace-
element matters, and officers of other div-
isions are also involved. in the wheatbelt
alone, 18 trial plots were planted in 105
on various classes of land where these
elements had not previously been used.

roof of the value of established pasture
on farmers' holdings is in the steady rise
of land planted to it, Last year the area,
rose from 10,400,000 to 11,400,000 acres.
The work done to date has demonstrated
the protection against erosion this gives
the soil. There was a high incidence of
summer storms last year, and reports were
received of damage to newly-constructed
contour systems in many areas. Old banks,
stabilised and protected by pasture, suf-
fered minor damage. The majority of the
visits to farmers by soil conservation ofi-
cers are in relation to water erosion. Last
year a record total of 100,000 acres was
surveyed for contour banks by officers of
this division. Farmers Paid $5,991 for
surveying, and this brings the total paid
to $35,885 since the introduction of
charges in 1952.

Mr. Brady: Are local authorities doing
anything to arrest soil erosion?

Mr. NALDER: We are very Pleased to
see the interest taken by local government
in this matter. There are three local auth-
orities in the country that have engaged a
soil erosion officer. They are paying for
his services out of their rates. No doubt
the farmers are satisfied with the service
and are prepared to employ the officers
to give technical advice and service.

Approaches have been made by local
authorities for the granting of a subsidy
to encourage local government to take a
greater interest in this field; but I want
to tell the House that the Agricultural
Department does not even have sufficient
officers within its own division, and it ad-
vertises from time to time for men to fill
the vacancies. The department has not
been able to satisfy its requirements. The
successful water conservation field day
held at Kojaneerup by officers of the de-
partmient was probably the first such day
devoted entirely to water conservation.

As well as protecting the land against
erosion, pasture has been a main source
of feed for stock carried and, in the heavier
rainfall areas of the south, practically the
only fodder utilised. The extension of
pasture species into the wheatbelt resulted
in an increase in the numbers of sheep
carried in the agricultural areas and added
to the work of the animal division, and
sheep and wool section of the department.
Of the 24,400,000 sheep in the State,
20,700,000 are in the agricultural areas,
and the resources of the department
are strained to station veterinary officers
in the main country areas as well as supply
the necessary facilities at South Perth for
diagnostic and research purposes.

Insufficient sheep have been bred for re-
stocking, which has led to importations
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from other States. Experiments have been
undertaken to lessen the necessity for this,
including those aimed at increasing the
lambing percentage of the flocks, and rear-
ing more lambs; and attention has been
Paid to nutrition of the ewes to minimise
the death rate and time of lambing; and
there have been studies in sheep genetics.
In all of these fields there is extension.
With the increase last year of 1,000,000
ewes mated, and lamb marking percentages
being maintained in the agricultural areas,
some results of this work are becoming
evident.

These and other factors have increased
the pressure on the department to Provide
services, and they have led to the establish-
ment of district offices in country areas. A
contract has been let for a new district
office at Lake Grace and it is expected that
a district office will be established at Three
Springs in the next few months. The
cost of staffing and operating them is Pro-
vided for in the present Estimates.

The department, through its research
and trials, originally at research stations
and then on farmers' properties, has been
testing imported cereals and developing
those of its own breeding. One bred by the
department is Damnpier barley, which is
now being grown by a number of farmers
in 50-acre paddocks. It is also being tested
for brewing and, as it is higher yielding
than the present standard variety, Prior,
gives promise of taking its place. Another
variety is under test and it is anticipated
that the result of this work will be the
replacemnrt of the existing varieties
grown.

As part of its services to farmers, officers
check Paddocks sown for Production of
pasture seed and arrange certification of
particular lines. Last year a record of
approximately 5,000 tons of seed was certi-
fled making Western Australia the largest
pasture seed producing State in the Com-
monwealth.

Considerable progress has been made in
reducing the overall economic loss oc-
casioned by fruit fly. The encouragement
and financial assistance given to the fruit-
fly baiting schemes has resulted in Spec-
tacular differences in the incidence of the
pest and has meant that in some centres
it is virtually eliminated. These fruit-fly
baiting schemes have now become a major
factor in fruit-fly control and their further
expansion to cover all definable susceptible
areas should be encouraged. There were
33 in operation last year and another eight
may commence in 1966-67.

Concurrently with this are the investiga-
tions being undertaken on storage of fruit.
A large Proportion of our fruit for ex-
port and local consumption is cool stored,
and progress made in controlling super-
ficial scald and bitter pit alone make the
work done of value.

A property is to be purchased in the
Manjimup area for future research and

demonstration, for potatoes, canning fruits.
vegetables, and livestock. This is to re-
place the existing research station which
has restricted research potential.

Members will know, of course, that this
research station in the Manjimup area
was designed chiefly to assist in experi-
mental work in the growing of tobacco.
As we all know the tobacco industry in
Western Australia has gone out of exist-
ence and the Particular farm has very
restricted value. Consequently it has been
decided that in the near future it will
be disposed of, and, as I have already
announced, arrangements have been made
to take over a property in the Manjimup
area early next year.

Progress has been made with the
development of yellow-fleshed potato
varieties, and bulking up for seed purposes
is taking place at the research stations.
A trial shipment to Singapore of these
varieties proved successful.

The newly developed Spearwood Brown
Globe onion seed was distributed through
the Onion Marketing Board. The result-
ant crop showed improved quality and
appearance at marketing.

As from the 14th February, 1965. the
Dairy Cattle Compensation Fund and the
Beef Cattle Compensation Trust Fund
were replaced by the Cattle Industry
Compensation Fund and the rate of con-
tribution reduced.

Printing of departmental publications,
including the Journal of Agriculture and
much of the extension material used for
general as well as specific distribution,
was formerly covered by the Government
Printer from direct allocation. As from
this year it has been decided that each
Government department should make pro-
vision for all work undertaken on its be-
half.

The activities of the department.
through its officers, are continuing. These
officers have made a very valuable con-
tribution to the development of agriculture
in Western Australia, and I pay tribute
to them, and especially to those in the
field. A lot of them are working under
rather difficult conditions, particularly
those in the north of the State.

From Wyndham to Esperance, these
men are doing a very fine job in advising
farmers and also in carrying out experi-
mental and research work which will be
valuable in increasing our much-needed
products.

MR. MITCHELL (Stirling) [4.23 p.m.]:
I notice that according to the Estimates.
research stations have cost $415,280, and
some people might think that this is a
large charge on the State's purse. However.
if we look at the credit side, we find that
produce sold-presumably from these re-
search stations--reallsed $321,331. There-
fore that leaves a net balance of a very



2272 ASSEM(BLY.]

small amount the Government is called
upon to contribute towards research into
agricultural matters in this State.

I have on various occasions stressed the
need for the establishment of a research
station in the south coastal area to examine
the problems peculiar to that area. I amn
pleased that the Minister has already
announced that a research station. will be
established there, but up to date no suit-
able property has been obtained.

It has been said by some people that
there are not sufficient sheep in the south
coastal area to warrant the establishment
of a research station to examine the prob-
lems connected with the sheep industry.
The Minister said just now that members
In every part of the State claim that their
particular areas are better than any
others. I do not think that any of us
should claim his area is better than any
other, because all of Western Australia is
good from the agricultural point of view.

I would like to draw the attention of
members to the latest statistics, which in-
dicate that the number of sheep in the
Plantaganet district, which is in my elec-
torate, is 940,000, an increase of almost
200,000 in one year. It is reliably estimated
that shortly there will be over i,000,000
sheep in this area. When we realise that
there are also approximately 30,000 head
of cattle there, it indicates the rapid de-
velopment of stock numbers in the south
coastal area.

It has also been claimed that in one
area in the Albany Shire there will be,
within 10 years, 500,000 sheep within 20
miles of the Wellatead School. This is
very interesting, because five years ago
there were no sheep there at all except
on one isolated station. This progress in-
dicates the necessity for research to enable
the farmers to obtain the best results from
the stock carried.

The Minister mentioned that many in
Western Australia do not apply sufficient
fertiliser to the land, and with this I quite
readily agree. I know from personal ex-
perience the value of fertiliser, and how
much it takes to bring a property to full
production. The property I personally
have some interest in is probably one of
the first in Western Australia which ap-
plied fertilisers. My uncle realised the
importance of using fertiliser with sub-
terranean clover, and the property, since
1922, has received approximately four tons
of superphosphate per acre.

It is claimed by many that if half a ton
Is used It makes no difference. However,
in my opinion, the effect of the non-
application of fertiliser to any particulai?
area is readily evident, and consequently
this gives an indication of the amount of
fertiliser which will eventually be required
in the agricultural areas of Western Aus-
tralia. As I have said, the property in
which I am interested has received a total
application of four tons of superphosphate

per acre over a period of approximately
44 years, but it still shows the effect if
fertiliser is not appied to it.

The Estimates indicate that there will
be a reduction of approximately $100,000
contributed to the Beef Cattle Compen-
sation Fund and the Dairy Cattle Com-
pensation Fund. I presume that this is
because these two funds have now been
amalgamated and there will be an increase
of $41,000 in the contribution to the Cattle
Industry Compensation Fund. Of course,
I realise that the $41,000 is a deduction
from the $100,090 I mentioned.

The improvement in the incidence of
T.B3, in cattle is rather remarkable. It has
been found, of course, that the beef
cattle herds have nowhere near the an-
ticipated amount of infection, and it seems
to me that it will not be long before the
disease is eliminated completely from the
beef cattle herds as well as the dairy herds
of Western Australia.

Those are the one or two points I wanted
to make, and I appeal to the Minister to
proceed with the establishment of the re-
search station in the south coastal areas. I
would like to draw the Committee's atten-
tion particularly to the fact that, whilst I
appreciate and admire the amount of work
that has been done by departmental
officers throughout various districts, I feet
the department is tending to concentrate
its officers in one particular area. For in-
stance, at one time Department of Agricul-
ture officers were stationed in Mt. Barker,
but now all of those officers are stationed
in Albany. If an individual requires any
assistance from them, he has to ring
Albany and ask them to come to Mt.
Barker. I have drawn the Committee's
attention to the fact that Mt. Barker is
quite an important area; and I consider
the department could, at least, make
better provision for agricultural offcers to
be stationed in some of the agricultural
districts, which are more populated as
far as stock numbers are concerned.

MR. BURT (Murchison) [4.32 p.in.]:
Whilst agriculture is rather outside the
primary industries which occur in the
electorate I represent, I would like to
draw the Committee's attention to the
situation at Wiluna. Wiluna is in the
centre of one of the most arid parts of
Western Australia. but there is, however,
aL great quantity of underground water
there which is of an excellent quality. I
feel this water is going to waste at present
because of the lack of imagination and
initiative, perhaps, on the part of the
Department of Agriculture and certainly
on the part of the people who have lived
in that area for a long time.

There are two large underground
streams of water at Wiluna which run
just to the east of the town, and to the
west there is what is known as West Creek,
where another aquifer exists. During the
last three years or so. the Department of
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Agriculture has established a round water
research station on the two fore-mention-
ed streams, and experiments in sinking
bores to look for water have Proved that
very large quantities of water do exist in
this area. From memory. I think the best
yield from one of these bores is 18,000
gallons Per hour and the average is some-
where in the vicinity of 15,000 gallons per
hour.

Further research by the department has
shown that about 500 acres of land in the
Wiluna township could be utilised for the
growing of citrus fruits and other primary
products. It may be remembered by some
members In this Chamber that, for a year
or two prior to the last war, and during
the last war, peanuts were successfully
grown in Wiluna. The man responsible
for this was Mr. Malcolm Plaistowe, a
member of the well-known confectionery
manufacturing family. The peanut In-
dustry died during the latter part of the
war when there was no-one to look after
It, and it has never been re-established.
However, I know the peanut industry was
highly successful during that period. In
addition I feel that many other products
could be experimented with in an effort to
try to bring, perhaps in a small way, that
Particular area of Western Australia into
a profitable primary producing district.

An area of 600 acres of citrus fruits is
quite extensive when it is considered that
we are told that oranges are produced on
only 4.000 acres in the whole of Western
Australia. Honwever, of course, we are
faced with the cost of growing anything
in those rather remote areas. The De-
partment of Agriculture put out some
figures in 1961 which showed an estimated
cost of £80 Per acre to establish citrus
fruits. The yield was considered to be
three tons Per tree over a period of 15
years. In 1961 the cost per bushel was
estimated at Ils. 6d. and at that time
Western Australian growers obtained from
10s. to £2 per bushel for the fruit, ac-
cording to the time of the year. Whilst
that does not appear to be exceptionally
attractive, the possibility of concentrating
the fruit would, I think present a rather
different picture.

The public of Australia are gradually
being taught to enjoy refrigerated foods,and frozen citrus concentrates are becom-
ing more and more popular on the tables
of the people of Australia. I have been
told that 80 per cent. of the Florida crop
of oranges Is now processed. For these
reasons, I feel the department could well
look into the possibilities of growing citrus
fruits at this ground water research
station at Wiluna with a view, perhaps, to
interesting the public in establishing some
types of orchards there.

Perhaps a better crop for the Wiluna
district is the date crop. From time to
time I have addressed questions to the
Minister for Agriculture concerning the

possibility of establishing dates at Wiluna
because I have been advised that, for that
purpose, the climate there is better than
anywhere else in Australia. Only a few
weeks ago. I was told by the Minister that
Australia imported 3,282 tons of dates for
the year ended the 30th June last. In
weight, this comes to about 7,500.000 lb.,
and the present value Is about $800,000.

The only area where commercial date
growing is being tried is at Alice Springs,
and during my recent trip there I in-
spected the garden which is known as El
Mima and which is the property of the De
Fontenay family. Mr. De Fontenay was a
bus driver in Alice Springs years ago and,
during his tours around the district, he
noticed a number of date palms which
probably owed their origin to the Afghans
who drove the camel teams in that area
in the old days and wvho planted the seeds,
no doubt, from dates they obtained from
their own country.

Anyway, Mr. De Fontenay decided to
experiment and, from the planting of one
or two date palms 10 years ago, he now has
a garden with over 200 palms in it. This
is quite a feat, I understand, because the
offshoots, as they are called-which are
the young palms taken from the larger
palms--are prohibited as far as export
from Iran and Iraq, and other countries
where dates are produced, is concerned.
This man, De Fontenay, was forced to
transplant young offshoots and, of course.
the method of producing a garden in such
a slow way baa meant that he bad to have
great patience. On top of that, a date
palm has to be something like 10 to 12
years old before it produces fruit of its
own.

Mr. Jamieson: Can't this be done by
seed?

Mr. BURT: I queried that point. I was
intrigued why ordinary seeds from the
fruit of dates could not be planted and
used In that way, instead of the palms.
However, I was told it is a very risky
experiment and while, perhaps, one palm
germinated in this way may produce fruit,
the planting of the offshoots from the
palms themselves is far more likely to be
successf ul.

I know the department has agreed.
to grow at least some of these offshoots
at the Wiluna experimental station
which are being obtained from Cue where
a local pastoral property has grown dates,
more or less domestically, for some years.

I was rather intrigued when speaking
to Mrs. De Pontenay to _hear that her
husband had been awarded a Churchill
Fellowship for his study of the date-grow-
Ing industry. Whilst I was at Mlice
Springs in September last he was, in fact.
overseas. He went overseas in August and
is visiting the various date-growing coun-
tries of the world. He is due back in
Alice Springs in December and he then
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intends to make the knowledge he has
gained on his trip available to interested
parties,

I would ask the Minister to give every
consideration to experimenting with the
growing of dates at Wiluna. If time were
given to it, it would be a very successful
industry and it would be the means of
employing perhaps 20 or 30 people in an
area which is fast becoming devoid of
population altogether. I suggest the de-
partment should get in touch with Mr.
De Fontenay when he returns from his
overseas visit, because I am quite certain
he would make his services available to
the Wiluna Research Station. Mrs. De
Fontenay was emphatic that Wiluna. was
regarded as having the ideal climate for
the growing of dates; that the water was
available in quantity; and that, in fact, it
was considered to be better than Alice
Springs. As a consequence, aill the suc-
cess that has attended the experiments
in Alice Springs should be possible at
Wiluna.

I realise the department has had great
difficulty in finding staff to go to Wiluna.
Those members who have visited that
town would know that some years ago the
department purchased the Lake Way Hotel,
which was by far the most luxurious hotel
in Wiluna, and has turned it into living
quarters and offices for various members
of the staff of the Department of Agri-
culture in that town. However, it is very
difficult to Persuade technical men to go
to Wiluna and, for that reason, I think
the experimental farm has been retarded
in its efforts to establish such things as
citrus fruits, crops, and other experimen-
tal plants.

Mr. Brady: Is it still experimenting with
groujndnuts and peas in that area?

Mr. BURT: No, unfortunately, the grow-
ing of groundnuts has not been re-estab-
lished, but I feel there is room for
this to be done. I also believe that the
north-west section of the Department of
Agriculture has, perhaps, been fully occu-
pied with experiments at Kununurra on
the Ord River. For this reason, it has
probably not had time to pay much atten-
tion to Wiluna. However, I do feel that
in this area, which is so devoid of popula-
tion but which has such a wonderful
underground water system, it would be
well worth the department's white to Pay
more attention to the growing of crops
that would be successful there.

Mr. Nalder: Do you think that vege-
tables, and such produce, could be grown
there?

Mr. BURT: I am certain anything could
be grown at Wiluna. It is only necessary
to observe what is grown on the station
homesteads throughout the area to which
I am referring to see that this is so.
In fact I know that one station out
from Leonora, with probably half a dozen
orange trees, supplies the Leonora shops

with citrus fruits for the whole winter.
It is, of course, an isolated case and

there is always a problem with freight in
getting" a product to market. That is why
I suggest we could, perhaps, do something
about concentrating products, such as
Juicing- the oranges or drying the fruit up
there, or using some other method to get
ever the freight problem because of the
high costs from Wiluna to other parts
of Western Australia.

Mr. May: Are you still growing peanuts
up there?

Mr. BURT: Peanuts were grown up
there and I referred to that. They were
grown successfully by a firm which used
all of its own production-I refer to Plais-
towe and Co. Probably that firm found
it to be quite profitable.

However, I conclude by asking the Min-
ister to give all the attention that he and
his departmental officers can give to try
to establish a primary industry in the
Wiluna area; and, as regards dates, if the
department approaches Mr. De Pontenay
I am certain he would be only too glad to
give the department all the assistance he
can from the knowledge he has gained
from his recent trip.

IVR. JAMIESON (Beeloo) [4.46 p.m.):
Firstly I wish to make a few comments on
the remarks of the member for Murchison.
Over the years there have been references
in this Chamber to the underground water
supply around Wiluna, and it is a wonder
to me that more use has not been made of
that supply. If the honourable member
cares to refer to) Mansard for some years
prior to his becoming a member of Parlia-
ment, he will find an enlightening speech
was made by the then member for May-
lands, who gave a detailed account of
where this water supply originated. It is
a rather intriguing speech and it is worth
having a look at. because he had this water
supply coming in from under the ocean, or
from somewhere else.

The honourable member referred to the
different types of produce that can be
grown in the Murchison area and men-
tioned the problems associated with high
freight rates. I think this problem could
be overcome by the Government because
on the tables of the dining room of Par-
liament House can be found oranges which
are marked "Riverland." Some of the
oranges to be found on the tables are be-
ing transported over great distances and
the freight must be considerable. There-
fore, if there is any possibility of grow-
Ing oranges in our own State to compete
with those which are imported, and which
we are using at the moment, that possi-
bility should be examined.

Mr. Nalder: Are these oranges coming
from interstate.)

Mr. JAMIESON: Yes; they are marked,
"Riverland." They are coming from
South Australia and Victoria, and they
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are to be found on the tables in the din-
ing room of Parliament House. There
have been many complaints from some
members who have asked why our own
oranges are not being provided. As there
is a possibility of a good industry being
established in the Murchison area, and
apparently all it needs is some encourage-
ment; I think that encouragement should
be given.

Mr. Cornell: They are like Victoria-
sour and dry.

Mr, JAMIESON: The honourable mem-
ber is fairly right. I was rather intrigued
by the reference of the member for Mur-
chison to the growing of dates in his area
and the possibility of producing them in
commercial quantities. I am interested in
the seedless variety. There is not a great
quantity of this type of date grown in
Australia, but at one time, in the district
represented by the member for Swan, there
were date palms which used to bear proli-
fic quantities of seedless dates. The
trouble wvas to beat the fruit fly to them.
They were large dates and they had no
Pips.

Nobody knew the origin of the species
except that the palm were in an area
which at one time was occupied by a
Chinese gardener. It was assumed that the
Chinaman had brought the cuttings, or
the seeds with him. Whether the palms are
still in existence today I would not know.
However, it proves that dates can be grown
even in the more temperate climates, and
without irrigation1. At a Place like Wil-
una, or in other parts of the Murcbison
area, where there is good soil and plenty
of water, I Would Say there would be
distinct possibilities of growing dates and
other tropical fruit. This aspect of agri-
culture should be thoroughly investigated,
because we spend considerable sums of
money in importing tropical fruits to this
State.

As we all know, we are the largest State
in Australia, Proportionately, from an
agricultural point of view, probably because
of our size in the first place, and for vari-
ous other reasons. However, that is no
reason why we should allow the Position to
remain as It is; we should do everything
possible to propagate more and varied
crops. I do not know whether the member
for Murchison mentioned the fact or not,
but I think the seed cotton for Kununurra
is grown in his area, which indicates there
is scope there for many and varied crops
when the water is available.

Of course, that Is not the only area in
the State where there is an abundance of
underground water. I have beard members
tell of a place called Mvillstream where the
river just runs out of the ground, flows for
a few miles, and then disappears again.
The water is absolutely fresh and the
stream runs quite strongly- Not much
notice has been taken of it in the past but
I think an investigation could be made to

see whether some form of irrigation could
be undertaken.

Those are a few comments I wanted to
make on that aspect, but there are other
matters I want to discuss while on this
vote. I was agreeably surprised to see the
progress that had been made at Kununurra
in the growing of various crops, particu-
larly cotton which, in the main, is generally
considered to be a crop which can be grown
only in a temperate climate. The results
obtained at Kununurra indicate that It
can be grown, and grown well, and prob-
ably grown better under conditions there
than under conditions where there is a
more temperate climate and an inter-
mittent rainfall. Apparently an intermit-
tent rainfall can affect considerably a crop
such as cotton.

I now come to the main purpose of my
speech, or my main mission in rising. To
have good agriculture, we must have good
agricultural experts, and to do that we
must have the facilities to train them. In
this State the main college used for the
training of these experts is the Muresh
Agricultural College. I would hate tbe
Minister to think I was pin-pricking him
on this question Just for the sake of doing
it, but I have adopted the same attitude
towards this college for many years now.
If the Minister cares to refer to previous
Hansards he will see that years ago I was
trying to prod the then Minister for Agri-
culture (The Hon. E. K. Hoar) into doing
something for the college. My idea in doing
this was to try to get the college brought
up to a standard where it would have no
peer in Australia.

This is a worthy objective. I do not want
to depreciate the work done that has been
done by many people, or the results that
have been achieved by the students who
have been through the college. Muresk
has a reasonable reputation because of the
students it has turned out. However, my
first impression of Muresk. was that it was
a rather shabby place with badly torn lino
and all sorts of features about it that did
not encourage the students who were resi-
dent there. At the time it was explained
that the college had been short of funds
for a number of years and because of that
it was confronted with all sorts of prob-
lems in that it was not able to be equipped
wit modern facilities or furnishings, such
as floor coverings and the lie. However.
I understand that over recent years con-
siderable improvements have been made
to the facilities at Murest.

Mr. Nalder: You have not been there
lately?

Mr. JAMIfESON: Not for a year or two.
I understand the facilities have improved
considerably compared with those which
were there a few years ago, A modern
dormitory black has been built and, in
general, many improvements have been
made. However, I wonder how much those
improvements will be worth to the State
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in educating the students who pass through
the college when compared with the cost
of education in other establishments in
the State.

Mr. Nalder: If I could arrange for a
trip so that members could inspect the
property, would you be interested in it?

Mr. JAMIESON: I would be very happy
to do that, and I am sure the member
for Bayswater and other members would
be happy to make the trip, too. A few
years ago there was a staff of 44 at the
college, but it appears that another in-
structor has since been appointed and the
staff would now total 45. The overall cost
this financial year is estimated to be
somewhere about $81,000. That would be
the stun required to run the college after
the returns from the sales of the produce
of the college and the fees had been de-
ducted, and it would appear to be well in
excess of the cost of educating the same
number of students at any other college.

At present there are, or there were, 18
students--and I will come to that aspect
in a moment-at the college this year.
Therefore, the estimated expenditure for
this financial year represents in excess of
$1,000 per student after all the fees have
been paid and all the produce from the
school has been sold. In other words, the
Government is subsidising the college to
the tune of $1,000 per student. Surely we
should not need 45 staff members for 78
students; or, if we have 45 members on
the staff, then surely we should be able to
teach more students.

I would hate to think that we were
limited to that number of students at the
college. We know there is a limit at some
of the specialised colleges and at the
University. However, we do not want that
to apply to a collage like Muresk, which
is the senior agricultural college in the
State and where all forms of agricultural
science are taught, unless it is absolutely
essential. There is a considerable staff at
Muresk to teach the students, but I think
the staff could handle a greater number of
students. Under the present circum-
stances it seems the State is carrying a
fairly heavy burden and one which it does
not carry in regard to any other form of
education.

As a consequence, when things go wrong
at the college it is hard to understand
the reason for it. The Minister will recall
that over the years I have asked a few
questions on the discipline at the college
under the previous headmaster. After a
stand-up argument with the director over
the situation that then existed. I gave it
away as a bad job because I could not
get very far with him.

He seems to be a very hard man to
pin down. I realise he has a big State
to administer, but every time one tries to
contact him in regard to something like
this, where some problem is involved which
is associated with his administration, one

finds he has to be in Kununurra, or some-
where else. That is not altogether hh
fault because, as I said, the State coven.
a big area and he has many problems.

However, this year we saw where sonme
10 students, who represent about one-
seventh of the total number of the studenta
at the school, were expelled in one hit.

Mr. Nalder: Not expelled.
Mr. JAMIESON: Well! Not expelled!
Mr. Nalder: Use the right word.
Mr. JAMIESON: Expelled for this year
Mr. Nalder: They were suspended.
Mr. JAMIESON: Yes.
Mr. Nalder: They were not expelled.
Mr. JAMIESON: By any other name!

They were suspended.
Mr. Nalder:- There is a difference, as yov

know.
Mr. JAMIESON: They were sent awaL3

from the college, as the Minister would
know. This caused quite a furore and the
Minister accused me, of course-no doubt
because be is not one who views television
reads the newspapers, or listens to the
wireless l-a-f being the one to indicate
to all and sundry the reasons for the
suspension; when, in fact at the same
time the principal of the college came oul
with a burst of his own in the local Press
He was reported on TV and in The Wesi
Australian a month before I happened te
ask an accidental question.

At that time I had not been involved in
any way, but I saw some reference In the
Press to the effect that certain students had
been suspended and, unfortunately for my-
self. I heaped coals of fire on my head
particularly when I asked how many stud-
ents had been suspended and for whal
offences were these suspensions made since
the new Principal had been in charge
After I asked these questions, the normal
course of my life seemed to change.I
suddenly became some sort of agricultural
adviser both to the staff of the departmenl
-not to the agricultural college, but tc
the staff of the department-and to the
parents and friends of the people who were
suspended.

The approaches varied In this matter
Many people were upset by the appoint-
ment of the principal, and after I had asked
certain questions. I received telephone calit
in which the people pointed out that ap-
plications were called for appointment tc
this high position which was thought te
need an extensive knowledge of agricul-
ture, and that because of the shilly-shally-
ing that went on, a number of the appli-
cations were withdrawn. As a result ol
this the departmental officers who were
making these approaches--and I admit
they were all by telephone but I took their
at their face value, because I am sure the
people were genuine in their complaints-
felt that the best man had not beer
obtained for the money that had been
spent.
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It would seem, from his qualifications,
that Mr. Bartels has considerable scholas-
tic ability. I see that he was Senior Science
Master at the Dookie Agricultural College,
Victoria. He also held other Positions. This
makes me wonder how effective he is in the
matter of administration. Even though he
has such comprehensive qualifications,
these do not include any degrees in agri-
culture which, I should have thought, would
be necessary for a person appointed as prin-
cipal of an agricultural college.

To his credit, the former principal did
have a degree in agriculture which, to my
mind, is quite necessary; because, after all
is said and done, Muresk is a practical
agriculture college; it is one which is able
to practice what it preaches. Students are
shown practical farming methods, practical
viticulture, and anything that is required
in the course of the diplomas; and this
quite apart from the scientific side which,
I believe, is very important.

It would probably be a bit unfair to work
out the proportion of students to staff, but
there are 20-odd instructors; there are 18
on the public service list which indicates
that they are fairly senior. There are also
other advisers on the wages staff, and it
would appear that they have not a great
deal of responsibility per student, and they
should have been able to control the
situation better than they did: they should
have been in a position not to allow mat-
ters to get to the point they did where,
because of the resultant furore, a number
of students were suspended-in fact 10
boys were sent away from the Muresk
Agriculture College.

There is an abundance of information on
this matter. The Minister no doubt read
the letters which appeared in the Press
from time to time. I felt that the position
ought to be clarified, and that it needed
a good deal of airing. It appeared that
at the end of the winter sports season a
celebration was held which was attended
by an ex-student from the Eastern States.
The celebration that was held apparently
included one bottle of beer being drunk by
each student, and this of course was a
breach of the rules. I might add that not
one parent has condoned this conduct.

I repeat, however, that this was the grand
breach of the rules for which these boys
were all sent away from the college; they
were suspended, as the Minister says, for
this Year. I feel that this was rather a
harsh penalty to be imposed on many of
these students, some of whom were only
96 days away from finishing their course;
they had already spent 19 months at the
college and, in the main, they were good
students; some were scholarship students.

It is apparent that some frivolity did go
on, and it is unfortunate that the Minister,
by virtue of the fact that he has such a
very narrow line in respect of alcohol in
any form, may have had his judgment in-
fluenced to the extent of not having a
further inquiry made; nor did he think

that was necessary at the time the matter
was brought to his notice.

I asked a series of questions on this
matter, and the implication was that I was
making the whole thing look bad for the
boys. I asked the Minister about some of
the students who had been sent away in
the following terms:-

(3) In view of the high cost to
parents of maintaining students
at Muresk, does he not consider
the punishment meted out a very
severe financial burden on the
parents concerned?

The Minister's answer was, "No." Would
the Minister like to be in the position in
which some of these parents found them-
selves? We know they are allowed to send
their children back to the school, but it
will be necessary for the parents to pay
another full year's fees and provide the
children with another full year's pocket
money. Quite apart from this the students
themselves might very soon have been
in a position to earn money for themselves.
This has proved to be a considerable
penalty.

I further asked the Minister whether he
knew that such festivities had been
indulged in for a number of years, to
which the Minister replied that he did not
know. I can only Presume that the Minis-
ter did not in fact know that this sort of
thing was done. I have known that this
has been going on for a number of years,
and I am not the Minister for Agriculture.
If the Minister had consulted the Premier
about the matter, I am sure the Premier
would have informed him of the position.
But the Minister tells us he did not know.

Mr. Nalder: If you knew the position,
YOU had a right to make some information
available.

Mr. JAMIESON: I would not carry that
aspect too far, because more senior mem-
bers than I knew of the position. I asked a
series of questions about one student who
had not been included in the original
group, but who volunteered to be associ-
ated with those charged. I asked the
Minister whether he knew of this and he
said he did not. But the Minister should
have known. I appreciate it is not alto-
gether the fault of the Minister, because
he merely reads the answers supplied by
his advisers. He must, however, accept
the responsibility for the advice submitted
to him.

The member for Bayswater will be able
to tell the Minister that one student who
had not been included in the original
group volunteered to be associated with
those who were charged. He said, "If my
mates are in it, I might as well be in
it too." The person who had returned to
the college as an instructor had not been
there very long, and he only included the
names of those boys he knew. I would like
to read out a few letters in connection
with this matter, but before I do so I would
like to refer to a question I asked the
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Minister as to whether there had pre-
viously been a similar kind of punishment
imposed, and whether any of the students
concerned had been previously disciplined
by college authorities. The Minister said
that in some cases expulsion had been im-
posed for serious breaches of rules, and
that all the students concerned had pre-
viously been disciplined.

By the Minister's reply, the position was
made to look even worse than it was, be-
cause he did not indicate why the students
had previously been disciplined. One
student was disciplined because he went
straight out to work at sheep husbandry
instead of going to breakfast--he did not
feel like eating any breakfast. Other
students had been disciplined because they
wore football socks to breakfast, and other
similar technical breaches.

if an analogy were drawn with army
regulations, these offences would warrant
a red mark but not a court martial. Some
of these fellows had been extremely cap-
able students while at Guildford Grammar
School, and a number of other schools in
the metropolitan area. Some of them had
held positions as senior prefects, and were
capable and useful citizens.

Mr. Nalder: Do you not believe in
disciplinary action?

Mr. JAMIESON: I do, but I believe the
parents could have been sent for, and the
students could have been gated for the rest
of the year; they could have been told
clearly that if they were involved In any-
thing else of this nature they would be
sent away. The Minister is dealing with
the parents' money; he is taking action
against parents who were not there.

What irked the parents was that they
entrusted their sons to the administration
at the college, and apparently the members
of the staff there were not able to exercise
as much control over these students as
they should have done. I have with me
a letter written by Mrs. Dempster, of
Clackline. which happened to come into
my possession. It reads, in part, as fol-
lows:-

We have been referred to in the
W.A. Newspaper thus:

Another boy, whose parents were
overseas, decided to go to a nearby
farm owned by the parents of an-
other student. The principal
ultimately telephoned this boy's
father in New Guinea and the
father later went to the college.

The true facts are as follows:-
Our son Phoned us early in the

evening of September 12th, and
asked could we give this boy a
bed for a couple of days to tide
him over, and try and find a job
for him. I agreed immediately.

The next day. September 13th.
the boy rang me to say thank
you and I offered to go over and

get him, however he said he
thought he could get a lift over
here.

He arrived at about 2.30 p.m.,
after lunching in Northam, I
took him out to the farm and he
returned at 6.30 p.m. He tried
to ring his father at Port Moresby,
Sut the radio) telephone closed at
6 p.m. I asked him how much
money he had, and he told me he
thought he had about $4, but he'd
get by. He said he had nothing in
the savings bank account.

Next morning - Wednesday,
September 14th-at 6.30 am, he
rang through to his father anid
told him what bad happened.
That was the first his father had
heard about the matter.

The implication in the Minister's
answer is that Mr. Bartels rang Port
Moresby.

The father then rang Mr. Bartels
from Port Moresby.

Mr. Bartels did not know the boy
was here until told by his father.

All Mr. Bartels said was, "Get out of the
gate." It did not matter that the boy
did not have a relative nearby; it did not
matter whether or not he had a cracker on
him-he was just told to hop it. If ever
there was irresponsibility in a principal,
surely this was It.

Mr. Nalder: It seems you are bordering
close to that now in the statements you
are making. You sound as though you
were there when he was speaking.

Mr. JAMIESON: I am quoting from a
letter-

Mr. Bartels then rang here and I
spoke to him, and while speaking
mentioned that the eleventh boy in-
volved was not a student now, but was
visiting the college on September 9th.
This was news to Mr. Bartels.

This is how much he knew about the whole
goings on! Continuing-

Mr. Bartels never telephoned the
boy's father in New Guinea.

He wrote him a letter, and I wrote
to the father on the Wednesday
afternoon also telling what had hap-
pened. Both letters were received by
the father in the same mail on the
Saturday.

On Sunday the lather rang here
early in the morning to say he was
leaving for Perth at 11 a.m. that day
and hoped to get straight through,
which he did.

He arrived here at about 4 to
12 Monday, then decided to ring Mr.
Bartels, who said he could see him
only before the bank closed or after
4.30 p.m. So I drove him out to the
farm where he collected his son, who
changed and went to the college with
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him. They had an interview with Mr.
Bartels for about an hour. This was
one week after the suspensions.

The father had a long talk and
asked so many questions of the son
and made detailed notes of all answers
of questions and found that a staff
(wages) member at the college had
supplied the liquor.

1 did not know Mr. Bartels supplied this
information-

He spent some time at the Depart-
ment of Agriculture on Tuesday, and
after his interview there rang his son
to say he was flying home that night,
but now the students were mitigated
to a certain degree, and seemed satis-
fied that something would be done to
rectify the situation.

He went back to New Guinea satisfied that
something would be done. To continue-

I feel that Mr. Nalder's remarks lead
people to think worse of the students
than the offence warrants. It was
definitely breaking a rule, but as for
the need to "rehabilitate themselves"
-mostly they are good types of youths,
ability at studies and sports, and it's
very hard to see in. what way any
"rehabilitating" could be done except
to become teetotallers and not defy
rules. The 2nd. year boys had only
96 days left before the diploma course
was finished.

No enquiry was made of the students
as to where they had obtained the
liquor. One boy admitted organizing
the party which was evidently a cele-
bration for this interstate ex-student.
Only a very small amount of liquor
was touched.

Today Saturday, I told this lad
staying here that his father should
write and tell the paper about what
went. on as regards his prompt dis-
missal and being told to get off the
college as quickly as he could, but he
went white with fright, because dad
says he must go back and face up to
the situation next year, and he says
once it is known that he has said
anything, he'll get hell from the
masters--one in particular.

Now that Mrs. Dempster has written to
the Press, the instructors will know who
the student is and there could be victimisa-
tion. if there is, I will be the first to
complain in this Chamber. Continuing-

This could be true, as this one in
particular has victimised other stu-
dents, as most es-students like to tell
you.

Today I've sent a letter to the paper
trying to make a plea for the students'
reputation which I feel has been
blackened by the original statements
published in the Northam Advertiser,
The West Australian, T.V., Wireless
and now Mr. Nalder.

I hope my interfering does good
generally and my son isn't made the
next target-as he had only 63 days
left to complete his course.

This sort of attitude is not very satisfac-
tory to the parents. That letter was dated
about the 14th October, after which we
had a discussion in the House about the
matter. However, I noticed in The West
Australian the matter is still going on, and
on the 8th November of this year a letter
from Mr. B. R. Bayly of Mukinbudin was
published supporting Mrs. Dempster's de-
fence. The letter is as follows:-

I support Mrs. Betty Dempster's de-
fence of the ten students suspended
from Mureak and wish to direct at-
tention to a few other aspects of the
matter.

While we parents contribute the
odd delinquent to the boarding
schools, it requires an explanation
how Muresk suddenly became inflict-
ed with ten of them-nearly one-
seventh of the students.

I should say so, with a staff of 45 to super-
intend them. Continuing-

We send our sons to Muresk in
good faith. We realise that we and
our sans have a duty to the college.
but we also expect the staff to have
some responsibility for the boys' moral
welfare when we leave them in their
care.

If our sons have erred could not
some of the staff, by their lack of
supervision or example, or lackr of in-
terest or understanding, be held to
blame too? Are the boys entirely re-
sponsible for the college environment?

Under the heading "Harsh", the letter
goes on to say-

",Harsh"
It appears that the prosecutors and

Judges must think so in view of the
harsh and inappropriate punishment
inflicted-the waste of a school year.

I feel that Agriculture minister
Nalder is more concerned with up-
holding the righteous indignation of
his department than a genuine desire
to help the boys "rehabilitate them-
selves."

Surely the boys and their parents
have been punished enough already
and they could best rehabilitate them-
selves by being allowed to resume their
studies now instead of next year.

Muresh is probably the only educa-
tional institution in the State which
could take more students. It seems a
senseless waste of the college facilities
and the boys' careers and it is time
the power-that-be had a second look
at the situation.

I know both the Minister and the Prem-
ier have received letters from some of the
parents, because I happened to be the
guinea pig in this matter. After I opened
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my mouth and asked a question, these
people rang me and made complaints.
I told them I could do nothing for them,
but if they wanted further questions asked
I would be prepared to ask them so long
as they were reasonable, As a result of
this offer, I did ask more questions; and
the matter got out of all proportions. I
think this sort of thing should be dealt
with in a far better way. The principal
should have called in the parents and dis-
cussed the matter with them. Hie admits
himself that he told the youths to get in
touch with their parents.

The parents pay the bills and naturally
they like to know what is going on when
their lads are sent away from college. The
headmaster should have called them in,
and perhaps some compromise could have
been arrived at. I think a fairer punish-
ment would have been to put them in for
the rest of the term. It is rather unfor-
tunate, as indicated in the letter, that a
staff member bad something to do with
the supply of the liquor. I agree the
students' action is mitigated to some de-
gree, because the staff member must have
known the rules. He should be the one
who is the scapegoat; or, if not the staff
member with whom It was organised, then
the other people on whom nobody would
tell. Betty Demnpster in her letter states
that the only good feature about the whole
thing was the way they all stuck so well
together.

Some of these parents have been most
irate. They are pillars of the church.
They have rung up and said that no
liquor is allowed inside their homes, and
they do not condone the boys' actions.
They are horrified to think the situation
has reached the stage it has. They take
a college such as this on trust and expect
the welfare of their boys to be looked after,
but this is not the case. I realise that
teachers cannot act as big brothers; but as
I understand the Position it is not possible
for the students to have their own auto-
mnobiles to get out of this college. I pre-
sume the position is the same as it was a
few years ago.

Mr. Runeiman: Had any of these boys
been in trouble before?

Mr. JAMIESON: Yes, for various things
like not attending breakfast. They were
insignifica~nt things. These are all reason-
ably good students with the exception of
one who was not expected to pass his
course, anyway. I do not think anything
can be rectified now. Nothing can be
done in regard to Mr. Bayly's plea, because
too much time has elapsed. However, the
incident deserved aL full departmental in-
Quiry when it occurred. if necessary, this
should have been an open inquiry to make
sure that everything was above board.

These students will play up and indulge
in larks. Youth are always a bit of a
problem when liquor, sex, or something is
attractive to them. They want to smoke,
and so on. I took the Minister to task a

few years ago about smoking at Muresk.
Smoking is supposed to be prohibited un-
der the age of 18, but the canteen sells
tobacco and cigarettes! The way smoking
is prohibited is to put up a list of the
names of the boys under 18 years of age
on the outside of the canteen building.
When there are students and masters, there
are clashes of personality. A master may
chip a boy for smoking and the boy will
give lip back, and so the game goes on.

Mr. Nalder: These things do not only
happen at Muresk.

Mr. JAMIESON: No, they go on every-
where. I have a close association with
youth, and I know the problems which
have to be faced. One has to be vigilant;
and these problems are experienced in even
the best of schools. We have the incidents
of the parties after the interschool sports,
where reasonably young students have been
organised into some degree of drinking.
We all know of the complaints from the
then headmaster (Mr. Prince) of Hale
School. I know these things go on, and
so does the Minister.

Mr. Nalder: And some of the students
have been expelled.

Mr. JAMIESON: Yes. I do not say they
have not. When rules are broken in a
place like Muresk there should be a
reasonable penalty to suit the crime. HOW-
ever, I do not think that was so in this
case. It was the headmaster's place to
give the students concerned a lecture.
There are things stated in letters which I
have here that would make the Minister's
hair stand on end, but I do not intend
to delve Into them.

Mr. Hawke: What hair?
Mr. Nalder: I have some from the same

people.
Mr. Gayfer: Would you explain the 45

instructors?
Mr. JAMIESON: I said a staff of 45 for

78 students. Since the 13th September
there would be a staff of 45 for 68 stu-
dents.

Mrr. Gayfer: I am more interested in the
45.

Mr. JAMIESON: I will categorise them
because to do so will be of interest to mem-
bers.

Mr. Nalder: They are not all instructors.

Mr. JAMIESON: I clearly Indicated that
they have some degree of responsibility. In
1964 there were 18 under the Public Ser-
vice Act, and this number has been lifted
to 19 at the present time. There is a
farm staff of 10, which includes a
vegetable instructor, a subforeman, a lead-
ing hand, and seven general farm hands.

It is recogised that in a place like this
there would have to be people with a degree
of morale fibre, and we would not want
people who would be likely to leave the
students unattended. That is a respon-
sibility of administration.

2280



[Thursday, 10 November, 1966.] 28

There is a domestic staff of 16, includ-
ing domestic supervisor, cook, relief cook,
and 13 male domestics. That is a pretty
heavy staff and one would expect that the
boarders would be looked after. The best
hotels would not provide that proportion
of staff to the residents.

It looks as though It was a bad show
from start to finish, and handled badly.
Unfortunately, it started badly because the
principal was away. It occurred at a time
when the principal should never have been
away. It was the principal's first year.
and it is again unfortunate that this
report was made. It seems to me that the
party was being held in one small dormi-
tory; but in the next dormitory there was
another party taking place.

Mr. Nalder: Apparently they were hav-
ing a party with no lights on.

Mr. JAMIESON: That appears to be
the case; but, unfortunately, evidently.
someone turned on a light to go to the
toilet. If the light had not been turned
on they would probably not have been
caught.

Mr. Nalder: It seems strange to me that
so many people know what happened on
that particular night.

Mr. JAMIESON: If there had only been
one or two involved in the party, not many
would have known about it. But when
there are 10 involved, plus one from the
Eastern States, about whom nothing was
said, plus an instructor, and plus another
15, that is a fair number of people to have
talking about it. Obviously some of the
students would tell their parents; and, of
course, most of the parents would want to
know what was going on.

Those young people probably did not
intend to get into a drinking orgy. I do
not think that occurs. In view of the
background of some of those concerned,
they bad not had anything-or much-
to drink before this occasion. The situa-
tion being as it was, they felt like being
darned fools, and they made darned fools
of themselves, and because of that there
has been a terrible expense to the State
and to the parents.

The State has sustained a loss, because
we could well do with those young people,
despite the fact that they might have
drunk a bottle of beer. We have 10 young
people, or nine-I will give the other fellow
the benefit of the doubt, but my informa-
tion is he probably would not have
passed-and they have to be put through
the course again at some time in the
future. All that extra money has to be
spent by those people and their parents.

The economics of the situation are
terrific. Those people have been subjected
to a fine of something in the vicinity of
$6,000 for drinking a bottle of beer. They
would not have received that punishment
in olden-day England. In the days to
which I am referring, one's head would be
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chopped off rather than that the author-
ities would try to get $6,000. It might
have been a better punishment, in some
instances; because the parents are trying
to do the right thing and the boys will
have to go back again after being told
that their crime was a heinous deed.

The situation probably "buffaloed" over.
Some of those boys are of pretty high
standing, and none of them would be
potential Labor voters. So that is the
situation which exists, and numbers of the
Parents have spent a lot of money. There
were two or three of the students whom I
Pitied. The father of one of the fellows
is only a wages man and he has to pay
another fee. There was another lad whose
parents are in India.

All this occurred because somebody was
being over frivolous on the occasion of the
end of the sports year. With sporting
bodies there always seems to be some
liquor around-whether it is a keg or a
bottle-to quench thirsts. The Minister
knows this, of course. I do not think they
did anything out of the ordinary. We all
agree that the rules were broken and I
do not hesitate to say that the boys should
have been Punished. I do not think the
punishment should have been so harsh.
They deserved a red mark, and plenty of
other punishments could have been im-
posed.

They could have been fined: the Min-
ister indicated that even the private
masters have the right to fine, subject to
the fine being recorded in the crimes book.
On many occasions when the boys are
fined, they Prefer to spend a day working
on the farm instead of paying the fine.
If we are to encourage people to go to
the college we want to be sure that the
administration can administer the rules
set out. If the rules are not carried out.
then the students should not be there.

I have said about enough; nothing can
be done to rectify the wrong. If anything
could be done, I would appeal to the Min-
ister to rectify the situation, but it has
gone too far. Some of the students will
not go back; some cannot afford it. where-
as others could afford three or four times
the cost of the course. It is an unfortunate
situation, and those boys were caught be-
cause of the circumstances which existed
on that fateful night when someone turned
on the light. That takes us back to the
Commandments, and to the extra one: 'Do
not get caught." Those fellows were caught
in the act, and because of that they de-
serve some punishment, but not the pun-
ishment they received.

Mr. Nalder: I hope that what you have
said will help the future of the college.

MRt. TONKIN (Melville-Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) [5.38 P.m.]: Like the
member for Beeloo, I have a grievance
which requires ventilation. From long ex-
perience I know how difficult it is, even
with full Proof at one's disposal, to be able
to get any redress in this place.
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Some few weeks ago I was approached by
a man who had a contract for the carting
of potatoes, and he had held that contract
for a very long time. This man has been
carting potatoes for the Potato Marketing
Board for approximately 18 years. Then,
suddenly, something happened and some-
body decided that this contractor had to
go. I do not know the reason behind the
decision: there could be a valid reason.
However, so far it has not come forward.

It is perfectly obvious that a decision
wv.as made that this particular man had to
go. The information given to me is that
he started to complain about the ineffici-
ency and irregularity with regard to the
provision of potatoes to be loaded. He
would be told that there would be potatoes
to be loaded, when there were none avail-
able at all. Subsequently, he would be
asked to supply trucks to load potatoes
some hours later.

This had been going on for some time;
orders made and countermanded, so that
the firm was being completely humbugged,
and the drivers were complaining. Quite
naturally, he did what anybody would be
expected to do in the circumstances: he
complained.

The first occasion it became obvious
that a move was to be made to get rid of
him was when a certain contractor-who
has now got the contract-was asked by
the storeman at Fremantle whether he
would commence carting potatoes for the
board. So that the contractor would know
what price he was to get for carting
potatoes, he was told the existing contract
price.

Mr. Nalder: Who was it that was told?
Mr. TONKIN: Hindle.
Mr. Nalder: He is the man who holds

the present contract?
Mr. TONKIN: Yes; he was told the price.

I will give evidence in support of that
statement as I proceed. When I was first
approached on this matter I asked some
questions which appear on page 932 of
Mansard. I asked the following ques-
tions:

On what date prior to Saturday, the
10th September, 1968, did the Western
Australian Potato Marketing Board
last invite tenders for the cartage of
Potatoes to and from the board's store
at Fremantle (metropolitan area
only) ?

That question was adroitly avoided, and
the answer I received was as follows:-

For at least the past 18 years, cart-
age to and from the board's store at
Fremantle has been negotiated from
time to time between the board and
the carriers.

I1 wanted to know whether the calling of
tenders was the usual procedure, and how
frequently it was adopted. However, I did
not get an answer to that. The answer

was as I have read out, that from time to
time this was negotiated. So it is fairly
clear that tenders have not been called.

Why the sudden decision to call tenders
now? Had it been the Practice over the
previous 18 years to negotiate with the
carrier, and that particular carrier had
had the contract for 18 years, why the
necessity-all of a sudden-to call tend-
ers? That requires some explanation.
The next question I asked was:-

Is there a definite policy in con-
nection with the calling of tenders for
cartage?

And the answer to that was "Yes.' It
seems to me that that policy has been
formed recently, because it has not been
the policy in operation for 18 years. Part
(3) of my question was-

If "Yes," what are the details?
The details were that "Tenders will be
called annually." There were no tenders
called for 18 years; the matter was
negotiated. Now tenders will be called
annually. The next part of my question
was-

How many years has the present
contractor been carting for the board?

The answer was, "Approximately i8 years."
The next question was-

Is he aware that a person who has
knowledge of the present contract
rate has been approaching persons
likely to be interested in tendering
and informing them of the existing
rate for the purpose of enabling them
to put mn a lower tender?

and the Minister's answer was, "No."
I am wondering what inquiries the Min-

ister made to put him in a position to give
that answer, because if he had made any
inquiry he would have ascertained that
Bullock telephoned the assistant manager
on the day this present contractor was ap-
proached and complained to the assistant
manager about this procedure. Subse-
quently, he attended a board meeting and
complained to the board about the pro-
cedure.

The Minister must have made a fine
inquiry, or if he did make a proper inquiry
he must have been led up the garden path
when he gave the answer that he did not
know anything about this; because the as-
sistant manager received the complaint
from Bullock the day it happened, and
a few days afterwards Bullock attended
a meeting of the board and complained to
the board about the matter.

When I asked the Minister a question
whether he was aware of this, his answer
was "No." My next question was--

Is the purpose of this procedure to
get rid of the Present contractor be-
cause he disclosed to the board in-
formation concerning a number of un-
satisfactory occurrences?
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and the answer was that the question was
answered by the answer given to the pre-
vious Question. My next question to the
Minister was as follows:-

What quantity of potatoes is, on the
average, given away by the board on
the score of public relations?

and the answer was-
Approximately 6 to 8 tons second-

grade potatoes per month.
My next question was_

Who are the recipients of these free
gifts who most regularly benefit?

In reply to this the Minister gave a long
list of charitable institutions, but there
was no mention of any individual person.

I have been supplied with the registra-
tion numbers of 24 private motorcars
which have been seen taking away bags of
potatoes from the store. I do not pro-
pose to read those numbers to the Com-
mittee, but I have them here if the Minis-
ter wants to see them.

Mr. May: Have you the numbers?
Mr. TONKIN: I have the numbers of

the motorcars which have been observed
by persons interested, and which have
been taking away bags of potatoes from
the store. Surely the Minister ought to
be interested in that, and the board ought

- to be interested in -it, too. This is some
of the information which Bullock passed
to the board.

I am wondering whether, because he
knew'too much, a decision was made to get
rid of him: I asked these questions on
the 20th September when the writing was
on the wall and, in due course when
tenders were called, the existing contractor
lost the job and the contract was given
to a different carter.

Mr. Nalder: Do you suggest that those
motorcars that went to the board's office
took away potatoes that had not been pur-
chased?

Mr. TONKIN: I am not in a position
to suggest anything. I am simply passing
on to the Minister the information that
was conveyed to me, and included in that
information were the numbers of the
motorcars which took away bags of
potatoes. I do not know whether the
board has permission to sell bags of pota-
toes to individual persons, but I do not
think it has.

Mr. Nalder: The board can sell any
quantity of potatoes.

Mr. TONKIN: To individuals that go to
the store?

Mr. Nalder: They were probably store-
keepers.

Mr. TONKIN: Oh no; they were not
storekeepers.

Mr. Nalder: Probably they were repre-
sentatives from the charitable institutions
listed in the answer I gave to the hon-
ourable member.

Mr. TONKIN: And probably they were
not.

Mr. Nalder: I have some evidence of a
charge that was made and I followed it
through to discover that the People receiv-
ing the potatoes were doing so quite legi-
timately.

Mr. TONKIN: I am suggesting there
must be a reason why somebody got rid
of Bullock. Further, they got rid of him
after 18 years, so one has to look for the
reason. Bullock's explanation is that he
complained to the board about these ir-
regularities, the inefficiency at the store,
and the way he was being humbugged
about: that is, being told there were
potatoes at the store to cart and then
when he went to the store with his trucks
he found no potatoes, following which,
several hours later, he would be called in
to cart potatoes. Then he would be told
he would have a certain quantity of
Potatoes to cart, but when he sent his
trucks to the store there would not be
half that quantity to cart.

Mr. J. Hegney: That is what one would
call irritation tactics.

Mr. TONKCIN: Bullock then got fed up
with the situation and he started to com-
plain. Apparently that was when some-
body decided he should be tramped. Before
this happened it was clear to him that
he would not finish up with a contract,
and it is strange that the man who was
given the contract tendered precisely the
price of the existing contract; and. Mr.
Minister, it was not the lowest tender. It
appeared that this person must have been.
favoured by somebody. Ptomn what Bul-
lock has told me I am satisfied that the
storeman from Fremantle went to the
Present contractor, tried to arrange with
him for some carting to be done im-
mediately-which he was unable to do-
and told him the price at which the
carting was being done, because that was
the Price which he subsequently tendered.

According to Bullock, on this Particular
day, this contractor went to his home and
in the presence of his wife and himself
explained that the storeman had visited
him and given him this price, and asked
him to cart potatoes.

Mr. Nalder: That is, the present con-
tractor went to the home of the previous
contractor and told him he had been given
this figure?

Mr. TONKIN: Yes, that is right. He told
him he had been given the figures and had
been asked to cart potatoes and, accord-
ing to Bullock, he asked Bullock what he
Should do about it; that is, whether he
could Proceed and do the carting. The
written statement given to me is that at
1 p.m. on the 1st September the present
contractor went to Bullock's home and
told him the storeman had asked him to
start carting potatoes on Monday, the 5th
September, and gave him the cartage rates
so he would know what to charge.
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Bullock said the Potato Marketing Board
was calling for tenders, but he was under
contract to cart until the 15th October. So
Bullock told the present contractor to go
to the Perth office and discuss the matter
with Mr. Devenish, and when he did, Mr.
Devenish told him the board did not want
him to start carting until the 16th October.
So it had already been arranged-before
the contract was let and before any de-
cision was made on the tenders-that this
new contractor was to start carting on
the 16th October. On my information he
was not, by a long way, the lowest ten-
derer.

On the 1st September, after Bullock had
been given this information, he telephoned
Mr. Devenish and complained about his
cartage rates being given to another con-
tractor, and on the 6th September, Bul-
lock attended a meeting of the Potato
Marketing Hoard and asked the board why
the storeman was taking his cartage rates
around Fremantle to cartage contractors;
and, according to Bullock, he received no
reply from the members of the board.

This, of course, is an ex parte statement
from me. I have had no opportunity to in-
quire into the rights and wrongs of this,
but when a man comes to me and he
appears to be making a genuine complaint
about the treatment he is receiving, and
gives reasons for it, I think the situation
requires some inquiry. So I expected the
Minister, when I gave him the opportunity
other day to call for a report on this
matter, to let me have a look at it, but
the Minister's answer was that he had no
intention of taking such action; that he
was quite satisfied. I know I would not
be satisfied with a situation such as that.

rrstly, I would want to know all the
circumstances leading up to the present
situation, but not according to what the
members of the board would tell me. In-
variably, when charges are laid against
anyone, there is an immediate denial.
What else could one expect? It does not
matter how strong the evidence one has
to present, invariably there is a denial.
One does not accept that. One has to
satisfy oneself that there are no grounds
for the complaint. Prima facie, surely this
case warrants an inquiry. A man has been
performing the carting for a board for 18
years. If he is an irresponsible, unreliable
person, it has taken the board a long while
to wake up.

The decision made to get rid of him was
sudden, but it was as obvious as a missing
tooth that the board intended to get rid
of him, and it has done so. Surely the
Minister will want some satisfactory ex-
planation of what suddenly occurred to
put the board in a frame of mind that it
wished to get another carter! The point
I am putting to the Minister is that when
statements have been made about the
irregular picking tup of bags of potatoes, the

matter should not be allowed to rest. Also,
what has been done could be perfectly
legitimate.

Mr. Toms: How did Bullock's tender
compare with the successful tender?

Mr. TONKIN: It was the same as the
successful tender, but the name of the suc-
cessful tenderer was about No. 5 on the
list of tenderers. I think there were about
four tenders which were lower than his.
That statement is open to correction but.
as far as I know, there were four prices
lower than that submitted by the success-
ful tenderer.

Mr. Nalder: There is nothing wrong
with that. Surely there are many occasions
when the lowest tender is not accepted.

Mr. TONKIN: I know that on the face
of it there might not be anything wrong.but at least the situation calls for some-
body to have a look at it, especially when
the person granted the contract-so I am
told-is the chairman of the association of
master carriers, and he submitted a price
which was below the master carriers' rates.

So there is something in this which
requires a little further investigation; it
should not be wiped off by saying, "I am
perfectly satisfied there is nothing irregu-
lar about this." I do not accept that in
the face of what has happened. There are
a number of circumstances in regard to
this matter which suggest that somebody
had a special reason for wanting to get
rid of this carter all of a sudden and, of
course, that somebody has succeeded in
doing just that.

The question that remains unanswered
in my mind is: Should they have succeeded
in getting rid of him in this way? Because
I will take some convincing that a man
who has satisfactorily done the carting for
a board for 18 years should suddenly be-
come incompetent and unreliable. So the
whole thing would suggest the existence or
some very special reason; it could be a
very good reason but, on the other hand,
it could be a very bad reason. But surely
it calls for some inquiry as to why this
happened.

The next point is that since it has not
been the practice to call tenders but to
negotiate prices, why was this sudden de-
cision taken at this particular time to call
tenders? I would not complain about the
calling of tenders to handle the produce
of growers, but I have yet to learn that
it is ethical to call tenders and at the
same time give some people prior know-
ledge of the existing Prices.

That is a new one on me in relation to
the calling of tenders. If that were carried
on it could ensure that one's favourite
friends always got the job: and it looks
mighty like something of that nature
having occurred here. According to the
Minister's answer he does not accept the
fact that prior knowledge was given of the
existing prices. I could hardly imagine,
however, that Bullock would concoct this
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story; and surely the board would know
whether Bullock had attended a meeting
on the 6th November, and complained
about what had happened. That could
quite easily be established if the belief
were other than that is true.

The first question I would ask is: Did
Bullock attend a meeting of the board,
and for what purpose? The next question
I would ask Is: What did Bullock say while
there, and what answer was given to the
questions he asked? If we could get in-
formation about that I think we would be
in a better Position to judge this entire
matter. But we can get no information
at all.

When I asked the Minister the other
day whether he denied that the present
contractor had been given information, he
evaded the question. Had the Minister
made due inquiry which would have put
him in a position to answer that he was
not aware that prior information had been
supplied to the present contractor, he
would have been in a position to issue a
denial. He should have satisfied himself,
upon his inquiry, that he was being told
the truth and that, in fact, no such action
ever took place.

If he was so convinced there would be
no difficulty in his saying, "I deny that
any offer was made by any employee of
the board in that direction." But instead
of giving me the denial for which I asked,
the Minister fell back on his previous
answer, and said that he had no know-
ledge,

Mr. Nalder: That is quite correct.

Mr. TONKIN: That is an old one.

Mr. Nalder: Do you expect me to go
and interview each member of the board
and each officer of the staff to find out
whether they did?

Mr. TONKIN: No, I do not; but I will
tell the Minister what I do expect.

Mr. Nalder: Well, go ahead.

Mr. TONKIN: The first thing is that
if it appeared primna facie that there were
grounds for believing the charge. I would
then cause inquiries to be made, and I
would want it in writing-I would want a
report about the allegations and the
answers to them; and I would want it
signed by the manager. Did the Minister
get any written report on the matter at
all?

Mr. Nalder: No, I did not; but I had
other inquiries made which satisfied me
as to the position long before the honour-
able member probably knew about It.

Mr. TONKIN: Surely the Minister
knows that invariably when charges are
made against people who are in trouble
there is a denial! That is what we must
expect; and then the onus is on the per-
Eon making the charge to prove it.

invariably there is a denial. We have
to start from there, and we should not
accept any plausible story that is put up.
Here is a situation where a person gives
days and dates, and Bullock avers that it
was on the 1st September when the pre-
sent contractor told him he had been given
the price. Bullock said that his wife was
Present when the contractor spoke to him,
and also that there were two other per-
sons present in his house who could say
whether or not the contractor had visited
him on that day.

Having established that the contractor
visited him on that day-and that should
not be difficult to establish-the contrac-
tor should be asked the purpose of his
visit. Then we might find out whether
the purpose was to discuss what he should
do under the circumstances. That could
lead us to establish that, in fact, an em -ployee of the board did convey this price
to him. It would be a Most remarkable
coincidence if he were the person who is
now the contractor and who tendered the
existing contract price. I would not say
that could not happen, but I say it is
most unlikely for it to happen.

Mr. Gayfer: Are you implying the tender
Price was a secret up to this point?

Mr. TONKIN: Yes.
Mr. Gayfer: This was not the previous

tender price?
Mr. TONKIN: There was no tender be-

fore. It was a negotiated price with the
contractor, and be had been doing the
carting for 18 years. He believed that he
was to be dispensed with, because he was
told that tenders were to be called.

I have no complaint about the calling
of tenders, but I do complain if they are
to be called an the basis that some people
are given prior knowledge of the existing
price. That is what is required to be
established, and I think a proper inquiry
would establish it one way or the other.
r do not think the Minister has conducted
a Proper inquiry into this very important
aspect. one is led to believe that, in fact.
'a decision had been made to get rid of
the existing contractor; and that brings
up the question: For what reason?

If that matter is probed properly we
might find out that these motorcars had
been going along and the drivers getting
potatoes when they had no right to get
them. I do not know whether or not they
did get the potatoes, but it seems to be
very strange that all of a sudden some-
thing had to be done to get rid of the
contractor. The result has been achieved,
because he is no longer under contract.
Surely that cannot be accepted as some-
thing which occurs in the ordinary course
of business, or as a matter which does not
warrant further inquiry. I am not satisfied
that the Minister's inquiry was more than
a perfunctory inquiry.
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Mr. Nalder: I can say that some or
the car inumbers were given to me. I made
inquiries1 and was able to determine with-
out any shadow of a doubt that the motor-
cars which picked up the potatoes were
on normal business. This was proved to
my satisfaction.

Mr. TONKIN: That might be so, but
did the Minister make any inquiries? All
of a sudden a decision was made to get
rid of the contractor.

Mr. Nalder: As far as I can gather there
was no sudden decision made. I would
remind the honourable member of his own
statement: That the decision to end this
person's contract was made on the 15th
October. So in the ordinary course of
business the board would look for another
contractor.

Mr. TONKIN: It had not during the
Previous 18 years.

Mr. Nalder: There is nothing wrong
with the board's decision.

Mr. TONKIN: It suddenly decided to
call tenders.

Mr. Nalder: It would do that under
normal circumstances, after it had made
the decision.

Mr. TONKIN: Can the Minister give a
satisfactory reason why the board suddenly
decided to call tenders?

Mr. Nalder: Not suddenly, but I was
given a satisfactory reason.

Mr. TONKIN: It might help if I were
given the reason. The reason I have in
mind is that the board wanted to get rid
of the then existing contractor by calling
tenders, and by telling somebody what was
the price. That is the surest way to get
rid of the contractor. If that did not
result in getting rid of him then nothing
would. 1 told Bullock when he saw me
that he would not get the contract. I
made a guess on the circumstances as
they were.

Mr. Bove]]: I think you have clairvoyant
powers, like the person in the newspapers.

Mr. TONKIN: I have no clairvoyant
powers. It is just a case of putting two
and two together, and making four. It
is as obvious as a missing tooth.

Mr. Gayfer: With no fluoride?
Mr. TONKIN: I shall have more to say

about that subject later on.
Mr. BovelI: The Deputy Leader of the

Opposition should have followed a differ-
ent profession; he should have been a
clairvoyant.

Mr. TONKIN: The Minister should
appreciate that one does not have to be
clairvoyant to see a hole in a ladder. I
ask the Minister to treat this matter
seriously. Firstly, there is the question
whether any of these potatoes are being
regularly distributed to the disadvantage
of the growers, and that aspect calls for
some inquiry.
Sitting suspended from 61f5 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. TONKIN: To round off my com-
Plaint, I do not think it is quite playing
the game when tenders are being called to
give one of the tenderers notice of the ex-
isting contract price. Until I have evidence
to the contrary, I will believe that is what
has been done in this case.

Mr. Nalder: I checked up during the tea
adjournment and have a written and
signed statement from the person con-
cerned that he had no prior knowledge.

Mr. TONKIN: That would not satisfy
me either, because I happen to know this
person concerned asked Bullock to go and
see himn and he told Bullock he would
deny what he Previously said-and that
is what he has done.

Mr. Nalder: I1 have it in writing.
Mr. TONKIN: Having it in writing from

the person concerned proves nothing. This
needs an inquiry. The first point is: It
needs to be established what suddenly
occurred to require the board to change a
policy which it had been using for 18 years;
and why it got rid of a man who has satis-
factorily performed his duties for the board
during that time.

The next is: How did it transpire that
the very person, about whom I was told
information had been given, was the one to
get the contract finally? These things are
not explained by somebody writing that
he was not given prior notice of the price.
He knew the price, because that was the
price he tendered. He must have had some
understanding that if he tendered the ex-
isting price he would receive preference.
because the price he tendered, I under-
stand, was not the lowest. These things
are not explained by the minister when he
says, "I have a written statement from
the man concerned denying he was given
prior notice."

Mr. Nalder: You are suggesting I did not
make any inquiry at all.

Mr. TONKIN: I amr saying that the Min-
ister's inquiry appears to me to have been
a very perfunctory one. I think the Minis-
ter should have asked for a written report
on the circumstances-he should have
asked specifically why the board decided tc
call tenders: did it have any dissatisfaction
with the existing contractor; and whal
were the reasons? Here is a case, where
despite what the Minister now tells me
Bullock first of all rang up the assistani
manager and complained his prices were
being shown to other people, and then or
the 6th September, he attended the board
meeting and again complained. Surely ht
would not do that unless he had some bash
for doing so;, and the basis he gives is that
the person concerned went around to hL.
home and in his Presence, and In the
presence of his wife, stated he had beer,
given this Price.

Mr. Nalder: I have every reason to be-
lieve that this is correct, just as much aw
you believe what you have been told L,
correct.
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Mr. TONKIN- On the contrary, I am
not believing it. I have already said I am
making an ex Parte statement: and what
I do require and what I do expect is that
there will be a proper Inquiry and not an
acceptance of a dental by the person who
has benefited from this manoeuvre. That
would not carry any weight with me at
all. Would the Minister expect him to cut
the ground from under his own, feet by
admitting it?

Mr. Nalder: What about the denial by
the member of the staff who said he did
not supply the information?

Mr. TONKIN: I am suggesting-
Mr. Nalder: I have had that given to

me. What do I do?
Mr. TONKIN: I am going to tell the

Minister what I think he ought to do.
Firstly, he should ask whether the assist-
ant manager got a ring on the 1st Septem-
ber from Bullock complaining that -the
price had been given. That can be estab-
lished. The next thing is: Did Bullock at-
tend a meeting of the board?

Mr. Nalder: Yes, be did. I know this.
Mr. TONKIN:. For what purpose?
Mr. Nalder: The board agreed to hear

his complaint.
Mr. TONKIN: Then apparently It be-

lieved that he was going to make a com-plaint. The next thing is: What was the
nature of the complaint he made? Surely
that can be ascertained. Did he want to
make a complaint: did he make it: and
what didi he complain of?

Mr. Nalder: It was made to the board
and the board considered it.

Mr. TONJKIN: Did the board give a
reply Immediately?

Mr. Nalder: I do rnot know the details
of the complaint. I have been told that
is what happened.

Mr. TONKIN: I am not suggesting the
Minister ought to know the details, but
he should make it his business to find out.

Mr. Nalder: I know sufficient to be
satisfied the board made a full inquiry.

Mr. TONKIN: If the Minister is satis-
fled we will get nowhere: and that comes
back to what I said when I1 started: How
difficult, if not impossible, it is when
one is bucking a Government department
to get any action to prove one's own case.
This is always so.

Mr. Nalder: This is not a Government
department.

Mr. TONKIN: it is next door to it. It
is a Government board under the control
of a Minister.

Mr. Nalder: The board makes its deci-
sions; I do not tell It what to do.

Mr. TONKIN: That is only quibbling.The Minister has to take the responsi-
bility for what is happening.

Mr. Nalder: And I am satisfied with the
decision.

Mr. TONKIN: Now the Minister is
satisfied.

Mr. Nalder: You have had your oppor-
tunity to say it.

Mr. TONKIN.! The matter will not rest
here, because I understand the person
concerned is going to take some action,
through his organisation. A chap does
not do that sort of thing unless he feels
he is on sound ground. I understand
Bullock asked for an opportunity to see
the Minister and was refused. Surely
here was a chance for the Minister to
see if there was anything wrong with the
complaint, but he declined to take advan-
tage of that opportunity.

Under the circumstances I am not pre-
pared to accept a statement here as being
the complete answer-the statement the
Minister has in his possession, which is a6
denial by the existing contractor, who has
benefited, that he was ever told the price
of the existing contract. For the time
being I will leave the matter rest there.

MR. RUSHTON (Dale) [7.40 p.m.]: A
particularly large number of potatoes is
grown in my electorate, but I am sure the
Minister will be delighted to know I am
not going to speak on that subject tonight.
As the Minister mentioned, I represent an
electorate which is rather proud of its
agricultural production figures, and I
would like briefly to mention some of
them.

In the dairying industry, the wholemilk
production is ever-increasing and cream
production is always On the rlsc. The beef
studs have been winning the top prizes at
the Royal Show and other shows. The pig
industry is well established in my elec-
torate and is al1so winning top awards and
making a valuable contribution to the
overseas export figures. We even have some
of the most promising racehorses, both
gallopers. and trotters. in connection with
the broiler industry, we have possibly the
largest single unit in our electorate. This
unit is working towards a production of
2,000,000 chickens a year, but there is a
tre;mendous number of individual units all
making a valuable contribution to this
meat section, which proved tremendously
important when prices were rather steep
during the past year.

The production in the fruit industry is
also increasing. Eixports are important to
the State's economy and an ever-
increasing number of cool stores is being
erected. I have a couple of comments to
make on the fruit industry.

The member for Murchison and the
mrember for Beebeo referred to produc-
tion at, I think, Wiluna. The people in
my area are faced with ever-increasing
difficulties concerning marketing, and they
are changing their customary procedure
because of economic trends. Whilst I sup-
port very fully the suggestion that citrus
trees and other agricultural products be
grown at Wiluna, I must stress the fact

2287



2288 ASSEMBLY.]

that marketing is a very real problem. As
I have said, those in my electorate are
facing this Problem and are endeavouring
to overcome It, but the economic trend in
the fresh-fruit market is ever with them.

One item I did wish to refer to the
Minister concerns the restriction placed on
various fruits at certain times of the year.
This restriction is imposed to ensure that
immature fruit is not marketed. The only
notice given at present is published in the
Government Gazette and the daily news-
papers. I do not believe that many of the
people who require this notice receive it
this way. In my area there are growers who
have come from various countries, but
even I would not be able to find the notice
in the Government Gazette or daily
newspaper. Therefore I would ask the
Minister to give extra thought to this
Problem to see if he can devise a more
acceptable method of notifying the grower
concerning the restrictive periods. r did
mention this matter in my speech on the
Address-in-Reply, but I do not know if the
Minister has had an opporunity of con-
sidering it.

Mr. Toms drew attention to the state of
the Committee.

(Bells rung and a quorum formed.)
Mr. RUSHTON: Before the interrup-

tion I was asking the Minister to give extra
attention to the notice concerning the
restrictive periods which are imposed from
time to time to protect the market from
immature fruit. I mentioned that notice is
usually placed in the Government Gazette
and the daily newspapers, and I said that
I felt that if I were a grower I would not
always find this a practical way of receiv-
ing the notice. I readily concede that it
will be difficult to devise the ideal system
under which this notice could be given.
However, many of the growers in my elec-
torate come from various foreign countries
and for this reason also they face some
difficulty in this respect,

The situation is that they take their
fruit to the market only to find that it is
not acceptable. They then have the prob-
lems and cost of having to take the f ruit
home and dispose of it. I think the law is
rather strict as to what happens with the
fruit. I am not quite sure, but I think it
has to go to a piggery or be destroyed.

I now move to horticulture, and would
like to comment on the nurseries which
are being established in my electorate.
One of these is at present employing 35
people, so this does stress the importance
of these nurseries to a community. In-
dustries are always welcome if they create
employment.

I must stress the point that the depart-
ment must be very conscious of the needs
of the nurserymen, and, of course, the
nurserymen must be very conscious of the
various requirements of agriculture. Be-
tween them they are endeavouring to pro-
duce the needs of Western Australia. I
do not mind if Australia as a whole bene-

fits, but I do feel that if Western Australia
can produce all its own horticultural re-
quirements, it should do so. In recent
times there has been a very satisfying in-
crease in production in this field and I
have first-hand knowledge of the efforts
being made by many people to make Wes-
tern Australia independent in this sec-
tion of agriculture.

In closing I would Pay tribute to the
many agriculturalists in our State who are
playing a major part in keeping our
economy buoyant and who are showing
tremendous courage. This applies to those
from the north to the very south of the
State. They are providing us with a means
by which we can overcome the attacks
which are made from time to time upon
our economy. I believe that the agricul-
tural section of our community is deserv-
ing of the greatest praise for its contri-
bution to the State's welfare.

MR. TOMS (Bayswater) [7.50 p~m.): I
want to take the opportunity to briefly
support the remarks made by the member
for Beeloc earlier this evening regarding
the conditions at Muresk College. r re-
member that when this matter was first
raised and the suspension of the 10 lads
hit the headlines, the Minister did remark
that perhaps if we kept a little quiet it
might be to the advantage of the students.
I think perhaps the Minister had in mind
more at that time the welfare of the par-
ticular college. I feel that in a number
of cases irreparable damage has been
caused to the lads.

The member for Beeloo quoted rather
extensively from the correspondence
he received, and I have been associ-
ated with him on this subject since the
start of the bubble. There were other
matters which, for very good reasons, the
member for Beeloo did not quote. I do
not intend to enlarge on that, but the
Minister could have a look at the balance
of the letters if be is interested.

The disturbing fact to me is that ap-
parently1 as far as the Minister is con-
cerned. he is finished 'with it. I say "dis-
turbing," because one of the lads con-
cerned lives in my electorate, and he was
a Guildford Grammar School student.

Mr. Dunn: A very fine school.
Mr. TOMB: A very fine school, and a

very fine lad. He was head of one of the
houses, which should illustrate the type of
lad he was when he became involved in
the drunken orgy-as it has been referred
to-where each lad had one bottle of beer.

The lad of whom I am speaking had
occasion to report to the master that
underage drinking was going on, but the
master told him to mind his own business,
because apparently senior lads were sup-
plying the beer. This is the type of lad
who goes to the college at Mureak and he
is the lad who, with nine other lads, was
found drinking a bottle of beer. That is
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all they had, because they had only put In
for one bottle each. Their other crimes
have been read to the Chamber by the
member for Beeloo and I think that to the
surprise of the members on the other side
they were trivial.

When one considers the punishment
meted out, it is like trying to scratch one's
self: but in this particular case the skin
has been well and truly torn. The lad
whom I have mentioned had been getting
on very well, but I can tell the Minister
he has no desire at all to go back to the
college. That is a pity because he had
taken some time to settle down but was
getting on very well. However, that is
what this Particular experience has done
to that lad who possibly could have given
a lot to this State.

That has probably happened to some
other lads. This is the boy who volunteered
the information that he was involved, after
the other nine had been caught. 'He has
received the same punishment as the
others, as though he had been a criminal.

The member for Beeloo touched on the
amount of money involved for each lad.
The amount of $6,000 is a heavy penalty
to inflict because of one bottle of beer.
We know there are regulations and the
boys should not have had the beer, but
this has been going on for many years.
If we were to demand an inquiry into this
particular college-I know it might not be
granted-then decency would demand that
something should be done. No doubt the
careers of a lot of the lads who have been
affected are ruined. Other lads will even-
tually go into this college, and I1 feel they
should make sure the grounding and en-
vironment is something worth while.

I can tell the Minister of an example.
It is a great thing in the college when
the boys saw the deputy principal drive
a tractor through a gateway into a rut.
That happened, and the driver was so
drunk he could go no further. The Minis-
ter would not have known of that, but
he does know now.

Because those 10 lads engaged in a little
frivolity, they found themselves penalised
to a terrific extent. We know this has
been going on over the years, so why should
this serious penalty be inflicted? I do not
know whether the college has been
straightened out since these lads were sus-
pended-or expelled as far as some are
concerned. If it has not been straightened
out, I hate to think of the lack of oppor-
tunity available there for lads in the
future.

If there is not some sort of inquiry fol-
lowing the statements made by the member
for Beeloo, and myself, then I hate to think
of the future of that college, It is fair to
expect that a new master going to a col-
lege should display a little tolerance. Not
one of the lads concerned is under the age
of 19, yet when we were on the liquor in-
quiiry, the inspector could take us to places
in Perth where lads of the age of 15 years

were drinking, and there was no power to
act. Yet, here are young men of the age
of 19 expelled simply because they com-
mitted the crime of having a bottle of beer
each. I do not know how many hours the
bottle of beer would have been spread over.
There were 15 others in another part of
the coflege.

if an example is not going to be set in
these colleges, then what can we expect of
the lads? I ask the Minister to give this
matter more thought than in the past to
make sure the college is something of
which we can be proud.

We cannot say that all lads engage in
this type of spree, because they do not.
Twenty-five were involved in this group,
out of 78. I will admit that is a handy
number-33 per cent. However, this could
happen at any time: and simply because
the master had read out the rules and said
that this would happen and that would
happen-they had heard this so often
and seen different things happening so
often-this punishment has been inflicted
on the lads. instead of a reasonable pen-
alty being imposed, they have been expelled
and many careers have been cut short.

So I ask the Minister, not only in the
interests of some of the lads who may be
going back, but in the interests of some of
the farmers who will be sending their sons
to the college in the future, to make sure
that occurrences such as this are not re-
peated. Such incidents can have reper-
cussions.

I do not know how the Minister would
have felt if his son had been one of those
involved. That could have been possible.
The son of a minister of religion was
mixed up in it, yet there had never been
liquor in his house. Surely it is no great
crime. Each and every one of us has
experienced the joy or thrill-if you like
to call it that-of doing something we
should not have done. In this particular
case I cannot see that it was a crime which
merited the punishment meted out.

I believe that if the Minister were to
ask each of the members on the Qovern-
ment benches whether they believed the
punishment was sufficient or too serious,
he would get the answer that it was far too
serious a punishment to inflict.

Mr. Nalder: Whatever the decision,
there would always be criticism; not severe
enough, or too harsh. I stand firmly be-
hind the decision made by the headmaster.
He has a job to do for the future of the
college. According to You, You would run
away from it and make a hash of it.

Mr. TOMS: I would not run away from
It.

Mr. Guthrie: YOU would undermine
authority: you do not understand the
meaning of discipline.

Mr, May: It is still going an.
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Mr. TOMB: The member for Subiaco
should talk about authority. Members who
support the Government are whipped into
authority and told how they will vote-

Mr. Guthrie: Comning tram you-YOU
should talk!

Mr. TOMB: -on questions where there
is an open vote and where there is no
party policy.

Mr. Outhrie: We vote according to our
conscience and not in the way your leader
changed his views over a period of three
weeks for party political purposes.

Mr. TOMB: What has that to do with
Muresk College?

Mr. Guthrie: You started it. but you
cannot finish it.

Mr. TOMS: How can I finish it when
we have a Minister who is so weak that he
will not go on with the job?

Mr. Guthrie: He is a Minister who
stands UP for authority.

Mr. Nalder: The member for Bayswater
is talking rot.

Mr. TOMB: All I am asking is that
justice be meted out.

Mr. Nalder: Justice is being done.
Mr. TOMB: A bottle of beer is worth a

$6,000 penalty? if that is the Minister's
opinion of justice, it varies a great deal
from my opinion.

Mr. Nalder: That is all right; you have
your opinions and I have mine: and don't
talk nonsense.

Mr. TOMS: I am not talking nonsense.
Mr. Nalder: It is a matter of authority;

because these boys had been told. If they
had not been told by the headmaster, it
might have been a different story, but
he had called them all together in class
previously.

Mr. TOMS: Ever since this college has
been established, the boys have been told
the same thing. However, this has been
going on down the years but, we are going
to make an example of this particular
case,

Mr. Dunn: That Is not the first time
this has happened.

Mr. TOMB: These boys are going to be
made an example of, and it might possibly
ruin the lives of some of these lads.

Mr. Nalder: Ruin the lives of the boys!
What next!

Mr, TOMB: It has ruined the career or
at least one boy I know who is involved
in this.

Mr. Nalder: Talk sense.
Mr. TOMB: I am talking sense, but the

Minister will not realise it.
Mr. Nalder: The more you stand on

-our feet the further away are you getting.
Mr. TOMS: I will stand here further

ad speak for longer if it hurts the Min-
ter.

Mr. Nalder: It does not hurt me.
The CHAIRMAN: Order! The honour-

able member must refer his remarks to the
vote.

Mr. TOMS: I am prepared to do this.
I cannot help it if this hits deeply at
members opposite; I cannot help it if they
cannot take the statements I make.

Mr. Outhrie: it is you who cannot take
the statements!

Mr, TOMB: It is all right for the memn-
ber for Subiaco to talk this way. I have
met these people and mixed with them.
and they are not down-in-the-gutter
people.

Mr. Nalder: Who suggested they were?
Mr. TOMB: You suggested they were.
The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Mr. TOMB: The Minister is not going

to twist my words and get away with it.
I am not suggesting that they are down
in the gutter, but I am suggesting they
are being treated that way. I say now
that I am speaking in order to support
what was said by the member for Beeloo,
because I think the whole thing is despic-
able and wrong. I am surprised that the
Minister did not do something before to
iron out this problem, because irreparable
damage has been caused to these lads and
irreparable damage may have been caused
to the college. This matter should have
been taken up long before it hit the Press.
What has happened now? The Minister
says, "Let us be careful of the reputation
of the lads." I am interested in their
reputation and in the reputation of the
college. I am also interested in the re-
putation and the well-being of the students
in the years to come,

As I1 said before, perhaps I do not have
the right to demand an inquiry, but I
should have that right. In common
decency when such punishment is meted
out for a trivial crime, it demands some
inquiry.

MR. MAY (Collie) (8.4 p.m.l: I hope
there will not be any misunderstanding
with regard to the argument that has been
going on tonight. Usually I am the per-
son who is accused of this; in fact, some-
body called me a "rabble-rouser" some
time before the House met. I must admit
that I feel some jealousy because the
member for Bayswater is taking my place.

Mr. Guthrie: Stealing your thunder!
Mr. MAY: Nevertheless, the member for

Bayswater has done a good job and, In
company with the member for Beeloo, he
has brought this matter to the notice of
the Minister. I would not be surprised It
the Minister did make some inquiry-in
fact, I would be disappointed if he did
not make an Inquiry on his own behalf in
order that he should know for certain
what is going on.

Mr. Nalder: A full inquiry has been
made, and I have a report.

Mr. MAY: Did you publish it?
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Mr. Nalder: No, and I do not intend to.
Mr. MAY: If an inquiry has been held

and everything is fair and above board,
what is wrong with publishing the report;:
why do you not intend to publish it?

Mr. Nalder: Because this report was
made to me.

Mr. MAY: This attitude immediately
gives the public the impression that you
are covering up something.

Mr. Nalder: I am not covering up any-
thig at all.

Mr. MAY: I suggest there should be an
open inquiry in order to see who is wrong
and whether the justice, or the injustice,
which was meted out to these pupils was
j ustified. Such a suggestion is fair
enough, and I know it would quieten mem-
bers on this side of the Chamber. We
would either find out that the action taken
was justified, and this would satisfy us;
or that it was not justified; and in that
event I suggest the Government should
look carefully, because we will be on its
tall. That is all I wish to say on this
matter. I think the two members on this
side of the Chamber who have spoken on
the subject have done very well. I expect
to see the Minister come to life as a result
of the inquiry which was made and inform
us who made It. We would then know
whether the action which has been taken
against these boys was fully justified.

I now wish to talk about another mat-
ter. The member for Dale interested me
tonight when he was speaking. He usually
makes a very good speech and tonight
was no exception.

Mr. Rushton: Are You after some
oranges?

Mr. MAY: Of course he does not speak
for very long-perhaps he is not allowed
to; I do not know. However, one matter
on which he talked was the fruit which is
grown in his district. He said that fruit
growing entails the employment of men
and that is good for business. He is
quite right, because I cannot imagine any
industry being successful unless it em-
ployed men. In any event, that is how his
remark struck rue.

I would like to say that in the Collie
district, also, fruit of every description Is
being successfully grown and sent over-
seas: in fact, some Of the orchardists have
done very well. My complaint is that we
are not able to increase the number of
orchardists in the area, because the
Forests Department controls 80 per cent.
of it. On top of that there is the water
conservation which extends almost from
flarkan round Boyup Brook right through
to Wellington Weir. I do not know if
my electorate could possibly be persecuted
much more than it has been already,
becaluse of what it has had to face.

Mr. Cornell: Perhaps another member!

Mr. MAY: Yes, another member! I sug-
gest that the opportunity will be available
shortly, but I would tell the member for
Mt. Marshall that if the successful candi-
date is who I think he will be, the honour-
able member will not get any change from
him.

Mr. Naldei': He will mellow with age!
Mr. MAY: If it were possible to use more

of thie land that is controlled by the
Forests Department, a thriving industry
could be built up in my electorate. But no:
we have to suffer because the Wellington
Weir has to be filled and it can only be
filled by holding the Collie electorate back.
The weir takes all the water from the
district, and we cannot get additional
land in the area. I wish the Minister
for Lands were in the House, because I
have been on his back in order to obtain
enough land to build three or four homes
for pensioners.

Mr. Gayfer: Last year you said there
were 167 empty homes in the Collie area.

Mr. Dunn: Perhaps things have changed
since then.

Mr. MAY: I suggest the member for
Avon should stay out of this, because he
does not know what he is talking about.
The other evening when I was speaking.
the Minister for Industrial Development
said there were no empty houses in Collie.

This illustrates how much interest mem-
bers take in the affairs of Collie. About
three weeks ago I made an inspection of
te Collie area and I counted 50 houses

that were empty. I can tell the Committee
the experience of an old gentleman who is
living with his daughter and son-in-law,
together with other members of their
family. He said to me,. "If the housing
commission would give me one of those
houses, I would look after it for them."

Mr. Nalder: They were producing eggs
were they?

Mr. MAY: Eggs do not enter into this
story. I went around the Collie district
and I counted 50 empty houses, and even
then I did not cover the whole area. Yet,
when I was speaking previously, the Minis-
ter for Industrial Development interjected
by saying. "There are no empty houses in
Collie: they have all been filled." I will
continue with my story. This elderly gen-
tleman applied to the State Housing Com-
mission for a house.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The honour-
able member is speaking on the Agricul-
ture Vote.

Mr. MAY: That is so, Mr. Chairman.
but you must give me time so that I may
lead up to the sequel of my story. This
elderly gentleman applied to the State
Housing Commission for a home, because
he is quite able to look after himself, and
the house in which he is living is over-
crowded. However, the State HouslnT Com-
mission replied to him, stating, "We can-
not grant you a single-unit house." I do
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not want the Minister to get upset about
this, because, in the end, everything turned
out quite all right. The daughter of this
elderly gentleman told me that she did
not want to get rid of her father, but he
was anxious to live in a home of his own
so that he could grow a few vegetables and
fruit trees, if he so desired.

The gentleman himself approached me
and said, "Mr. May, will you appeal to
the minister for Housing to grant me a
house?" I felt rather proud of being asked
to do this, and I am pleased to say that
today I received a letter informing me
that his application had been granted.
The sequel to this story is that the Min-
ister for Industrial Development chipped
rue a short time ago over no houses being
available in Collie. He did not know, and
he forgot to mention that all the houses
that were empty six years ago have been
filled by old-age pensioners who have
come to Collie from all parts of the State.

The CHAIRMAN: I ask the honourable
member to get back to agriculture.

Mr. MAY: I have nearly finished the
story. I just wanted the Committee to
know what is going on in Collie, because
the member for Avon did not believe me
when I said there were 50 empty houses
in Collie.

My complaint about there being lack
of development in the Collie district for
primary production has been aggravated
by the Minister for Agriculture and the
Minister for Lands, because whenever any
land is forfeited in the district-I admit
that thua does not occur very often-in-
structions are issued that the land must be
transferred to the jurisdiction of the
Forests Department. I point out to the
Committee, however, that not many
people can be employed on the growing
of pines alone.

If the people already occupying orchards
and laud that is being developed for other
forms of primary production could be
given the opportunity to apply for addi-
tional land to further develop their
holdings, there would not be so much
unemployment in the Collie district, be-
cause many of the 500 men who were laid
off by the coalmining companies in 1960
could be gainfully employed in primary
production. At that time those men lost
not only their employment, but also their
homes.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! We are drift-
ing back into the coalmines again.

Mr. MAY: Just a moment, Mr. Chair-
man. The Minister for Industrial Devel-
opment visited Collie in January, 1960,
and he said, "I will bring some secondary
industries to Collie to make up for what
has happened in the coalmining Industry."

Mr. Hawke: What about primary in-
dustries? Did he mention those?

Mr. MAY: No, of course not. To date
all the Minister can do is refer me to the
Muja Dower house.

Mr. Cornell: That is sour grapes to the
Minister for Agriculture.

Mr. MAY: I am advising the Minister
for Agriculture that the orchardists at
present producing in the Collie district
should be granted additional land in order
that they may extend their orchards and
increase their production. There is no
doubt that the large areas of land re-
served for water catchments are crippling
the development of the Collie electorate.
I am fully aware that the Wellington
Dam has to be filled. I will not deny
that.

Mr. Hawke. That is a great help to
primary industry!

Mr. 1. W. Manning: Water is the life-
blood of this State.

Mr. MAY: Yes, the Collie district makes
it available for use by people in the
honourable member's electorate, but the
people in the Collie district are denied
the use of it, because the Minister for
Agriculture, the Minister for Forests, and
several other Ministers say, "You cannot
do this, you cannot do that, or you can-
not do something else." Consequently
those people engaged in primary produc-
tion in the Collie area are not given any
opportunity to develop the district,
especially when one has regard to the
fact that 60 to 80 per cent, of the Collie
electorate has been reserved to the Forests
Department. This means that the people
in the electorate are paying extra rates
because the greater part of the area is
non-ratable as a result of being occupied
by Government departments. The Forests
Department does not pay one bean in
road board rates.

Mr. O'Neil: That bean means a lot to
the Minister.

Mr. Sewell: Where does the water go?
Mr. MAY: Up to the district represented

by the member for Wellington, to the
district represented by the member for
Bunbury, and everywhere except Collie.
What I am trying to say is that the
Collie coahuining industry is languishing,
as all members know. I do not want to
return to that subject again, because no
doubt I will say something that will upset
the Chairman. There is no doubt that
Collie requires some assistance to increase
its agricultural production, or other forms
of Primary Production, and it is time
someone was appointed to investigate the
position. It is all very well to say that
everything is all right in Collie, but the
Minister knows it is not.

Mr. Nalder: I made an offer to you
that anyone engaged in agriculture who
wanted advice or assistance would be
assured of getting that advice or assist-
ance.

Mr. MAY: That is the trouble; the Collie
people receive too much advice, but no
help. I had a look at the list of officers
that are employed in the Department of
Agriculture, and the number is terrific. I
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do not know how the Minister keeps trace
of them. I can understand now why the
Government is short of funds. The list of
the officers employed in his department
occupies four pages. I suppose they are all
getting a living somehow. No doubt they
are all getting paid, but whether they
earn their salaries, I do not know.

My job is to ensure that something is
done to assist Collie's languishing primary
industries. One solution is to grant more
land to existing orchardists, to potato
growers, and to others engaged in sheep,
pig, and dairy production. But nor Our
requests are in vain! I am again appealing
to the Minister for Lands to make avail-
able a little piece of land on which three
or four houses can be built. We have the
money to build them. I have not got on
the right side of the Minister yet. I have
the folio here with me in connection with
the houses in question.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The honour-
able member seems to be getting back to
the question of houses, and I would like
him to stick to agriculture.

Mr. MAY: I want the land to enable
the houses to be built, but if the Minister
ties it up there is nothing I can do about
it. As I have said, we have the money to
build those houses. Seeing that I amn
not allowed to talk about housing, I will
talk about something else.

There is no doubt that, to a large extent,
we are being neglected in Collie. If the
Government felt it was necessary to Put
so many men out of employment in Collie
surely it could offer some solution as to
what should be done with those men! Up
to date, however, no solution has been
offered at all in that connection. It would
be a great help if, by some means, it were
possible for us to overcome our forestry
troubles and the difficulties we experience
In the matter of land being held for water
conservation purposes. I wonder whether
the same thing would be done in England
as is being done here in the matter of water
conservation. As members know, it would
be possible to place England in the south-
west of the State. In England, however,
the authorities do other things besides
saying, "This Is a water conservation area,
and this cannot be done there, and that
cannot be done there." There are men of
ability there who make sure that something
is done.

Mr. Rhatigan: There is a good Labor
Government there at the moment.

Mr. MAY: Yes, and we will see the
results of that Government in a year or
two. In England there are men of vision
and great experience in the matter of
water conservation. They even take water
from the River Thames, purify it and sup-
ply it as drinking water.

Mr. Hawks: Do they use any of it for
agriculture?

Mr. MAY: That sort of thing is not done
here, however. The Government here
simply proclaims an area as a Water con-
servation area and that is that. Surely
there are some men in the Public Works
Department who are able to do something
in this matter of holding land for water
conservation!

It would be hard to convince me that it
is necessary to conserve these huge areas
for water conservation in the State. I am
sure it is not necessary. In the mean-
time all the land required for water con-
servation purposes is tied up. In order
to ensure that the rest of the State is
supplied with water the people in Collie
are suffering.

Mr. Dunn: What about Forrestfield?
We haven't got any water there.

Mr. Hawke: That is where the Liberal
Party butchered the Country Party.

The CHAIRMAN: The honourable mem-
ber must confine his remarks to agricul-
ture.

Mr. MAY: I am doing just that, Mr.
Chairman, but I cannot see how one can
talk about agriculture without talking
about land.

Mr. Hawke: Good point.
Mr. MAY: Of course It Is. If the mem-

ber for Darling Range does not wish to
mention the difficulties he is experiencing
in his electorate that is his pigeon, not
mine. I intend to speak up so far as my
electorate is concerned.

I would now like to get back to the
question of growing fruit. There is plenty
of scope in the Collie electorate for the
growing of fruit. The people in the upper
Blackwood are not worried about water.,
they grow plenty of fruit there, and the
same could apply to Collie.

Something should be done about this. If
we have not got men who are capable
of doing something about it we should get
them, and sack those who are not capable.
I had no intention of speaking on the
Agriculture Vote; it is not within my
province.

Mr. Nalder: Are you getting weak on
Your feet?

Mr. MAY: But when the member for
Dale got up and told me the glowing story
of what his people were doing in con-
nection with the growing of fruit, and how
many men were employed, I thought I
would like something similar to be done in
regard to Collie. If the member for
Darling Range would like to follow on, he
is welcome to do so.

Mr. Dunn: It has been well covered.
The CHAIRMAN: Order! The honour-

able member must address the Chair.
Mr. MAY: I will go all the way with the

member for Dale in regard to his reference
to fruit growing. I would be very happy
if something similar could be done in my
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electorate. If ever that position is reached
I shall approach the member for Dale and
obtain all the advice he can give me.

AIR. HAWKE (Northam-Leader of the
Opposition) 18.27 p.m.3: I want to say a
few words about agriculture as it is re-
lated to the activities of the Muresk
Agricultural College which, as most mem-
bers would know, is in my electorate.

We had quite a strong speech in this
matter today from the member for Beeloo.
I understand the member for Bayswater
also had something to say about the situa-
tion, and said it in quite strong terms. The
happenings which they discussed were, I
think, in every way most unfortunate. I
do not blame, to any degree, the principal
of the college; he in fact requires some
sympathy, I think, in the situation into
which he was forced, as it were, soon after
his arrival in Western Australia, and soon
after he took over the responsibility of
principal of the college.

I think it is true to say the discipline of
the college had possibly not been as effect-
ive as it should have been over recent
years. it is possible, if not likely, that for
some years past all the rules had not been
enforced at the college in as strict a way
as they should have been.

Naturally a great deal depends on the
attitude and outlook of the man who is
principal of the college, and of those who
are most senior on the administrative staff,
as to how the rules which are laid down are
understood and enforced.

It is easy to believe one principal would
have an attitude to the college of its being,
in effect, one big family, and he might
make allowances for youthful indiscretions
in the belief that his policy would be
appreciated by all concerned, and would
lead to the development of a friendly
atmosphere at the college which, within
limits, is always to be encouraged.

Another principal might have a far
stricter outlook and attitude. He might
consider the rules must be enforced with
strict and strong discipline; he might con-
sider any relaxation in the enforcement
of the rules could be misunderstood by
some of the students, and that those in
the minority midght take an advantage of
what they considered to be a weakness on
the part of the principal.

I think we all know there is a tendency
on the part of some people-this applies
to adults as well as to youths--to take
advantage of a situation in which rules
and laws are not enforced strictly. Some
people who get away with the non-
observance of rules and laws on one occa-
sion, will try to do the same thing on a
second occasion. Consequently they de-
velop an attitude and outlook which make
them believe they are more important than
the rules and laws, and can with some de-
gree of impunity largely, If not completely,
disregard the discipline which is supposed
to be observed by all people.

Having said so much I personally con-
sider the punishment inflicted upon the
lads at the college was far too severe.
I have not tried to work out the punish-
ment in terms of aL fine imposed on the
lads or their parents, but it is obvious
the amount of financial penalty indirectly
imposed on all concerned was terrific; and
all the more so, in view of the offence
which was committed.

Members know I am not a supporter of
strong drink, and I have no sympathy for
young people who indulge in it, especially
when they are in an institution like the
Muresk Agricultural College, where the
rules lay It down that liquor shall not be
taken on the premises by the students, and
liquor shall not be consumed on the
premises even if someone else brings it in.

No matter how strong one might feel
about liquor it cannot be thought there
was justification for the very severe
penalty which was Imposed on those lads,
I think they were all entitled to receive
some punishment; and a reprimand or
rebuke would not have been sufficient. It
could he that reprimands had been tried
in-the past without any worth-while effect.

It is to be remembered the new principal
had just taken over; therefore this was
undoubtedly a test for him. He either
had to make a stand which could not be
misunderstood, or be lenient and this could
have been interpreted as weakness. Had
he been weak in this situation then the
idea would have developed around the
college, particularly among some of the
students, that he either did not want to
enforce discipline, or was incapable or too
scared to enforce It. The new principal
was in a situation where he had to take
some action in imposing punishment.

Up to that point I go all the way with
him. However, there should have been
some variety in the punishment imposed.
From what I have been able to find out
there was a ringleader among the students.
I am told-although I have no proof of
this-an employee of the college obtained
the liquor for the ringleader of the stu-
dents who were involved in drinking at
the college.

If there was, In fact, a ringleader-and
I have no doubt there was, as there usually
is in this sort of set-up-then he should
have been the one to bear most of the
punishment, and he should have been the
one of whom a striking example should
be made. If an employee of the college
had obtained the liquor and made it avail-
able to this ringleader, then he was due
for some punishment as well. I do not
think there was any justification for the
severe punishment Imposed on the lads
involved, except on the ringleader.

Had these boys been drinking liquor in
a public place they would have been ap-
prehended by the police, taken before a
justice of the peace or a magistrate, and
a monetary fine would have been imposed,
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Members can give a thought as to what
the monetary fine would have been. It
would not have been very much, because
most, if not all, of these boys were first
offenders as far as the Police were con-
cerned. Let us say they would have been
fined $10, and the ringleader $20. Yet in
the punishment which was imposed upon
them by suspending them from studentship
at the college for the balance of this calen-
dar Year, on the understanding they must
pay the full fees next year if they come
back, a very severe financial Penalty was
imposed on the lads, and in respect of
most of them on their parents, because
the lads would not have the money to
meet a situation of that kind.

That is the position as I see it and as
I understand it. I have no doubt what
the principal did, he did in consultation
with some of the senior staff members
who had been at the college for years. I
have no doubt he did what be did with
the best of intention. His overriding
thought might be this was a test for him,
and if he fell down on this initial test then
the discipline of the college in future could
be in Jeopardy.

So in the interests of establishing com-
plete understanding and solid discipline he
imposed the punishments which he did
impose. I have no knowledge whether
the principal of the college had contact
with the Department of Agriculture in the
city in relation to the penalty which he
should impose. The Minister nods his
head, which indicates the Principal of the
college did not rush into this thing; he
contacted head office in Perth, no doubt
by telephone, and discussed with some of
the senior officers of the department, pos-
sibly the Minister-

Mr. Nalder: No. not with the Minister.
with the senior officers.

Mr. HAWKE: -the punishment which
should be imposed. It is certain the prin-
cipal would not impose punishments which
were not suggested or approved by the
head office of the Department of Agricul-
ture in Perth. So even in this new de-
velopment-if I might call it such-it
would seem the Principal is not so very
much to blame. Certainly he is not en-
tirely to blame for such punishments as
were imposed.

I do not want to go into the details of
it any more. I realise the principal him-
self might have suggested these punish-
ments. On the other hand, he might have
suggested something less, but, after con-
sultation with the head office of the de-
partment, the punishments which were in-
flicted were decided upon.

I would hope the Minister for Agricul-
ture would give further thought to this
matter; would have discussions with the
director, if he is the officer closely in-
volved, and with the Principal of the col-
lege at Muresk for the purpose of seeing
whether it would not in all the circum-

stances, be fair, reasonable, and just to
give to the parents concerned some rebate
next year on the fees which they will be
called upon to pay for the whole year:
that is, the parents who are anxious that
their boys who have been suspended from
the college for the balance of this calendar
year will go back next year to continue
their studies and their training.

Mr. Nalder: A rebate has been made of
the amount they would have Paid.

MR. GRAYDEN (South Perth) 18.42
P.m.]: There are three matters that have
been mentioned by Previous speakers to
which I would like briefly to refer. The
first was referred to by the member for
Murchison when he was dealing with the
question of growing dates in the Wiluna
area. This is something which he has
been speaking on and furthering for some
years; and I commend him for his efforts.
The point I wish to mention arose as a
result of the recent trip we had to the
north-west.

When at the Carnarvon Research Sta-
tion I made a special point of inquiring
what the position was in respect of date
growing. I was told that experiments had
been carried out for some years, but great
difficulty was being experienced in ob-
taining suitable types of dates to grow.
There were a number of varieties at the
research station, but I was told they were
not particularly satisfactory, and not
nearly as good as the types being grown at
Alice Springs.

When the member for Murchison was
speaking on this matter he stated that as
far as he knew-I think I am correct in
saying this-two of the date-growing
countries of the world had Prohibited the
export of the shoots from date palms. I
should imagine dates are grown fairly ex-
tensively throughout the world, so even
though two countries have prohibited ex-
ports, there must be other sources from
which Australia could obtain these shoots.
When I mentioned this matter to the offi-
cers of the research station they said that
the difficulty was not so much in the ob-
taining of shoots, it was the fact that
Australia would not permit them to be
imported, because they might carry some
sort of virus or bacteria which would have
an adverse effect on grapes.

So we have Australia prohibiting the im-
port of date Palms because they could
have a serious effect on the wine industry
and the grape-growing industry in Aus-
tralia. It would seem that in these cir-
cumstances the Government should ap-
proach the Commonwealth Government
in an effort to have the import restrictions
lifted. It seems ridiculous that these shoots
should be denied to Australia. Surely there
must be some Parts of Western Australia
to which date Palms could be imported and
quarantined for a sufficiently lnng period
to insure they were free from virus and
bacteria.
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If this were done the palmns would not
be a threat to the grape industry. I have
mentioned these points because they may
have escaped the notice of the member
for Murchison. I know the officers at the
Carnarvon Research Station are frustrated
to think that they are spending Public
money in their endeavours to grow second-
rate varieties of dates when they know that
good varieties do exist in Australia, but
those who grow them will not release them
to organisations such as our research
station.

Mr. May: Where do they get the plants
they grow?

Mr. GRAYDEN: They were imported into
Australia many years ago. Certain people
now have them, but they will not release
shoots from them under any circumstan-
ces. They are valuable to those who have
them, and will enable them to maintain aL
monopoly to their own benefit: but this is
not in the interests of Australia.

In the circumstances I think the Com-
monwealth Government should be re-
quested to lift the existing import re-
strictions1 certainly to the extent that our
own research station can obtain some of
the better varieties which are grown in
other parts of the world.

Mr. J. Hegney: They come under re-
strictive trade practices.

Mr. ORAYDEN: It seems a ridiculous
state of affairs when we have a Place like
Wiluna where the member for Murchison
is endeavouring to establish a date-growing
industry.

The second point to which I wish to refer
was made by the member for Beeloo when
he referred to the growing of wheat at the
Ord River. I think that anybody who has
been to the Ord cannot be anything but
impressed with the tremendous possibili-
ties of this wonderful scheme. Certainly no
Western Australian could do other than
get behind It as much as possible.

It seems to me that our Department of
Agriculture and the other research insti-
tutions in this country should be thinking
of a second crop at the Ord other than
wheat. Anyone who has looked at one of
the rainfall maps of Western Australia-
they are obtainable at our Meteorological
Bureau-will see there is a huge area of
land which has a rainfall of 10 inches and
better which is suitable for the growing of
wheat and which, at the present time, is
completely undeveloped. This area is
approximately equal to the existing area,
in which wheat is grown at present. This
undeveloped land could be developed at no
cost to the Government. As soon as it was
thrown open, the land would be taken up
and developed, and in that way we could
double or treble our wheat production.

in those circumstances it is a pretty silly
thing for our research Institutions in this
State to be talking about growing wheat at
a place like the Ord, where some £70,000,000

of public money is to be spent. It is stupid
to talk of spending that money to irrigate
land in order to grow wheat, when that
commodity can be grown so easily in the
other areas of Western Australia to which I
have referred. Surely we should be think-
ing in terms of rowing safflower and
sugar-cane, and crops of that kind which
are suited to irrigation in the tropics.

I realise the problems associated with
sugar-cane and I know the Minister for the
North-West and this Government have
done everything in their power to obtain a
quota of sugar for Western Australia. I
appreciate the difficulties associated with
safflower but there are tremendous oppor-
tunities in this field, and many of them
are yet to be explored, particularly in
respect of growing fodder for the beef In-
dustry. This Is what we should be doing.
We should be concentrating on this type
of development at the Ord-on fodder
crops, and so on, which are suitable for
irrigation areas-rather than thinking of
growing wheat.

I wanted to make that Point because we
have heard a lot of talk recently about
wheat. The other day members were cir-
cularlsed with a brochure from Rhodesia.
It is entitled, Rhodesian Commentary, and
was, I think, distributed by the Rhodesian
Government. It contains a reference to an
irrigated wheat project being undertaken
In Rhodesia, which Is apparently dependent
on other countries for its wheat require-
ments. It buys £2,000,000 worth annually
and In an endeavour to save this money it
has decided to Irrigate 2,500 acres in an
effort to grow wheat. The project was
beset with all sorts of difficulties, and I
would like to quote a couple of paragraphs
from this brochure as follows:-

Three major hazards have threaten-
ed the scheme-lack of water, a quelca
invasion and an attack by termites.
The first threat came in May when the
Manjirenji damn fell to a dangerously
low level, but late rains arrived just in
time to save the situation.

Then, In July, great flocks of quelea
birds began to nest in the Lowveld.
They could have totally destroyed the
project but again it was rescued-this
time by massive spraying operations,
which are still in progress and have
already eliminated millions of the de-
structive birds.

Termites, too, appeared on the scene
and the entire crop had to be sprayed
to eliminate this pest In the early
stages.

It went on to say that 11 bags of wheat per
acre would have to be grown to break even,
but they hope to grow 18 bags per acre.

A member: That would be three bushel
bags-

Mr. GRAYDEN: Yes, I understand so.
They are spending a tremendous amount
of money to irrigate that area In order to
grow, possibly, 18 bags of wheat per acre.
In Western Australia many areas, without
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.,rigation of any kind, will comfortably
row 10 bags to the acre and, in some cases,
lore.

I want to refer again to the huge area of
indeveloped land which is suitable for
rowing wheat-land which could be de-
eloped by Private enterprise at no cost to
he Government. It Is therefore ridiculous
ndeed to contemplate growing it at the
)rd, which is a costly project.

Mr. J. Hegney: Where is this land you
re talking about?
Mr. GRAYDEN: I have the plan here if

nyone is interested. The area available
sequal to the existing area in which wheat
sgrown in this State.
Mr. Sewell: Are there any grasshoppers

here?
Mr. GRAYDEN: I do not know, but I

an assure the member for Geraldton that
ye look like having a great number of
:rasshoppers in the northern wheatbelt
'cry shortly; and that, incidentally, is the
text topic to which I wish to refer very
oriefly.
Last year I raised this question in this

'bamber and stated that I was objecting to
he fact that many pastoral property own-
rs were chaining huge areas of land in
ontraventlon of the Land Act, and that
iothing was being done about it by the
3overnment. One station owner Immedi-
Ltely wrote to The West Australian and
aid that he himself had chained 40,000
cres of mulga scrub.
This, I repeat, is a contravention of the

,.and Act which provides that the destruc-
ion of a ny timber requires the prior per-
fission of the Minister.

Mr. Burt: It certainly helps the herbage
0 grow.

Mr. GRAYDEN: It is being done by the
,astoralists because it increases the car-
'ying capacity. The area to which I am
'eferring is in what is known as the grass-
iopper belt, and anyone with experience
:nows that grasshoppers breed in hard
round and the only way to destroy them
sto plough the ground to break up the

,eed beds. The Government has been
laying people to plough ground where the
rasshoppers breed. However, when we
'cad of a station owner chaining 40,000
ocres adjacent to the northern wheatbelt.
n the grasshopper belt, we must bear in
find the fact that that area cannot be
Iloughed because it is not cleared. It has
nerely been chained and then left. Con-
equently, there are 40,000 acres on that
mne property alone which provide a per-
ect breeding ground for grasshoppers.

These grasshoppers breed in such areas
)y the million and then move with the
)revailing winds. Very frequently those
vinds take them across the farms in the
iorthern wheatbelt. I am referring to this
natter to impress it upon the Minister be-
:ause when the time comes-as it must
orne-when the grasshoppers will have to

be destroyed, the obligation must rest fairly
and squarely with the Department of
Agriculture. I hope the department will
not later expect those farmers in the
northern wheatbelt, who are so very much
aware that this necessity will eventuate, to
cape with the grasshoppers from the
chained areas.

Mr. Nalder: The Agriculture Protection
Board is the authority which will deal with
this situation.

Mr. ORAYDEN: If it can cope with the
grasshoppers, well and good; but a plague
occurred last year.

Mr. Gayfer: Where is this? Up near
Morawa?

Mr. GRAYDEN: They are certainly at
Morawa, and at Muliewa and other areas.

Mr. Gayfer: Where is your farm?
Mr. GRAYDEN: I have plenty, and I

knowv where they come from. Finally, I
wish to touch on the subject of Muresk.
I do not know the details of the case re-
ferred to by the member for Beeloo, the
member for Bayswater, and the Leader of
the Opposition, and consequently I do not
intend to comment on it. I do not know
if the people concerned were warned, but
they could well have been, and in those
circumstances the penalties could possibly
have been justified. If they were not
adequately warned it seems to me they
were treated harshly, in the extreme.

I would like to mention a case which is
comparable to that one. My case concerns
a constituent of mine, and It occurred
about four years ago. A young chap came
from a family in which there were five
children. His mother was crippled with
polio and was confined to a wheelchair.
The father takes a tremendously active
interest in all sorts of, and all possible.
charitable organisations in South Perth.

It is a particularly fine family-possibly
one of the finest families one could meet
anywhere. The lad, whom this incident
concerns, was apparently quite brilliant
and he spent two years at Muresk college.
However, a few days before the final
exams, he committed some misdemeanour.
Someone had come out from a nearby
township and picked him up and taken
him away. He did not get back until 3
am. and was apparently apprehended.
He was immediately banished from
Muresk, notwithstanding that the exams
were to be held within a few days.

He was terribly disappointed, and his
parents were disappointed too. They came
and saw me. Mr. Baron-Hay was the
director at the time, and r saw him several
times. I think the Minister might recall
this. The Director of Agriculture was ada-
mant that he would not have the boy back
at any price. However, eventually we pre-
vailed on him-with the assistance of the
Minister-to allow the lad to take his exam
in Perth; and all this because the director
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had resolutely set himself against the boy
ever setting foot on Muresk soil again.

The lad took the exam and passed ex-
tremely well, He was delighted because he
obtained his diploma and that meant he
would be able to accept a relatively high-
ly-paid job with a stock firm. Very
shortly afterwards he was ski-lag on the
Swan River and had a leg torn off at
the thigh. I cannot help wondering,
in retrospect, what would have hap-
pened had we not been able to prevail
on the director to enable the boy to take
the exam. It was only after a great deal
of heart burning on the part of everybody
associated with the case that the boy was
able to take that exam.

We could have had the youth lying in
hospital with his leg torn off at the thigh
and unable to obtain the position with the
stock firm, which he had his heart set on,
simply because he was not permitted to
take an exam. So when one thinks back
on such occasions, it is not the simple act
of punishment which one has to consider,
but the effect on the future lives of the
People involved.

I make those comments without know-
ing anything about the latest case at
Muresk. It seems to me that some more
satisfactory solution could have been
found than suspending the youths and
apparently forcing them to spend another
12 months at Muresk.

MR. MOIR (Boulder-Eyre) [9.4 p.m.]:
I have a few comments to make on these
Estimates. The first thing I want to touch
on is a matter I have raised in this Cham-
ber before, and that is the importation of
noxious weeds into the State. the system of
inspection which is carried out, and the
shortcomings of that inspection.

The Minister is well aware of the
problem which has existed for many years
on the goldfields as far as noxious weeds
are concerned. I can remember that on
one occasion the Minister was in the gold-
fields dealing with the problems of the
local authorities and the pastoralists in the
area and he made the statement that if
the pastoralists themselves did not do
more to eradicate noxious weeds, he would
have to consider putting a ban on the
movement of stock throughout the area.
That would have been pretty drastic
action to take. Probably, it could have been
necessary, and I mention that to show how
serious the spread of weeds can be and
the drastic action which was contemplated
-or could be contemplated-if the
weeds became a serious menace and were
transported to other clean areas.

I am quite sure that adequate steps are
not being taken, and have not been taken,
to Prevent the spread of noxious weeds into
Western Australia. Large numbers of cattle
and sheep come to Western Australia from
the Eastern States every year. A question
was asked by a member from the other
side of the Chamber just recently whether

it was a fact that only stud cattle wet
allowed to be imported into this Statt
and, if so, what was the reason.

The Minister replied that only stu
stock were allowed to be imported as fe
as cattle were concerned, and the reaso
was that having come from recognise
studs they would not be carrying an
disease.

Mr. Nalder: Pure-bred cattle can con
over. They need not be stud cattle.

Mr. MOIR: I instanced that to show lii
precautions which are taken in sows
instances, and quite rightly so in nm
opinion. They might be a bit too sever
and perhaps they could be relaxed in sets
cases, but it shows the importance of tn
Ing to prevent the importation of diseas
into this State. Of course, the importatlo
of noxious weeds is in the same categor

Stock coming over the trans.-llne on th
Commonwealth Railways is inspected a
Parkeston, which is two or three miles out
side of Kalgoorlie, and is the terminus c
the Commonwealth Railways. At that ter
minus an inspection of all sheep is carrie
out and if the sheep are deemed to b
Carrying noxious weed seeds they at
ordered to be shorn. To my mind, ther
seems to be something wrong with th
procedure adopted in the Eastern Statei

I understand that before stock can b
imported into this State, and before the
leave the other States, they have to b
given a clean bill of health by stock in
spectors. Presumably the stock whic
comes here and which is subsequentl
found to be carrying the seeds of noxlou
weeds have been cleared in the State fror
which they came. Surely there is some
thing wrong in the inspection set-up i:
the other States.

I am informed that some of the stoc
arrives at Parkeston in a bad way as fa
as infestation with various weed seeds I
concerned. Quite a number of them-
many thousands of them in fact-wet
shorn in the last 12 months befor
they could be moved elsewhere. All pre
cautions are taken as far as Parkeston i
concerned but that is not the only poin
of entry into this State. We have th
east-west road and more and more stoc:
are coming over that road.

These animals are being allowed mnt
this state and sometimes they travel hun
dreds or even thousands of miles acros
the State yet they are not being checke,
at all for noxious weed seeds. To me tha
seems rather farcical.

Mr. Nalder: Do you know that stoc;
has been transported by road to propertiei
without inspection?

Mr. MOIR.: Without inspection!
Mr. Nalder: Yes, without inspection.
Mr. MOIR: If the Minister bears wit]

me, I will develop this argument and
think I will be able to Point out to bin
that a very serious situation exists-in
deed a farcical situation exists. Stoel
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which is coming in by rail has to be in-
spected and is ordered to be shamn. The
sheep are held at Parkestan while they are
shorn, and this represents a problem.

At this stage I would like to say that I
remember the case of a farmer who had
imported sheep from the Eastern States.
This man lived in the great southern area
of our State and he complained bitterly
in the Press about the expense to which
he was put. While one can sympathise
with him, one can readily understand that
that stock should not have been allowed
to proceed any further than Parkeston
until the sheep had been shorn and di-
vested of the weed seeds which they were
carrying. Of course there is a problem.
There May have been rain at the time and
this would hold up the shearing if the
sheep were wet. If the sheep are held up,
this adds to the expense which is borne by
the person who is importing the stock
because, of course, the sheep have to be
fed. In this regard one could sympathise
with the importer.

I suggest the Minister should give strong
consideration to building quite large sheds
at Parkeston which would provide cover for
the stock which came to Parkeston. This
would minimise the possibility of stock be-
ing held up unduly.

Mr. Nalder: That is not the Govern-
ment's responsibility. The responsibility
is on the importer of the sheep to see that
they are clean. It is not our responsibility
to make facilities available at Parkeston.

Mr. MOIR: Of course, this attitude leads
to one of those impossible situations. As'I said before, it is laid down that stock
must be given a clean bill of health-that
is, as far as disease is concerned, and also
they must be free from noxious weeds.
This clean bill of health is given in the
other States and presumably the officers
of the Agricultural Department in those
States carry out the inspections before
issuing such a certificate. The sheep are
then loaded onto the particular train and
come across to the West, but it is found
when they arrive here that they are in-
fested with seeds. Is that the fault of the
person who is importing them? How could
he be blamed for that?

Mr. Nalder: It is up to the purchaser
to make sure that the stock are clean.

Mr. MOmR: That is the position the
stock importer is in, and we find the de-
partment here says, "It is not our baby;
if any losses are incurred through a holdup
of the sheep and as far as shearing is con -
cerned, it has to be borne by the importer."
I suggest that it would not cost all that
much to build decent sheds where stock
could be kept under cover, or where, at
least, a reasonable number could be kept
under cover. I do not think stock is im-
ported in lots of mare than 1,000 head at
a time.

Mr. Nalder: Sometimes there are lots
of 5,000, 6,000, or 7,000 in Parkeston.

Mr. MOIR: That may be so. but I sug-
gest that even sheds which would hold
1,000, or 1,500, sheep would assist quite a
lot when it was raining. At least it would
mean that shearers would be working an
dry sheep for several days and, of course,
by that time the remainder of the sheep
may be dry if the rain had ceased. Then
the shearers would be able to get on with
the job and excessive expense would not
be incurred by the importer of the sheep.

I would say that no person would know-
ingly try to bring infested sheep into this
State and I suggest that when an importer
is told that the sheep have a clean bill
of health from, say, the South Australian
Department of Agriculture, then he has
the right to place confidence in this advice.

Mr. Nalder: Up to now it does not mean
a thing-a clean bill of health has niot
been worth anything.

Mr, MOIR: Is the Minister for Agricul-
ture taking it up with the Eastern States?

Mr. Nalder: We are making an effort
and, in time, we hope to get some measure
of agreement whereby a certificate is valid
or will be worth something. However, up
to this time, this has not been the position.

Mr. MOIR: I am very pleased that de-
termined efforts are being made to over-
come the position, because I think it is
a gross reflection on departments in other
States if they have officers who are pre-
pared to give a clean bill of health to stock
when it is absolutely not warranted if the
stock can pick up these noxious weed seeds
on the train coming across the Nullarbor.

Mr. Nalder: What happens is that ani
inspector goes to the property and gives a
certificate on the property, but before the
sheep get to the loading stage at Port
Augusta they have been transhipped three
or four times. They pick up these noxious
weed seeds in the yards. This is one of the
reasons which has been given.

Mr. MOIR: Apparently the agriculture
departments in those States are not wor-
ried about these plants being blown around
their rail stack yards.

Mr. Nalder: Apparently not.
Mr. MOIR: That seems to be a very bad

state of affairs. I now come to the other
part of the situation where the stock comes
in over the east-w.est road. The stack are
not inspected at all if they come in over
the east-west road. They travel from the
border down through Norseman-if they
come that way-through the stock country
of Balladonla and all those areas where
stack are run. They are brought through
this area down to Norseman and Esper-
ance. The method is that the importer is
expected to report to the stock inspector
at Esperance In order to have the stock
inspected.

Mr. Nalder: That is right.
Mr. MOTE: Yes, that is right and I am

saying what a farcical Position this is.
It is absolutely farcical that they travel
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all through thei mallee country, which is
good stock country and good farming
country, because some of these sheep may
be infested the same as some are found
to be infested on arrival at Parkeston.

Mr. Nalder:. They travel through a lot
of infested country by rail, too.

Mr. MOIR: I do not think that is a very
good idea, but I say there would be less
risk of noxious weeds becoming a menace
along the N~ullarbor Plain where only a
certain type of native growth is able to
survive. We could never introduce
domestic pastures to that area, because
it consists of natural scrub, smokebush.
bluebush, and saltbush. This is the only
kind of vegetation along the Nullarbor
which is edible for sheep and on which
they are able to thrive. I would think
that, hardy and all as these noxious weeds
are, they would really have trou ble in
spreading there.

In making a trip along the line, I
noticed quite a few noxious weeds which
were growing at siding after siding. Whe-
ther in this climate and with the lack of
rainfall these weeds would spread, I do
not know. I think this is a matter for
the department to look into in order to
see if stock could not be inspected at the
border and not alter they have travelled
some considerable distance across the
State.

I have mentioned other situations which
arise, in that no inspections are made until
the sheen arrive at their destination in the
Esperance area. To me, that seems to be
absolutely ridiculous. The sheep travel
over the Nullarbor Plain by road and
through stock areas where the weed can
easily spread. The sheep come across by
the east-west road through an area which
has a 10 in. rainfall-as mentioned by the
Minister a few moments ago-then through
the mallee country, the Grass Patch and
Salman Gums area, the northern part of
Esperance Downs and the area occupied
by the Esperanee Research Station. I do
not know whether the inspections are made
at the research station or at a point fur-
ther inland.

This method of inspection does not
seem to be entirely satisfactory, because
stock could be brought into the Esperance
area without the knowledge of any de-
partmental officers. It is left to the in-
dividual to report that he has arrived at
a certain point with stock fromt the East-
ern States.

Mr. Nalder: The agents know about the
movement of any stock and they report
when sheep or other stock are being trans-
ported by road.

Mr. MOIR: The agent may not know
anything at all about the movement of
certain stock.

Mr. Nalder: If people deliberately try to
dodge the Issue by taking stock along side
roads, there is not much that can be done
to Prevent them.

Mr. MOIR: There are only two poin
of entry into the State: one by road ar
one by rail. There is only one road lesi
lng into that part of the State and it wou
be a simple matter to have a check-poii
established there. The stock should be ii
spected at the point of entry into t1
State when they are being transport(
on the east-west road. If this were dot
people would not be able to bring stoc
into the State without the knowledge
the Department of Agriculture, and witi
out the stock being thoroughly inspect(
before it wvas brought within the bout
daries of the State.

In my opinion, as a result of the IF
method of stock inspection adopted in t1
Esperance area, the spread of noxioi
weeds is already taking place. There is ni
a great movement of stock from the Espe:
ance area, because with the rapid develoj
ment of the district any surplus stock c
one property is soon purchased by a farmi
on an adjoining or nearby property who
short of stock. Admittedly there is
certain amount of stock movement, bi
not to any great degree. Nevertheless,
time progresses the movement of stoc
may increase within that area.

Mr. Nalder: Am I to understand f to:
what you have said that noxious weeds a:
already spreading in the Esperance arec

Mr. MOIR: Yes.
Mr. Nalder: What types of noxiot

weeds arc spreading in the area?
Mr. MOlE: I am not very conversai

with all types of weeds and I am unab
to name individual types. I know someo
them because they have been pointed oi
to me by farmers when seen growing c
the roadside or along the railway line.
have also received complaints f to:
farmers in the Esperance area abot
absentee owners of blocks. Some peop
have purchased blocks and engaged othei
to put in crops, and they in turn, purchai
sheep from somewhere and allow thei
to graze on the properties. Those peopj
are only interested in a block to g(
some monetary reward from it withot
spending any money on development. I
the Minister knows, the person owning tb
block may be living in the Eastern StatE
or in Perth. and proper farming methrn
are not employed, I have heard bitt
complaints from farmers whose propcrtii
adjoin blocks owned by absentee owners.

On some of these neglected propertio
self-sown grain has been allowed to d(
velop rust spores and other diseases, an
the stubble is not burnt off as it should b
The result is that the grain being prc
duced on an adjoining Property is ofte
contaminated. That is one of the diff
culties that have to be faced by man
farmers in the district. I do not kno,
what can be done to solve the problem.I
is more a matter for the Minister fc
Lands, I suppose; but I take it that tti
Department of Agriculture should t
vitally concerned, too
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Mr. Nalder: I would be very interested
to learn from you the type of noxious weed
that is spreading in the Esperance dis-
trict.

Mr, MOIR: I can assure the Minister
that that is SO. I pass now to fruit-fly con-
trol. For some time now I have made men-
tion of this problem every year. As the
Minister is aware, a fruit-fly control bait-
ing scheme is operated every third year in
Kalgoorlie. Last year weaknesses were
found in the scheme because, after two
seasons, fruit fly had not been eliminated
but, if anything, was worse than it was
before.

This scheme first came into operation
following a referendum that was taken in
the district. The majority of the people
voted for the introduction of a fruit-fly
baiting scheme, A fruit-fly baiting com-
mittee was appointed and a scale of
charges was agreed upon. The charge is
quite considerable if one has a number, of
fruit trees. I think I pay a cha-rge of about
$6 a year to have my fruit trees sprayed.

Mr. Nalder: Was not the difficulty in the
Kalgoorlie district the inability to obtain
good operators?

Mr., MOIR: That was a problem. Some
of the operators were very efficient, but
others were termed phantoms, because one
heard a lot about them but never saw
them. I remember attending an annual
meeting which was held to discuss this
problem, and I advised those present that
some method should be adopted 'whereby
the people would know that the fruit-fly
baiting operators, were conducting their
spraying operations. One lady told me
that she knew when they had been around,
because she could smell the chemical they
used, and I replied, "That is the point- I
have not been able to smell the chemical
around my place."

However, that was only one of the prob-
lems associated with the scheme. Another
problem arose when an experiment was
attempted last year. As the Minister
knows, in the first year of any new scheme,
there are many individuals who are not
too keen about it, and many complaints
were received about trees dying after they
had been sprayed. It was claimed that the
chemical in the spray had killed trees,
shrubs, and other growth.

Long before the compulsory fruit-fly
baiting scheme was introduced, some
people in Kalgoorlie used to spray their
fruit trees very thoroughly against fruit
fly. However, we used to be fighting a
losing battle. Later, in the area in which
I live, people paid for a voluntary scheme
under which people assigned to the task
used to come around and spray the trees
against fruit-fly infestation. That was
quite a good scheme and would have been
very successful if more people in the Kal-
goorlie-Boulder district had been contri-
buting to it, but with only a section of the
area, being sprayed, the fly was coming

in from areas that had not been sprayed,
and the voluntary scheme Proved to be
unsuccessf ul-

When the fruit-fly baiting control com-
mittee first commenced its operations it
had many complaints about trees and

shusdying. As a result, the committee
decided it would adopt another method,
and instead of spraying the trees it
sprayed shrubs and other spots that would
harbour fruit fly. The committee used
an attraction bait, the idea being that the
fruit fly would be attracted from the trees
to the bait. Evidently this did not work
out. I do not know whether the failure of
the scheme was due to the method
adopted, or because of the inability to
obtain the services of conscientious opera-
tors. The result was that certain areas in
Kalgoorlie and Boulder were badly infested
with fly, particularly towards the end of
the fruit season. But this year those areas
have engaged in the rather novel idea of
employing women to do the spraying.

Mr. Nalder: That has worked very well
in other parts.

Mr. MOIR: I understand that a similar
scheme has been tried at Collie and at
Belmont, and is working out very well
indeed. From my observations the ladies
concerned appear to be very conscientious
and they do a thorough job. They
spray all the trees and vines that require
spraying and, as a result, we have high
hopes that the areas concerned will be
free of fruit fly this year. This operation
is well worth while. because the area to
which I refer is so far apart from other
areas the scheme should have every chance
of success.

I understand that the baiting scheme
carried out at Norseman in the last couple
of years has been very successful and I
am told there is no evidence of fruit fly
there at all. I would like to suggest to
the Minister that when these schemes are
entered into, the whole of the surround-
ing area should be sprayed. There is no
use whatever in some backyards being
sprayed while adjoining properties are
not Sprayed. This is happening in the
metropolitan area to a large extent where.
I understand, in some cases people have
decided by referendum that they will con-
tribute to a scheme for fruit-fly baiting,
which has been Put into operation and
carried out, while the adjoining local
authority has no such fruit-fly baiting
scheme.

We all know that the boundaries of
some of these shires and local authorities
are marked by a road or a back lane, and
members can appreciate what little pur-
pose there would be If the trees were
bited on one side of the street and not
on the other, particularly when the people
in the shire with the baiting scheme are
paying $4 or $5 to have this baiting
done. It is wrong that this should be
so, particularly when other people are not
subscribing to such a scheme and are not
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carrying out baiting as required under
the Act.

It has been instanced here, not only by
myself, but by metropolitan members who
are interested, that certain districts in the
metropolitan area are absolutely infested
with fruit fly, and nothing is being done
about it. The fruit grows and ripens on
the trees, and in same cases it rots on the
trees and such fruit, of course, is a fine
harbour for fruit fly. I think I men-
tioned that I have even seen fruit fly in
some of the shops: I have certainly seen
fruit fly in fruit shops this year. This is
really a fine state of affairs! It is not
everybody who recognises the fruit fly,
though it is a little different from the
ordinary fly. For that matter there are
not too many people who recognise the
fruit-fly grub when it is in the fruit.

I have known people to assure me
that there is no fruit fly in their fruit,
but when the fruit is opened the grubs are
found alive in it. It is not a pleas-
ant thought that mothers should buy such
fruit for their children, particularly if it
is alive with maggots. It makes me shud-
der to think of It.

The Minister must really give some con-
sideration to extending the fruit-fly bait-
ing scheme to the entire metropolitan
area. It is farcical for there to be spray-
ing done at Belmont and not at Victoria
Park, for instance. The entire metropoli-
tan area must be covered.

Mr. Nalder: It would be impossible to
place a blanket over the whole of the
metropolitan area and carry the scheme
out. It is better to do this progressively.

Mr. MOIR: That will give the fly a
chance to breed again. I cannot agree
with the Minister there at all. We all
know that the metropolitan area was
made practically free of the Argentine
ant; a mass attack was carried out on
that Pest.

Mr. Nalder: That was a different pro-
position altogether.

Mr. MOIR: The principle is the same.
Mr. Nalder: You get the Treasurer to

find the money for all this.
Mr. MOIR: The Treasurer is not find-

ing the money for people who are carrying
out baiting schemes at Kalgoorlie; they
are finding the money themselves. But
the whole purpose of any scheme is de-
feated unless the entire area is covered.

Mr. Nalder: It is being extended to
Belmont, and the Shire of Perth has come
into the picture since the experience at
Applecross. So there is improvement.

Mr. MOIR: The Minister is convinced
that these baiting schemes will spread
over the metropolitan area eventually, but
why should we allow the present position
to continue year after year? It it is
necessary for the Government to subsidise
a fruit-fly baiting campaign, I think it
should do so, because I think the position

is serious enough to warrant such a sub-
sidy. We all know that the Government
of the day footed the bill to eradicate the
Argentine ant, because it was considered
a menace and something had to be done
quickly. We know that this position is
still being watched closely to see that it
does not flare up again. The Government
of the day spent £30,000 to eradicate an
outbreak of codling moth at Bridgetown,
because it was regarded as a serious threat
to the fruit-growing industry. That Gov-
ernment, however, was of a different comn-
plexion, but that is not important. The
present Government spent money on the
eradication of the Argentine ant, and
there was no protest in that connection.

The next matter which I would like to
mention is the W.A. Development Cor-
poration. Most members will know that
this is a consortium of companies and in-
stitutions which asked the Government to
allocate to it non-arable land in arid areas
in order that it might carry out experi-
mental research to determine whether the
land was suitable for agricultural pur-
poses.

After considering the matter, the Gov-
ernment made available over 4,000,000
acres of land south of the Nullarbor. I
understand several areas were suggested
but the area finally selected was one run-
ning south of the east-west road, one sec-
tion of which ran some distance north.
continuing to the coast and to the border
just beyond Eucla.

Some very powerful American and
British companies and big financial
institutions were concerned in this venture.
one of the organisations is called the Bat-
tele Institute and is purely a research
organisation which does not operate with
the idea of making a profit. It has carried
out research in many countries to see
whether food can be Produced in those
countries, and it has joined this consor-
tium of companies.

Invitations were extended to Australian
organisations to participate, on the under-
standing that if the consortium was to
operate Australian capital would be
invited on an equal basis with British and
American capital. The area that has been
allocated is a very difficult one from an
agricultural point of view. I cannot
imagine private enterprise taking it on.
and by that I mean farmers who have
capital and who arc prepared to develop
and to bring land into production. A
person with the capital and knowledge will
not take undue risks in farming ventures,
because in this State we have had experi-
ence of farming ventures in marginal
areas failing.

This comany is prepared to spend quite
a lot of money on research, and to call on
world knowledge for this purpose-know-
ledge which is not available in Western
Australia or Australia.

Mr. Nalder: What figure did you say
the company was prepared to spend?
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Mr. MOIR: I did not mention the figure.
Ultimately the company will be prepared
to spend large sums of money. We cannot
expect the company to go onto an un-
known area of land and spend large sums
on it at once. This company wanted the
right to undertake research, and this was
granted by the Government on a 12-
months' renewal basis. Such a period
would only allow for a preliminary exam-
ination to be made; and no sensible person
would put in a large sum of money for
that Purpose, or for the building of roads
and the establishment of blocks, if the
tenure was only one season.

Mr. Mitchell: It was never suggested
that the tenure was to be one season.

Mr. MOIR: I think the honourable mem-
ber's information is wrong.

Mr. Mitchell: I am sure it is not.
Mr. MOIR: I have obtained my informa-

tion from the principals of the company.
I have had quite a lot of contact with the
principals, and I have been out into the
area twice, and right up to the South Aus-
tralian border. I have flown and driven
over it, and I made two complete inspec-
tions of the area. I have in my office
written statements by the principals of
the company.

Mr. Mitchell- One season was never
suggested.

Mr. MOIR: I leave that thought with the
member for Stirling. He may be talking
about one thing and I another. I say that
up to the time to which I am referring,
the tenure was a renewal at 12-monthly
intervals.

Earlier this year some members of the
company from England and America were
sent out to Western Australia to investi-
gate the area; and a hydrologist from a
well-known firm in America was also sent
out to look into the possibility of finding
water and to make a preliminary examia-
tion. I understand that the hydrologist
stayed here for some weeks to examine the
country.

Mr. Cornell: The Chase syndicate
brought all the experts in the world to
Western Australia, but look where it
finished up.

Mr. MOIR: I take it the hydrologist was
an expert out of the ordinary.

Mr. Cornell: All Americans are experts
out of the ordinary!

Mr. MOIR: That person had just made
a report to the Government of the U.S.A.
and the Government of Canada on the
feasibility of turning the waters of some
Canadian rivers into the U.S.A., and, on
behalf of the Canadian Government, into
Canada,

Mr. Mitchell: How much was the com-
pany Prepared to spend on this research?

Mr. MOIR: I am not concerned with the
amount the company was prepared to
spend on research. If the honourable memn-
ber is not so impatient he will be better
informed by listening to what I have to

say. This company was prepared to under-
take the necessary research, but before it
risked a great amount of capital it wanted
an understanding with the Government on
a reasonable Period of tenure.

The company received some publicity
when an inspection was made of some
parts of the area, and subsequently pro-
tests from farmers in the Esperance dis-
trict were received. I have received letters
from farmers' organisations in that area
protesting against the possibility of an-
other area of land in Western Australia,
like that land granted to the Chase syn-
dicate, being granted to an outside com-
pany.

I thought the best thing to do was to
arrange a meeting between some members
of the company and the farmers down
there. A meeting was arranged, at which
many questions were asked and answers
given. It seemed that everyone was satis-
fled with what was outlined at the meet-
ing. No objections were voiced, but subse-
quently some People got busy apparently
-and they were prominent members of
the Country Party. They went around
Esperance and raised objections which
found their way to the Government. Some
People were very vocal against the com-
pany being given the land.

Mr. Nalder: That was only a rumour you
heard.

Mr. MOIR: No rumour at all. I know
this from my Personal knowledge; I know
what goes on in my electorate.

Mr. Nalder: You should get y nr fact
straight. 

_

Mr. MOIR: The Minister is again
muttering and I cannot hear his words.

Mr. Nalder: You want to get your facts
straight.

Mr. MOIR: I have my facts straight.
The Minister wants to get his facts
straight. I have documentary evidence
which I can make available to the Minister.
Some of the letters from the People down
there have appeared in the Press, and It
was presumed that approaches had been
made to the Government, From that stage
the W.A. Development Corporation could
not get anywhere with this Government
in trying to arrive at a reasonable tenure
to enable it to carry out its work.

Since that time I have received letters
of protest from branches of the Farmers'
Union, farmers' organisations, and other
organisations in the Esperance district.
These organisations want the company to
be permitted to carry out the research it
intends to undertake. The Minister may
hear more of this next week. Some people
are desirous of making representations
to the Minister, and if the Minister is
agreeable a meeting might be arranged.
At the present time the people concerned
are niot ready.

We have a situation where these com-
panies are prepared to come here and carry
out research into this area to see what can

2303



2304 ASSEMBLY.]

be done with it. However, the Govern-
ment refuses to come to any reasonable
agreement with the companies. Some of
the objections from people in the Esper-
anee area are on the ground that they do
not want foreign capital coming into the
country. I am sure the Government does
not go along with those people on that
score, as it is not perturbed about the
foreign capital in the north-west of the
State. Therefore, I cannot see why it
should be concerned in this regard in the
southern part of the State; and that can-
not be the reason these companies are not
allowed to come here.

When people are prepared to spend
money to carry out research to see what
can be done in the way of growing profit-
able crops, it is foolish to say, "No" to
them. A lot of the objection in Esperance
was ill-founded. These people thought it
was a continuation of the Esperance land.
but that is not so.

There are severe problems in the area
because it has a light rainfall; and , as a
result of this, the ground will not hold
water. We know that the Main Roads
Department found it almost impossible 'to
conserve water supplies along the road
because of the porous nature of the ground:
and the few station properties have had
the utmost difficulty in getting brackish
water at considerable depth for stock.
There are only a few points right across
the plain in the southern part where even
stock water is available. That is the situa-
tion and I cannot for the life of me under-
stand why the Government has stampeded
because a few prominent members of the
Country Party rose up in arms over the
project. I think before long the Govern-
ment will find there are influential people
in both the Country Party and the Liberal
Party in these areas who want this project
to be allowed to go on.

Mr. Nalder: That is where you have
your facts wrong now.

Mr. MOIR.: I have not.
Mr. Nalder:. You are talking through the

back of your neck.
Mr. MOIR.: I have letters from branches

of the Farmers' Union asking me to make
a protest to the Government on their be-
half.

Mr. Orayden: They were addressed by
Mr. Means and they have not heard the
other side of the case.

Mr. MOIR.: That is where the member
for South Perth is wrong. This branch
of the Farmers' Union wrote and asked
me to make a protest and Mr. Means
was not at the meeting. I think the mem-
ber for South Perth is getting his wires
crossed a bit.

Mr. Nalder: The member for Boulder-
Eyre has his wires crossed.

Mr. MOlE.: The Minister probably
wishes that was so, but I can assure him
it is not the case, and he will find out be-
fore very much longer. I know Mr. Means

and other members of the corporation
went to Salmon Gums and held a
meeting not long ago, but what I1 am talk-
ing about happened a considerable time
ago, and long before they went to Salmon
Gums.

Mr. Grayden: I still say they haven't
heard the other side of the case.

Mr. MOIR.: That may be so, but these
people are prep ared to investigate the
other side of the picture.

MAr Grayden: You should have moved
a Motion on this so we could have had
a debate on it.

Mr. MOlIR: I can understand the mem-
ber for South Perth being upset about this
because I understand he was a member
of a committee appointed by the parties
on the other side to investigate this mat-
ter. I believe he is against the propo-
sition altogether, so it is understandable
that he would get agitated about what I
have said.

I say the people in those areas are
people with sound judgment who could
form an opinion as to the capabilities of
an area of country; and I think they
would be unanimous on the point that
neither they nor anybody else in Western
Australian could develop the land. New
methods would have to be brought to bear
and, no doubt, other types of vegetation
would have to be tried to see if anything
could be done with the land.

Mr. Grayden: Do you know that many
Australians have applied for this land
and it has not been granted to them?

Mr. MOIR.: I know a station in this area
was abandoned in 1927 and it has not been
taken up since.

Mr. Grayden: It has been applied for
many times.

Mr. MOIR,: Evidently there has been
some good reason why one or other of the
applications was not granted. I made in-
quiries in the mallee area to see whether
any of the farmers there or their sonis
had made application for land east of
them and I was told that they had not.
They said nobody would be foolish enough
to go there.

Mr. Gray den: The proprietor of the
lBalladonia Hotel made application seven
years ago.

Mi'. MOIR.: He lives at Balladonia. There
are a couple of stations at Balladonia, in
a restricted area, but I have not heard of
anybody living- around there who wanted
to carry on any agriculture. At the
present time, and during this year, I think
the people who have been running stock
wish they had never gone there because
the stock are dying.

Mr. Grayden: D. F. Rhodes would take
up 20,000 acres and develop it immedi-
ately; and he is one of many.
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Mr. MOIR: That may be so, but I do
not know what he would grow there.
I cannot understand why the Govern-
ment will not allow research to be carried
out, or why the Government will not
come to a reasonable agreement with the
people concerned. The Government could
safeguard itself in an agreement and lay
down certain conditions. There would be
no trouble as far as the Government is
concerned.

The CHAIRMAN: The honourable mem-
ber has five minutes only.

Mr. MOIR: Thank you, Mr. Chairman,
that will be sufficient. Personally I can-
not imagine what types of crops would
grow there, or whether they would be suc-
cessful if grown. However, the people are
willing to go along and put in their know-
how and spend their money in carrying
out research. I do not think they should
be expected to spend large sums of money,
but when they are prepared to spend
money on research. I do not see why the
Government should not allow them to do
this.

Mr. Gayfer: Did you say put in know-
how?

MR. CORNELL (Mt. Marshall) (9.59
p.m.]:, Might I be permitted to say a few
words on these agricultural estimates and
point out that an inadequate amount of
expenditure for the Department of Agri-
culture has been provided for this and
preceding years. I notice that on the sum-
mary and expenditure list that with the
exception of the Minister for Local Guy-
ermnent, Town Planning and Child Wel-
fare, the Minister for Agriculture has the
lowest estimate on that list.

It occurs to me that the Department of
Agriculture is losing out on capital with
which to carry on Its research and affairs.
Whilst secondary industries are expanding.
there Is no denying, of course, that the
bulk of our economy Is still provided by
the primary industries, and it is a matter
of considerable regret that the Department
of Agriculture receives such a niggardly
amount with which to carry on.

I feel I ought to make some brief re-
ference to the fertiliser industry In Western
Australia, and I repeat the intense dis-satisfaction farmers in my electorate and
others have towards the superphosphate
distribution this Year and last year when
it was chaotic. Had it not been for the
delayed nature of last year's season-in
other words, had the season broken
normally-it would have been physically
impossible for a. lot of land to be cropped,
because of the inability of the companies
to make available the necessary super-
phosphate. It was only the delayed
character of the season which enabled
the area of land ultimately seeded to be
put into crop.

The Country Party, in my view, has fal -
len dawn on the question of the Inquiry
into the superphosphate industry. Re-

i1saj

cently two men in my electorate were
arguing as to who ran the Country Party
and one of them said that it did not run;
it limped! In that respect I am inclined
to agree with him because the Country
Party has certainly limped In Its attitude
to the fertiliser industry; it should have
stood firm and pressed for a much more
comprehensive inquiry than we are likely
to get.

1 understand that at the first meeting
of the committee which was appointed,
the Eastern States Chairman of Directors
of CSBP, on being asked what was being
done by his company in the way of bulk
installation and handling facilities for
superphosphate in the country, said that
his company had taken over some Air
Force hangars In Merredin and was pro-
viding some facilities for that area. I do
not want to call Mr. Cuming a liar, but
of the things he said this was the furthest
from the truth.

Not only has he made no move at all
to acquire those hangers-which, I under-
stand had been purchased some time pre-
viously by C.B.H,-but in reply to a ques-
tion I asked the minister as to whether
any steps had been taken as indicated
by Mr. Cuining, the Minister replied, as I
had expected, that nothing was being done
by that particular company in Merredin.

However, something has been done in
the last few weeks and something which
I think is on all fours with the attempts
of the company to establish bulk handling
faclltiFs elsewhvere. it has put in a Dean
Martin Show which to my mind is laugh-
able.* The super, incidentally, comes from
Esperance to Merredin. It is taken out of
the trucks at Merredin by means of a
Clarke shovel, put on a truck and carted
30 yards, Uipped onto the ground, trimmed
by a front-end loader, and then, when and
if a fanner wants it, the procedure is re-
versed, and it is loaded onto his vehicle
and delivery is taken by him. For that
service, of course, the additional charge is
$1.75.

Mr. Nalder: Per ton!
Mr. W. Hegney: You would not think

It would be per pound would you?
Mr. Gayfer: I would not be at all sur-

prised!I
Mr. CORNELL: No one will be surprised

if very little use is made of that particular
facility for the obvious reason that to pay
$1.75 Per ton for that privilege is throwing
money down the drain.

I just wonder how serious the companies
are in their endeavours to Provide some
reasonable form of bulk handling for fer-
tiliser in country areas. Attempts such
as this lead me to believe they are not very
keen, and the costs are loaded to such an
extent that they are born with the death
stamp on their brow.

As I remarked, the present farm of
distribution is not being well received in
the country, but there does not appear to
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be any alternative for the farmers. They
have Hobson's choice. They have to take a
third of their requirements in February to
ensure that they will get the balance of
their order when it comes.

There has been a certain degree of
chicanery in respect of paying for this,
too. T have seen invoices from one par-
ticular firm of distributors which indicate
that super will be available for delivery
early in February, and payment is being
requested by the 25th November. I know
that the reply to that is that payment
would be accepted by post-dated cheques,
but nothing on the invoices indicates that.
I have no doubt in my mind that if a farm-
er gave a cheque which was dated today,
for instance, it would be negotiated fairly
soon.

I have here a motion from the Kalannie
branch of the Farmers' Union. Kalannie,
incidentally, is on the fringe of a develop-
ing district. At present many farmers are
dependent on grain income as they are
unable to run stock because of lack of fin-
ance and fencing. The motion reads as
follows-

That we are disgusted and indignant
by the action being taken by some
stock firms in asking for payment for
February deliveries of superphosphate
by the 10th November, bearing in mind
that many farmers are developing new
Properties and are not in a position to
make payment before harvest and re-
quest that these firms responsible be
directed to revert to the system which
operated before the Distribution Plan
was brought in.

Whilst post-dated cheques may answer the
statement there that payment is being
insisted on by the 10th November, I repeat
that firms have not up to this time made
it very clear that they will accept post-
dated cheques for the February delivery.

The superphosphate distribution plan is
really a hot Potato in the country areas
and has not been accepted with a great
deal of gratitude. As I say, farmers are
accepting it because they have no alter-
native, but it is creating a considerable
undercurrent which I think the Govern-
ment should correct in some way.

Why a farmer should be made to take
this commodity-the only commodity in
regard to which this condition is imposed
-in two instalments and provide storage
for it, which to my way of thinking Is the
obligation of the company, is beyond my
comprehension.

Whilst the farmer is bulldozed into the
position of having to take the super-
Phosphate in this way, the manufacturers
will do nothing about increasing the
storage facilities at their works. I am
reliably informed that the manufacturing
capacity is adequate but that the storage
problem creates the bottleneck, and that
is the reason the farmers have to take

the superphosphate ahead of time. The)
must virtually provide the storage 01
dump it in their paddocks, or spread ii
when they receive It. As I stated, thE
Position at the moment is that this situa-
tion is being received very critically b5
the farmers generally, and it Is doing thE
Government and the superphosphat4
companies no credit.

Still on the question of superphosphate
I have here the latest issue of tht
Australian Financial Review, and I draw
the Minister's attention to the following
article which appears in it:-

Government Fears Sulphur ShortagE
The Australian Government was sc

concerned at the developing inter-
national shortage of brimstone oz
elemental sulphur that it had seni
experts overseas to examine the posi-
tion.

The manager of Mt. Morgan Mine.,
Ltd., Mr. F. L. Hennessey, discloset
this at the tariff board hearing inte
sulphur-bearing materials whict
opened in Adelaide yesterday.

Mr. Hennessy said the GovernmenI
had taken this action in the past twc
months and added, "I am probabl3
right out of school in disclosing this.'

Mr. Hennessey had been pressed b3
tariff board member, Mr. J. R. Mur-
ray, to support claims that a crisis ir
world brimstone supplies was devel.
oping.

He and other witnesses before thE
board made repeated reference t(
indications that world brimston
supplies were being exhausted in sup.
port of their applications for continua.
tion of the bounty payable on Aus.
trallan-produced pyrites.

So the position regarding sulphur couk(
be more than a little factor in the availa.
bility of superphosphate in the very new:
future. The fact is that the Common,
wealth Government saw fit to keep il
a fairly close secret until this particulsi
gentleman lifted the iron curtain. Thi
question of encouragement for researci
into obtaining suphur from pyrites F
characterised by the action of the Comn
monwealth Government in the past fey
years, and seems to be more than war,
ranted.

Mr. Hawke: Reg Pollard will fix tha
shortly.

Mr. CORNELL: In the same article,
is stated as follows:-

The sulphur officer of the Britisi
Phosphate Commissioners, Mr. R. 1-
Friend, told the board that sulphu!
was at present in very short supply

At the end of 1966, total free-wor14
sulphur production in all forms coul(
reach a level of more than 24 millici
tons.

However, with total demand in 1961
estimated at about 25 million ton
there would be a major deficit.
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Mr. Brady: What Is the name of that
paper you are quoting from?

Mr. CORNELL: It is the Australian
Financial Review of yesterday's date. So
the British Phosphates commissioners, who
virtually control the world's Supply of
superphosphate, are also concerned with
the position.

I do not propose to enter into the ques-
tion of the Muresk college and the recent
suspension of students from that institu-
tion. However, I make this point. The
cost of running the college must be worry-
ing the Government considerably. From
the figures quoted this evening, and from
observations I have made, it seems to be
suffering from the fact that there are
more chiefs than Indians at the college.
In my view the question of the financial
structure should be carefully looked at to
see if the college should be taken over by
the Education Department.

At the moment, once the teaching staff
enters upon a career at Ivuresk, they are
there until the end of their days. There is
no avenue for promotion, such as there is
in the Education Department. Once a per-
son accepts a teaching position at the
college, that is it! The fact that the re-
tiring principal was principal for close on
40 years proves my point. I think the
position could be looked at closely from
the point of view of the Education Depart-
ment assuming responsibility or control of
the college.

It is not very refreshing to note that the
Muresk college, with the capacity which
it has, has an occupancy rate of only '70
per cent.-further denuded by the recent
suspensions,. Agricultural colleges con-
ducted by the Education Department, such
as those at Cunderdin and Narrogin in
particular, are now having to turn pupils
away.

Mr. Nalder: It is a matter of consider-
able concern to me and others that that
should be the case.

Mr. CORNELL: I am sorry the mem-
ber for Boulder-Eyre is not in his place
because he talked a considerable amount
of nonsense in regard to the W.A. De-
velopment Corporation. He seems to have
been tied up with a certain co-ordinator
of that organisation and he seems to have
been carried away with a rather grandiose
scheme put forward by that gentleman.

Ever since the Americans chased the
Indians out of Manhattan Island, there
seems to have been an intense desire on
their part to acquire land everywhere else.
Whilst this may not be in the nature of
the Lousiana. Purchase, I cannot see why
we should tie up that large area for the
benefit of an American company which
has yet to prove it is anywhere near as
good as was stated by the honourable
member who preceded me. For him to
say we have not the experience in this
country to test the potentialities of that
piece of land is ridiculous.

I have yet to know of any American
scientist who could teach a Western
Australian farmer how to farm. The fact
that the Western Australian primary pro-
ducer is able to produce in an 8 in. to 10
in. rainfall area surprises the world. I
cannot agree that this particular organ-
isation can bring in any techniques of
which Western Australian scientists have
no knowledge.

The member for Boulder-Eyre also
said that the Minister for Agriculture
would be hearing from certain organisa-
tions in the Dundas district protesting
about the action of the Government in
turning down this company's application
for an option. I can put him right on
this. We, of the Country Party, know
about it. We have letters from certain
organ isations, including one from the Dis-
trict Development Company based at Sal-
mon Gums. We are fully aware of the
protest and we make no apology for the
action taken in this particular matter, be-
cause the case Put up by this particular
corporation, despite what some of its em-
ployees may have said in the district, is
one which we are prepared to stand up
to.

We consider we are quite justified in
refusing to accept willy-nilly any sub-
mission put forward by the W.A. De-
velopment Corporation because we know
what was done in writing by correct sub-
mission. What was told to the farmers in
the area by the particular public relations
men who roaiied that part nf the coun-
try on behalf of that company is not
known to us, but the fact remains that
we have based our argument on solid fact
and not say-so.

The proposals of this corporation were
examined, as the honourable member
said, by a committee of the Joint parties
and it recommended against the proposi-
tion to make available the option to this
company over a considerable tract of land.

Mr. Moir: Was it a unanimous com-
mittee which announced that decision?

Mr. CORNELL: The question of whether
the committee is unanimous or not is beg-
ging the question, I think. The fact re-
mains that the majority of the committee
recommended that the option, as sought
by the company, be not granted.

I think it is fair to point out that that
recommendation was supported by senior
officers both from the Lands Department
and the Department of Agriculture, and
was endorsed by the Western Australian
Institute of Agricultural Science.

Mr. Burt: I wish the corporation would
come to Wiluna: it would be very welcome
up there.

Mr. Moir: The Government would nut
let it, though.

Mr. Grayden: It will not go to Wiluna:
that is the unfortunate part about it.
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Mr. CORNELL: As far as I know the
door is still open for further negotiations.
but the corporation, like the Arab, has
folded its tents and silently stolen away.

Mr. Moir: You might be surprised to
know that it is still carrying on operations
there, anyhow.

Mr. CORNELL: To the best of MY
knowledge the expenditure it undertook
to make was, in the nature of things,' a
mere bagatelle. It did not undertake to
spend an unlimited amount of money on
development In that particular area.

Mr. Moir: Nobody said it did.
Mr. CORNELL: The amount of money

to be expended was limited to a degree
which, in my view, would hardly scratch
the surface In this particular area.

Mr. Orayden: The corporation intended
to spend £75,000 on research over a period
of three years, and in return it was to be
granted 3.000 square miles of land in this
State,' 1,500 square miles of which was
to be within the 10-inch rainfall belt.'Mr. Guthrie: Who is making this
speech?

Mr. CORNELL: I do not know what I
would do without my man Friday, I thank
him for helping me out, because he gave
this Proposition considerable thought, and
I would say, without looking too far into
the crystal ball, he will probably go in
to bat on this question when the Lands
Department estimates are being con-
sidered.

On the question of the aridity and the
poor potential of this country, that is a
matter f or consideration. As the Insti-
tute of Agricultural Science said, before
that statement can be made with certainty
the area should be subject to a check based
on careful observations and not on experi-
ments of short duration. By making the
statement that the area was arid and of
poor potential, it could be that It was
made without hearing the result of a very
intense survey of the particular aren-

As the Institute of Agricultural Science
also pointed out, Mr. Means based his
assertions, beginning with the explored
area, on some derogatory remarks about
this particular tract of land. The author-
ity of the institute Is the Western Aus-
tralian Journal of Agriculture. In that
journal it was reported that a man called
Crawford conducted experiments five years
ago on flocks of sheep 80 miles west of
Eucla, and he considered the area to be
one of the finest wheatgrowing districts in
Australia. So the statement that the
land Is arid and of poor agricultural
potential was subject to considerable doubt
five years ago, and that line of argument
could still he continued in this day and
age.

Therefore we make no apology for the
action we took in this particular matter,
and if, a4 the member for Boulder-EYre
says, this corporation is still able and
willing to renegotiate with the Govern-
ment, I have no doubt the Government
would be quite happy to consider any

amended proposal that may be made by
this orgaisation.

The Esperance Land and Development
Company, which I understand promised to
carry out a considerable amount of work in
developing large areas of land in the Es-
perance district has, in fact, done very
little. Nevertheless, If it sells the pro-
perties currently being worked, its return
for the development that has taken place
will be considerable. So, whilst these
American visitors of ours might bring a
limited amount of capital into the State
they will also-as has been proved by the
instance I have cited-make a consider-
able profit from a very minor outlay.

The current season, and the future of
grain production in Western Australia, and
in the Mt. Marshall district particularly
-I must put in a plug for that area at
this stage-is very good, and it is a reason-
able assumption that the grain harvest
from the current crop will be equal to. if
not in excess of, last year's record. Per-
haps the yield per acre might not be Quite
as good as in previous years, but the addi-
tionai acres that have been put down to
grain will more than compensate for that.

I was Interested in the reference that
was made by the member for Boulder-Eyre
to a portion of the Mt. Marshall electorate.
He was farming in the marginal areas
within that district at one stage, and I
would point out to him that today those
same marginal areas are producing fan-
tastic quantities of wheat.

Mr. Moir: They did back in my day,
hut that was before the days of the grass-
hoppers to which the member for South
Perth made reference.

Mr. CORNELL: There are no grass-
hoppers there at the moment, unless, of
course, one can regard the local member
as being one. There is no grasshopper
problem in existence at present, and con-
siderable acreages have been put down to
wheat production, and to coarse grains, in
the agricultural areas extending north-
wards almoast to the emu-proof fence. So
there is considerable wealth being produced
in the marginal areas which, of course,
were never marginal in the sense of grow-
ing wheat, but only in the sense of having
insufficient finance and inadequate plant.
improved farming techniques and prob-
ably early maturing varieties of wheat
have overcome most of the problems in
the past, with the result that the marginal
areas today are contributing substantially
to the State's export Income.

Vote put and passed.
Vote: College of Agriculture, 5202.000-

put and passed.
Progress

Progress reported and leave given to sit
again, on motion by Mr. Nalder (Minister
for Agriculture).

House adjourned at 10.29 p.m.
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